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PREFACE. 



TdiffOH persobally & sti:^ger 1S6 Sa P. 
^HAt^eis, Ho maa r^pebtd him mdre than 
i'iAfr, 6f Wo^d be mote miwiRmg to disctMB 
life i^jedt if it Wei-e ^kel;f fo dr&w him 
lfifi$ diffi^tflties. B^t at this time of day il; 

•f » • " • 1 

0' im|)d^sib]e that any hiam can ac<(inie tp 
idtl^'Httl^br of the Letted ofjvjiiva. The 
^, itrhd kte still iS&VSy bf those who feh; a 
fteMOfnal interest in his discot^y, Wotdd 
^Wt )ike liie goo«!f-iiatuTed Sir WiUiaih 
Dtaper, l^bk upon hiln a» ** a, Wfj h€»i69t 
iiediow/^ with whom, iSo&ii&t tliAn £lny odiiir 
tnaQ^ they wotild be ghA << to drink xbdtllB 
df old Bvxgaady." They, ^rould laug^ kt 
th^ aaciatt feudS) as at the battles; Triskh 
thejr fought at sbkool ; and ngar^ the as- 
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perity of his language as a sort of rhetorical 
ornament : — 

** This rudeness is a sauce to his good wit. 
Which gives men stomach to digest his words 
With better appetite/' 
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Nor can Sir Philip on other grounds 

reasonably object to have his name men- 
tioned 'm conjunction vsrith that of Junius : 
for if it were incorrectly do^^ he should 
rather wonder at the strength of accideii]tal 
proof, 9Xkd hope that from this instance our 
judgies and jurors would learn never to regard 
t preemptive evidence ;r-^if true,!'he shduld 
consider, th^t the liabiUty to be diiacovered 
waft the natural consequence of a^suipiog 
/ ithe charactpr, .He .challenge tlic iwta'ld to 
find hitn out: and bc«ig the sple depo^wy 
of his own ^^erety h^ cQitld only; be loade 
known by his own act. That we saw aiid 
believed, is not our: fault. iCan he :expect 
thai; mdn should close their eyes < and i dull 
f their seiises>^ soias not to disdem^hoi Ju- 
ki UBis« when he! stands 'befer^'flieia; in his 
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proper person, and declares himself? It is 
not possible : " Ye cannot make us now less 
capable, less knowing, less eagerly pursuing 
the truth, unless ye first make yourselves, y 
that made us so, less thejbyers, less the 
founders of our true liberty*/' — I will only 
add, that I cannot think it wrong to intro- . 
duce Sir Philip Francis to my country- 
men, as Juniu s, so long as I feel that under - 
,that title , he has additional claims, to my 
grat3.tude and adiniratkm. 



* MUton. 






|Mige<y t# thejhrst by Woo^aUi in ^ voh.Hi: 4€i4. 






JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 



CHAPTER I. 

In reading the late enlarged editi<!)n of the Letters 
of Junius, with the design of profiting from the 
study of what has long been deemed an English 
Clasfific, I found in the connection of one person 
with that work, so many traces of resemblance be* 
tween him and the anonymous author, that I was 
tempted to lay the facts before the public- I am 
now aware of many inaccuracies in that statement. 
It was too hastily put together, to justify the con- 
fidence with which it was advanced. I did not 
enough consider, that those numberless minor 

'' Thick as the motes that people the sunbeam/' 

which were constantly present to my eyes, from 
the situation in which I had placed myself, would 
toe of course unseen, and unsuspected, by all those 
who oitfaer gave the subject but a momentary 

B 



2 JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 

glance^ or were inclined to view it under a diiSar- 
ent aspect. Nor were the weightier matters wor- 
thy of themselves to establish that conviction in 
the mind of others with which my own was im- 
pressed, partly from unskilfuhiess in the selection 
of them, and partly from the difficulty of doing 
justice to so complicated a question without too 
great prolixity of detail. 

In one particular there was, I believe, a fun- 
damental error in my former statement: whether 
it was sufficiently in^portant to be styled a " false- 
ly hood" I shall not stop to inquire, satisfied if under 
that mistake the charge finds honourable shelter. 
I had attributed the production of the Letters of 
/ Junius to Dr. Francis, as well as to his son 

Sir Philip. Of some connection between the . 

latter and the writer of those Letters, I could not 
on the evidence of Junius have a doubt. The 
difficulty of supposing him to be the sole author, 
lay in the belief that he was at that time only in 
his^th year, and therefore too young to have that 
knowledge of the world, and that experience in 
composition, for which the author of the Letters 
was remarkable. ! 

This opinion, into which I was led by an in- 
correct memoir of his life, naturally caused me to 
look around for a probable coadjutor ; and in the 
character of the celebrated Dn Francis, I cer- 
tainly found many of those elements which seemed 
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to me indicative of Junius. As the translator of 
Demosthenes, he had appeared before the world in 
that capacity which most fitted a man for accom- 
plishing the great work which had been undertaken 
by Junius, who was often styled by his contem- 
poraiies the English Demosthenes. Dr. Francis 
"was an ardentadmirefoniberty, though no Mend 
to a republican form of government. In his notes 
to Demosthenes and Horace, he abounds with pas* 
sages written in the very spirit of Junius. And of 
the firee use of interrogatories, which contribute so 
much to the strength and beauty of the style, and 
form so peculiar a feature in the writings of 
Junius, Dr. Francis speaks in the highest 
terms, and furnishes many fine examples *^ 

But his own character may be more correctly 
gathered firom one passage in his Introduction to 
'Demosthenes, ^ than from any description that can 
be given. It shews not only the spirit but the 
ability of the writer. 

" Our orator now appears upon the ^scene in a 
character well worthy of his own gredt abilities; 
indeed, of all the powers of eloquence. We behold 
him in personal opposition to, perhaps, the great- 
est prince that ever sat upon a throne ; yet neither 
awed by his power, imposed upon by his artifices, 
or corrupted by his gold. Animated by the love 

» Frai7CI5*s Demosthenes^ i.' 54. 

B 2 
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of liberty, that noblest of all human paasioos,' he 
stands forth the guardian and defender of his eoun- 
try. An equal teiror to the tyrant, who would 
enslave her, as to the traitors who would b^ray. 
•Whatever sentiments, that passion can inspire; 
whatever arguments good sense can dictate ; what*- 
€ver ideas of highest sublimity, his own great 
genius could conceive, the reader will find in the 
following orations, philippics, and ol3mth]aG&. 
After such a character of them, what modest exr 
cuse can be made for the translator ? He professes, 
iind surely without suspicion of affectation, his ap- 
prehension of sinking under the attempt. Yet 
while he feels the ir^uence of the same passkms that 
animate the originalj he will not wholly despair c^ 
the translation*." 

It is said that Dr. Francis was a favourite 
•with the king, who consulted him on many ocea* 
sions. He was also the intimate friend of Garrick, 
whose endeavours to discover Junius so much aa^ 

, iioyed him. And in addition to these instances 
jDf general resemblance, it must not be unnoticed 
that Dr. Francis had that ccmnection with tiie 
i^mily of the late Lord Holland, which accounts 

# satisfactorily for the respect and forbearance which 

Ju'Nius manifested whenever they were mentioned. 

As in the following pages it is not attempted 

* Fravcis's Demodth^nes^ i. 47- 
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to prove that Dr. Francis had actuaUy any 
share in writing the Letters of Junius, we shdl 
not jpress the subject further than to remark, ttiat 
leaving the Doctor entirely out of the question, the 
preceding facts are worth attention for the influence 
they may be supposed to have had upon the habits^ 

feelings, and principles of his son. In thus remov* 

^■^ ,„,,i,. — ~~ — 

11^ their operation one degree, the effect they might 
have produced, in the first instance, will be thought 
by many to be but littie weakened. 

No person at tiie present day, could expect to 
find in the avowed productions of Junius, any 
due that would directly lead to a discovery of the 
author. Had this knowledge been attainable from 
the Letters which appeared under the name of 
Junius, the curiosity of the public would long 
since have received its gratification : but, qui nescit 
iU$mmt4irt nescit vwerCf was a maxim too well ua? 
derstood by the writer to admit of his forgetting it 
on such important occasions. The only prospect 
of obtaining li^t on the subject consisted, there^ 
fare, in those [private and miscellaneous Letters 
which have recently made their appearance. T6 
these my attention ui^as more particularly directed . 
hem obvious motives, but certainly with no expec- 
ta^m of finding out the writer. In this quarter, 
however, those passages were found which gave 
rise to the present investigation. 
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Neariy at the end of the third vcdume, I wii 
struck with the unparallded zeal which the writer 
d«^>layed in the cause of two individuals belonging 
to the War-office. It appeared that Mr. D'Oyley, 
a derk in that establishment, had a. short time 
before been deprived of his situation, through the 
interference of Lord Barrington ; and the writer of 
the Letter to which I allude, desires Mr. Woodfell 
to inform the public, *' that the worthy Lord 
Barrington, not contented with having driven Mr. 
D'Oyley out of the War-office, had at last con- 

. / trived to expelMr. Francis*." The Editor 
states in a note, that this was the present . Sir 
Philip Francis. Surprised at the occurrence of 
an intervention so extraordinary, I considered wiMtt 
grounds there might be for thinking that either of 
the offisnded persons could have been the writer ; 
or whether, any one of their immediate relatives 
had thus volunteered himself to advocate their 
cause. The political and literary character of Sir 
Philip Francis caused toy suspicions to fall on 

V him. Upon reference to a memoir of his life in 
the Public Characters, I saw sufficient evidence, m 
I thought, to confirm my conjecture. The impres- 
sion made by the facts there related, was strength- 
ened by a comparison of style. From these 
materials I drew up my statement, and in agree- 

* JuKiuSf iii. p/444, signature Veteran. 
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-o ic^efbra %' MIS ^HnlMlp < thft;pdkKihen ixralMcol . 

had the slightest objection to have ? bis mtpifModi 
atetkl with 'the fiMstlgali^ the 

tItfbA syppresiton «f the wovk.^ >I ani>8«ii8fi6d4ldi 
communication was made in a way whii^ miiflt 
ham cotmtitaA Sag Bhiiat tbkit pvocMddi i^blely 
Inqi MBpK(iD hifttfediiiigs. i Itiwasfierhapstdii^ li 
iiu;llnKt>ooti^ft'st6pIi8^^ le b|»n iiidioiil(!hli 
frijmiMciita awi oldd rhk i^£te%^^betray M hii6 
SB^dm^iwI TBdmBtioa aS <Ae4iiMh. oi lie^chaiigiii 
^.wnpk jaegBtive if aald)lcave itatitt^mdetermified 
ifffaihed hi9 awecribn pri)c0eGtodkfi»tw a4read(i»fitte 
JttrViinire^'Htoit feoiaa tender >l'eisiplfOidbr iris fcfthpAi 
irintlGvy^H-^r fbow ^Jtiatiimrrdislile^ td>'ithat>t^ 
#itajS|BMi of his own dkaractei^4iMk .^U^atilMi 
Udck ^> quBstiairi o^inodBsit^wquMiL < 'lif» i^cipk^ 
^ramdi asiinig^tbe wpiGttte^j ^^ Yao at% ^ttl«l 
Vktrtf td ptiQt/»hatev6»:3rcttiithink.|iMp«^ prJvlM 
Bflit^ ^BK»i|da}o(iMt b^:i^ Pe$peiif6Agottiyi: pMti^ 
ihkmfiaiA i 1/jo-3'/o o) J-, ly^cji -to /:ij/ ^ ,^Mtt 

Soon after the appearance of the p&rdpt^H, 
the editor of the Monthly Magazine, intending to 
m^tetilt ift<llipli#oiiki^wv4)te liteSir 'fik»i»ifliiiikcis, 
to ask him whether the conjecture was correct. 
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%ei«dMr dU not reeoilMt 4be ilirtfaaliihJwuw 
by that strict moralist; Dr. Jxrimsoni iMliirateifMb 
^tem and eitortad ackmri^ledgpoaaiB; .or/|mr 
biriify^ he.woiild Mt i»iY6 tdnathatrdaWtolMdie 
d»fl applicatlob4 

^* Bmwzxl^ Supposii^ the person who wrote 
t^mivi were asked, whether he was die aallier» 
W|^t he deny it? . 

' '^ JoHKjScm. I don't Joiow what to say to tfaisJ 
If you were wre that he wrote Junius, would you^ 
if lie denied it, diink as wdl of him afterwaidsB 
Yet itsoay be iirged^ thai what a man has hoiri^ 
tot ask, you may refuse to communicate ; and .there 
is no othet* effitetual mode of presenring a secretv 
aAd an important aecrM, the discovery, of which 
anay be very burtfiil to you, but.a ^/fttf denial; ior 
If you tire silent, or! hesitate,: or eoadc^ it wiU be 
bdd equivalent to. a confesaiom . But 'stay, Silj 
bfeierii. another case. Supposing 'the author had 
told ine confidentially that he had wntten Juirius; 
wt I were asked if he had, I should, bpld mysdf 
afc;lib^rty to deny it, as being undar a previous pro^ 
mise, express or implied, to conceal it. Now, wliat 
I ought to do for the author, may I not do for 

n^rtetf^F* 

. .... 

.' - / . . • • • 

; " Had the editor of the ]ifoDt% Msgnbe looM 

^ BtmwtlVi life af Johnaon* b. 344. 
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£Qfr *w Aj^irmative to bis question^ he should have 
i^mMected that, be was not addressing one 

' " Who would be wooed, arid not unsought be won," 

to make the confession. Some obstacles, it might 
have been supposed, were still in the way of such 
an admission, or as soon ai^ he was pubHcly affirmed 
to be the author, Sir Philip Francis would have 
owned the fact, without waiting for the decent op- 
portunity afforded by the ingenious editor. If, on 
the other hand, a direct contradiction was contem- 
plated, the reasoning of Dr. Johnson shews that 
not much faith was due to that. Of an evasive 
answer, it seems that no suspicion was entertained : 
the editor thought, " good easy man full surely," 
that either yes or no would be the frank reply, and 
in his own opinion he obtained the latter. 

. When Junius wished to disavow a letter pub- 
lished under his name, and actually written by him- 
self, he would not suffer the printer flatly to deny 
its authenticity, but he instructed him to get rid of 
it by a side wind. JJe desired Woodfall to " re- 
caT' the letter, but in such equivocal terms aft 
M^ould effect the purpose, without directly commit- 
ting the integrity of the writer. " Suppose you 
were to say, * We have some reason to suspect that 
the last letter signed Junius, in this paper, was 
not written by the real Junius, though the obser- 
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vation escaped us at the time :' or, if you can hit 
off any thiug yourself more plausible, you will mucli 
oblige me, but without a positive assertion*.'' 
Woodfall took the hint, and deprived that letter of 
its legitimacy by the following note : " We have 
some reason to suspect that the last. letter signed 
Junius, inserted in this paper of Thursday last, 
was not written by the real Junius, though we 
imagine it to have been sent by some one of his 
waggish friends, who has taken great pains to write 
in a manner similar to that of Junius, which ob- 
servation escaped us at that time. The printer 
takes the liberty to hint that it will not do a second 
^ time t." 

Assuming, for the sake of argument, that Sir 
Philip Francis was the author of the Letters, it 
would follow, that were he placed in the same 
dilemma in which Junius on this occasion found 
himself, his conduct would, in all likelihood, be 
similar to that which Junius adopted. Unwilling 
to acknowledge, yet unable to deny, he would 
doubtless seek shelter in ambiguous terms. He 
would strive to convey that meaning by the spirit, 
which in strictness would not follow from the 
letter of his reply. He would disclaim the thing 
hypothetically : " there is much virtue in an if.'* 

* Juvius^ i. 199. — ^Private Letter to Woodfall. 
t JuKi08, iii. 219.— Note, by the Fiintcr. 
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It would be done, we may be sure, in a J^usible 
manner, but without a positive assertion. 

Let it be observed, that it is only the author 
of the Letters of Junius, who can be expected to 
act in this manner. No other man is bound by 
the precedent ; nor have we a right to suppose that 
any man, but the real author, would hesitate to give 
a plain and unequivocal answer to the question, 
Are you Jumus ? 

It suits neither my purpose nor my inclination, 
to give a ^vrong colouring to this singular afiair. 
The following extract from the Monthly Magazine 
will shew the reader the exact nature of the ques- 
tion put to Sir Philip Francis, and in what 
guarded terms he couched his reply. 

Speaking of the pamphlet which contains tiie 
charge, " We confess, (says the editor of the Ma* 
gazine,) we were at first startled by this hypothesb, 
from its temerity ; because, if not true. Sir Philip 
Francis would be able, by a word, to disprove it ; 
and it could not be supposed that so much labour 
and expense would be hazarded except on indubi- 
table grounds. To be able, tiierefore, to render 
this article as conclusive as possible, we addressed 
Sir Philip Francis on the subject, in the way 
the least likely to render the inquiry offensive; 
and in reply received the following epistle, which 
we insert at length, in justice to Sir Philip and 
the public. 
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" The great civility of your letter in- 
duces me to answer it, which, with reference merely 
to its subject matter, I should have declined. Whe- 
ther you will. assist in giving currency to a silly, 
malignant falsehood, is a question for your own 
discretion. To me it is a matter of perfect in- 
difference *• 

" I am Sir, 

" Yours, &c< 

" P. Francis." 

' To the Editor of the Monthly Magazine f. » 

I need not ask the reader whether this letter is 
evasive or not. He will perhaps wonder how any 
one can have been misled by it for a moment. 
The editor, however, with a simplicity that does 
him honour, did not perceive the futility of tiiis 
pret^ided disavowal, though he had just stated, 
properly enough, that if the hypothesis were ^^ not 

» Sir Philip cannot write half a dozen lined together without 
reminding us of Jokius. The latter expresses the same feeling in 
the same words on more than one occasion.— 

^' It is a matter of perfect indifference to the public, whether the 
g«nt, for instance, of the manor of Dale is sufficient td convey 
Swale also."-~(JuNius, iii. 53, signatafe Valbwx^sO 

" Your last assertion is, tb^t his regiments are not given away. 

It is a matter of perfect indifferencey^iJvmvs, iii. 123, signature 
Lv^ios.) 

t Monthly Magazine, July, 1813. 
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tree. Sir Philip Feancis would be aUe, by a 
wordy to disprove it." It cartainly is not so dis- 
proved, and we are therefore authorised to con- 
clude that it could not fairly be disputed. No 
man who had it in ids power to give a simple 
negative to such a question, would have had xer* 
course to an inuendo^ The only surprising part of 
the transaction is, tliat any answer should have 
been returned by one who knew he could not send 
a better ; but perhaps Sir Philip had no suspicion 
that it would be printed verbatim in the Monthly 
Magazine. He must have thought the editor of 
that publication would state the denial in his own 
way, and that if an impression was nmde on his 
mind in the first instance, the public woidd be 
convinced at second hand. 

Without supposing this, we are involved in a 
difficulty of a very peculiar ]sxdA : the abundance 
of the evidence being actually in danger of stifling 
the charge. For it would appear, that if Sir 
Philip calculated on his reply being given to the' 
public, he could scarcely have taken a more effec- 
tual step to make the world believe that he wai§ 
Junius. His unequivocal affirmation of the fact 
would not have been so direcfly convincing, siiwe 
there exists no reason why the author, whoever he 
be, should now make that disclosure which he had 
resolved to withhold for ever; and unless some 
sufficient motive apparently urged him to a public 



1 
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acknowledgment, his claiming it would but subject 
him to the imputation of unfounded pretensions. 

On the other hand, to deem the evasicm unin- 
tentional, is not only affronting to the understand- 
ing of Sir Philip, but at variance with every 
trait in his character. It is in the memory of many 
Ikiembers of the House of Commons, how skil- 
fully he can parry attacks like the present, by a 
inode not very dissimilar*. Nor is it likely 
that he who was styled by Mr. Burke, the jir^ 
pamphlet writer of the age^ and who has all his 
life been engaged in political controversy, should 
on this occasion alone be at a loss for words in 
which to convey his meaning. It is well known 
Ihat in ail he writes, his expressions are selected 
with unusual care, and that he has thereby acquired 
a wonderful strength and clearness of style. 

But there is another test for ascertaining the 
character of this reply. By implication it charges 
the statement of a discovery mth falsehood and ma- 
Ugmty. Now I am willing that the measure of 
its mali^ity should be the criterion of its falsehood. 
J[ am certainly free from that bad passion in every 
thing that concerns Sir Philip Francis: and 
from the little work to which he would affix the 
epithet, it is impossible to bring a single proof in 

support of the assertion. But Sir Philip would 

• 

. • Sec Debrett's Parliamentary Debates, vol. xxi. p. 113. and 
vol. rxii. p. 111. 



JUNIUS roENTIFIED. 15 

laugh if I * seriously attempted to refute his in- 
sinuation : he charges me neither with malignity 
nor falsehood. The denial, as far concerns him- 
self, and the accusation, as far it concerns me, 
both hinge on a condition, " wh^her you will as- 
sist in giving currency," &c. ; which has no more to 
do with the question under discussion, than it hdis 
with the Pope of Rome. 

It is said by divines, that the punishment of 
evil spirits will be aggravated by their being com- 
pelled to pass sentence on themselves. The utmost 
stretch of my maligmty towards Sir Philip shall 
go no further than to put Jusrius in the chair, and 
record the sentence he awards on this occasion. 

" Whenever a fact is touched upon, there I 
fix. When a distinct charge is made ^[upon a mi- 
nister], I look for a distinct and particular answer, 
that denies, or admitting, explains, or in some fa- 
vourable manner accounts for the fact charged. 
If instead of this I find nothing more than a \}ong\ 
paper, in which the author of the charge is called 
[a thousand] names, [and the person accused is 
lifled up to the skies as a miracle of ability and 
virtue], I am obliged, as an equitable judge, to con- 
sider the cause not as d^ended, but as utterly aban- 
doned; and the Court must enter an admissim by his 
awn ojdooccte of the charge against him *.'* 

* Junius^ iii. d08> signature Amicus Curi/e. 
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Sir Philip Francis, in his own person, 
maintains the same doctrine : ^^ When nothing is 
sai{l in support of the affirmative of any question, 
that circumstance alone is sufficient to justify the ne- 
gative *. *' 

And Junius gives us this further maxim for 
the occasion : — '' not to defend^ is to relinquish f." 

Before quitting this topic, I beg to assure Sir 
Philip FaANcrs that 1 am in perfect good hu- 
mour with him, notwithstanding this finesse re- 
specting falsehood and malignity. I am not so 
testy as to say, " Do you bite your thumb at me, 
Sir," because he chooses to bite his thumb. The 
respect I entertain for him would rather incline me 
to address him in these words of our great poet, 

*' Here I salute thee, and thy pardon ask. 
That now I use thee in my latter task:—" 

a task which he may rest assured I should never 
have undertaken, had he not called on me to justify 
my original statement by the charges thus indirectly 
brought against it. ^ 

* jVIr. Francis's Minute, 18th July, 1778. Vide No. 70 of 

Appendix to the Sixth Report of the Secret Committee on the 
Carnatic War. 

t Junius, ii. 178, signature Juinus. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Having frequent occasion in the course of this 
inquiry to refer to the Memoir of Sir P. Francis, 
contained in the Monthly Mirror, I shall make no 
apology for inserting it in this place. A vein of 
pleasantry runs through the account, incompatible^ 
it may be thought, with the gravity of our inves- 
tigation ; but I shall be the last to complain of any 
addition to my reader's amusement. As the bio- 
graphical sketch is attributed to a gentleman whose 
intimacy with Sir Philip, leaves no doubt as to 
the accuracy of his facts, it is of importance that it 
should be giten entire. 



'* MEMOntS OF SIR PmUP FRANCIS, K. B. 

'^ The origin of this gentieman is not, like that 
of some of the greatest names of antiquity, buried 
in the impenetrable obscurity of unrecorded ; ages. 
He was bom in Dublin on the 2Sd of October, 
1740, old style. His father, Philip Francis, 
D.D, is sufEcientiy known in the learned world. 
His grandfather, John Francis, was dean of the 
cathedral of Lismore in Ireland, to which he was 
appointed on the 90tii of July, 1728^ and his greftt. 
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grandfather, John Francis, became dean of 
Leighlin, by patent, dated @lst of August, 1696, 
and appears by Ware's History of Ireland, to have 
sat in convocation in Dublin, in 1704. This old 
' gentleman is also supposed to have had a father, 
whose name and memory are unfortunately lost in 
the abyss of time. These particulars have been 
carefully collected from the herald's offices in Doc- 
tor's Commons, and in Dublin. In the former, it 
wai^ discovered by a great antiquary, whose business 
it was to find materials for the pedigree of Sir 
Philip, on his admission to the order of the Batb» 

• ' * • 

that previous to the corona,tion of Richard II. 

^ Richard Francis, who bore exactly the same arms 
as the present knight, was created a Knight of the 
Bath, and if Sir .Philip does not descend lineally 
from that person, it was entirely his own fault. 
The heralds offered to prove it by an exact genea- 
logy, provided always that Sir Philip w^ould pay 

,/ down two hundred pounds for such advantage. 
After- maturely weighing the honour agaiilst the 
price, he is believed to have declined that liberal 
, offer. His mother's, name appears to have been 
Elizabeth Roe, whose father thought himself de- 
scended from the famous Sir Thomas Roe^ who 
lived in the reign of James the iFirst, and wai^ *s^t 

/ embassador to the great Mogul, by that learned 
monarch. But here again the links are wanting, 'or 
the heralds ran ^nute for want of enk^oorageitaatit.! 
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" Sir Phii.17 received, the first elements of bis 
education, under Thomas Ball, Tfho succeeded Dr. 
Dtmldn,. (names well. Jmown in Ireland) and who 
k^t a school in a church in Ship-street In the 
beginning of 1750 he caine to England. In 1753 
he! was placed at St. Paul's school^ under the care 
of .Mr. George Thicknesse, of whose virtues and 
leaoung we have often heard him. make hptiourable 
ijQ^titnv ^d always with an . effusion of gratitude 
fck ^bxant he to6k of him. In 1756 Mr. Henry 
FoXf aft^*wards Lord Holland, gave him a litdd 
pfcice in the Secretary of State's office. Mr. Pitt, 
wbcf succeeded Mr. Fo:^, patronized and encouraged 
faiiri, in consequence! of the recommendation of his 
9ecri0t(ffy, . Robert Wood. , Through that patccmage 
he was api^Qinted s6cr6tary to General Bli^; in 
1 758, was {H'esent at the capture and demolition of 
0»erburgh, and at the attack on the rear guard of 
Qur army at St Cas. From mere curiosity, and 
without arms, he was found standing in the tanks 
when the French approached very near, and the 
finng be^n. In 1760, by the same recommen-* 
datiop, be .wa$ appointed secretary to the Earl of 
Kinnoul, emfaassjador to Lisbon, when the present 
Queen of Portugal was married to her uncle. The 
uncle* and the niece had a son, the present Prince 
of Bratfls, who niarriM his mother's . sister. Such 
5^n&^ ebo&titiitioh of tbe, house of Bra^za. In 
1763 he was appointed by the late Lord Mendip, 

c 2 
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then Welbore Ellis, Esq. and Secretary at War, to 
a considerable post in the War-office, which he re- 
signed in the beginning of 177% in consequence of 
a difference with Viscount Barrington, by whom be 
thought himself injured. Possibly Lord Barrington 
thought so too, or that something was due to Mr. 
Francis, as will appear hereafter. The greatest 
part of the year 1772 he spent in travelling throu^ 
Flanders, part of Germany, the Tyrol, Italy, and 
France, with his intimate friend, the late David 
Godfrey. During his residence at Rome he went 
to Castel Gondolfo, where he was introduced to 
Pope Ganganelli, and had a curious conference 
with his holiness, of near two hours, the particulars 
of which are, it is said, preserved in a letter from 
him to the late Dr. Campbell, with whom he was 
very intimate. In about half a year after his re- 
turn to England, Lord Barrington most honourably 
and generously recommended him to Lord North, 
by whom his name was inserted in an act of paiiia- 
ment, past in June, 1 773, to be a member of the 
council appointed for the government of Bengal, in 
conjunction with Warren Hastings, governor-gene- 
ral'; John Clavering, commander in chief; George 
Monsoii ; and Richard Barwell. 

" The records of his long contest with Mr. Hast-^ 
ings are preserved in the books of the council, the . 
reports of the conunitte^ and in the journals <^the 
House of Commons. . 



^^ On Hhe. dbfloktiOQ of parliMaent in J7B4, he 
y^m elepted for Yannciuth, in the Idb of W]^4. 
:Oa t^e 27th of July foUowing, be happenod to 
make use of an expression in. the. House of. Com^ 
mcms for which the Hte Mr. Pittnei^r forgave lam* 
After speaking of the first Earl of Chatham with 
all possible honour, he unfortunately adde(]^ '^ hot 
be k dead, and has Idft nothing in this world that 
Te8enit)les him." On the 19th of April, 1787, he 
moved the revenue charge agpinst Mr. Hastings, 
and carried it against Mr. Pitt, the whole strengtii 
of government, and the Indian interest, by a majo^ 
rity <rf seventy-one to fifty-five. Mr. Pitt.was de- 
tarmined to be^even with him, and on the 1 1th of 
.December, 1787| employed two of his dependants 
to move that his name should be omittqd, when the 
managers to conduct the impeachment -were i^ 
pointed, and he himself had nothing better to say 
than *^ that it was a question not of argument but of 
feding." Mr. Francis's speech on this occaaiao, 
at least as it is printed, appears to us perfect in its 
composition, and unanswerable in its argument*^. 
After confuting all the personal objections made to 
Inm, with a noble indifi*erence about the event of 
the question, he turns to the firiends of Mr. Hast- 
mgl^ with an apostrophe, by which, as we have 
often heard, even Major John Scott was over- 
come. 

• BtfUamentaiy Dobnes, vol. xxai. p. 97* 



^Tbirteen year& are now elapsed' fl&oe I 6nt 
was connected m office with Mr/Hftsting&. Six of 
were wasted in India^ in perpettual" contest 
with Wm. Seven years ago, I left him there in 
possession of absolute powers In all that time no 
'diai]ges have jjee^ produced againsfeme. Yet I 
tiiink it caniK^; be said -that I have been partieu- 
brly CAotious not to provoke hostility, or that there 
is no dispc^ition any where to abcusd 6ie.' Surely^ 
Sn*, if accusation is ever to come, it is h^ time it 
should af^Dear. If now, or at any other period, I 
should be obliged td change place with Mr; Hast- 
Aigs ; if hel-eaifter it should be my lot to be accused, 
1 shall assuredly never object to his being my pro- 
secutor ; for, though by rataoVing a poWerfiiilj a 
^velWnformed, fetid, in the senisiS'of the presait ar- 
ffuMtoti' ah inveterate accuser, I might provide fiMr 
my safety, my honour would be lost Let ^ose 
gentlerteft, who are trusted witfe t^^^ care olf Mr. 
Hastfasgs's'honour, eonsid^sr #hfet they are doing/ 

*' On^this occEl^iob^ tJie indnagers of the impeach- 
ment thought it^n a<it of juitfefe ftiid gWtitude due 
40 Mr. Frai^ci^ td Address the faifowiiig letter 
"to him. '^^' • 'y^ • ; .i -.^ •. "- .'m ' • 

* I 

^ • » I'r ' I • . » • 

^ There is nothings fe the orders ^itf flie I»dse 
which prevents us from resorting to your assist- 
ance ; and w^ should sbewctery Uttte r&gard to our 



bomtfXf tp Qw 4v^y or to tbd cifieetuftl -^tecutioft 
c^.our tiwV if we omittiBd apy meate^ .that are ki^ 
ifi our powei^i to .obtain die vaoA baneficiai vm 

.of it' * ■ ^ ' 

. ^ Ad exQfit local knowledge of the afiaks oC 
S^ngal is requisite, in eVery step of our proceediiigs; 
and it is neeo^aiiry . that dur information shoidcl 
COQie ftom seurces; itot optly competent butunso^ 
pMt0d. We* have perusedi as our duty has o£teii 
led us to do, with great attention^ the records of 
th^ company, durinjg the time in, which you ex- 
^utedthe impor^tant office committed to you by: 
parliament ; and our good opinion, of .you has grown 
in &utct propwticNi to the minuteness and accuracy 
of our researches. We ha^e found that, as fer aa 
in you lay, you fiilly answered the ends of your ar^ 
duou3 aU^ation. An exact obedience to the aur 
tbority placed over you by the laws of your country, 
wise and steady principles^ of government, an in- 
flexible integrity in yourself, and a firm resistance 
to all corrupt practice in others, crowned by an 
uniform benevolent attention to tbe rights, prbpier'* 
ties, and wel&re of the natives (the grand leading 
object in your appointment), appear eminently 
throughout those records. Such a conduct, so tried^ 
acknowledged, and recorded, demands our fullest 
coi^dence. 

' These, Sir, are the qualities, and this is the 
conduct on your part^ on which we ground our 
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wishes ibr your assistance. On what we are to 
ground our right to make any demand upon you^ 
we are vaore at a loss to suggest. Our sole titfeSi 
we are sensible, are to be found in the public exi-- 
gencies, and in your public spirit. Permit us, Sir, 
to call for this further service in the name of tiie 
people of India, for whom your parental care ha» 
^^B^iTsb long distinguished, and in support of whow 
cause you liave encountered so many difficult!^,; 
Vexations, and dangers. 

* We have expressed sentiments in which we 
are unanimous, and which, with pride and pleasure, 
we attest under all our signatures, intreating you to 
&vour us as frequentiy as you can, with your lyssist- 
ance in the committee; and you shall taavts due 
notice of the days on which your advice and in?- 
stmctions may be more particularly necessary. 

'* We have the honour to be, 
' - .f 

'' witii the most perfect respect, Sir, 

^' your most faithful and obliged humble serf ants, 

Edmntid Barke, chaim>an> Dadkf Loog. 

Charles James Fox. John Bui^yne. 

R. B. Sheridan. George Augustus North, Gate 
Thomas PeUiam, (now £arl of Lord Guildfoid). 

.Chichester). . St. Andrew St. John, (now Lor4 
W.Windham. St. John). 

OilbertElliott, {now Lord Miiito). lUchard Fitzpatndc. . .v 

Charles Grey, (now Earl Grey). Roger Wilbraham. 

William Adam. John Courtenay. 

'John Anstrather. James EMkine, (iiov Bui of 
M.Ai Taylor. , BmlynO!-' 

Maitiand, (now Earl Lauderdale). 
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' *' The character given of Mr. Fbanci^^ by Mr* 
BuriEe aad Lord Minto in their pkcea in the House 
<^ CoaimiHis,. cHight to be here inserted. 

^^ Extract of Mr. Burke's speech on Mr. Fox's 
JEoBt^Imlia BiU, on December 1, 1783. 

^ Uncommon patience and tamper supported 
Mr. Francis a while longer under the baneful In- 
iuepee of the commendation of the Court of Direc- 
tors; his health, however, gave way at length, and 
in utter despair he returned to Europe ; at his re* 
Uim ike doors of the India House were shut to* this 
aan, who had been the object of their constant 
admiratkm. He has indeed escaped with life> but 
he has forfeited all expectation of credit, conse^ 
^fuciiee, party, and following. He may well say^ . 

' Me nemo ministro 

Fur erit, atque ide5 nulli comes exeo.' 

* This man, whose deep reach of thou^t^ 
whose large legblative conceptions, and whose 
grand plans of policy, make the most shming pai^ 
of our reports, from whence we have leanied all 
om lessons, if we have learned any good ones; this 
man, from whose matraiais^ lihose gaitiemen,, y^hQ 
have least acknowledge it, have yet spoken b$ 
iram & brief; tbb man, driven irom his letpploy* 
aunt, discountenanced by the Directors, has bad 
no other reward^ and no other dbtinction^ but thcit 
iawand ^ sphsfame of the soul' which .«» gpod eQ% 
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wd&iw can timiaysih^tow.m kielf*. .He^has not 
yet had so much asia good'word^ but fnHn.apdmtt 
too insignificant to make aliy other retiiniifat^lke 
means, with ivhicb fae-lntf baenriuitiished; for* per* 
fonning liis .slmre of a (btty^mtAich i^ e^uaMty tnqgatt 
on us all.' ' . ! ; ./ r : ' . 

'^ We must content oursdVes with a feiK lines 
£com the speech oi Sir Gilhert {Elliott, on moiriog 
the first chai!ge against. Sir £iijah Impey, 14th 
Deomiber, 1787^ • 

^ In ddivering my opinion of my hosmirabfe 
friend (Mr. Feancis), I am not so madly Vam as 
to think it can add any thing ta his hoooursrrr-it is 
not for him, Sir, it is to do myself honour, that I 
say here what I have often saki elaewhe»e, ■ dMtriif 
all the great and con^derable men whom this couB- 
try possesses, there is not one in the empire who has 
a claim so much beyond all question, who can sh^r 
a tide so tiiortm^lyaisthentiettted, as this gentle- 
itum, to the admunfion, the daanlcs, the lewacd^ liie 
love of his c^HMiy, and <of. the world If I am 
asked for proof)> I »say, the book of fak life is oipm 
before you ; it 4)l(s> -been vead, it has been examiagd 
HI every line bijitiie diluent inquisition, the searchi^ 
ing eye, of mfdice and: eavy. vHas a m^ hko/t 
beta found ? Is^ there one page, i wlAAi has not 
been traced by virtue and by wisdom? Vixtm, 
Shr; not of the cdd and neutral quality^ wJhkb ia 
contented to avoid repioadi by shiinking fimn ac* 
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tioti, and is the best a% of vke ; but virtae^brveD^ 
fidl of ardtour, <^fen^gy9 of efiSact Wisdom, Sir^ 
ftot (he mare flash of geniiis and of talents, though 
tiiese are not wanting ; but wisdom infcn^med, deli- 
berate and profound. I know, Sir, the warmth 
imputed to, nay possessed by that charactar. It is 
a warmth whieh does but bumbh all his other vir- 
tues. His l^art is warm, his judgment is cool, and 
the latter of tiliese features none will deny, except 
those; who have not examined, or wish to dis^ 
bdiere it.' 

" Having given the evidences in favour of Mr* 
FfiAircis, we should act partially and unfairly, 
ftough without a personal motive of any kind, if 
Mi^ did not state, per amtra, what has been said of 
him by a person, who^ after making a great noise in 
the world, seems now to be lost and forgotten, and 
Trtjo certtanly must havfe known whether what he 
said of him Wa& 'true Or false. In the Appendixi 
No. XI. to the MAi Report of the select committee, 
in 1782, there is a minute of Mr. Hastings, eom^ 
munieated td Mti Fhancis, oh the night o€'the 
J4ih of August^ 17»(>,^ in ^v^ch'he says— 

* My authority for the 'Opinions which I imrt 
dedarftdconeierniAg Mr^FkA:N^^ depends ori 
fiuTts wliiich hisiTe^-p^^ n^itfe^ m^ own xertaifi 
iaiowledge. 'J jndgd ' bf "Inii public* conAifct by my 
experi^ce \>f his private, WM<^h^ I MV^ founJd (b'l^ 
miii^tfvthmdh&nour. thisis^a si^ere tllarge)' 



but J^oipemteiy aad dett^^ately made/ from, tbe 
firm persuasion that I owe this justice to th^pub** 
lie and to myself, as the! only redress to both for 
artifices, of which I have been a Tictim, and wbieb 
threaten to involve thm interests, with disgirace a^d 
ruin. The only redress for a fraud, for which the 
law has made no provision, is the e;xposure ci 

it; 

. ^^ These imamdoeg w^re immediatdy foHowied by 
1^ challenge from Mr. F&Ai^cis* They met on the 
17th of August, and he was shot through llie body 
fot his trouble. Whatever mi^t be the artifioes 
employed by the cold, plotting treachery of Mn 
]Francis, to circumv^t a man sp artless and free 
froin guile as Mr. Hastings, fumo mnj^ et inam- 
piSi it is plain from the event, that Mr. Hastily 
iva9 not the victim of them. 

^' Mr. Francis left Beng^ in December, 1780^ 
passed five months at St. Helena, and arrived m 
Engtond in Oetpber, 1781, when nobody wwM 
9!p^ to him but the King and Edmund Burke* 
It appears, by erne of \m speeches, that his Ma- 
jesty was very greciovfi to him. Since that tkme 
hi^ parliamentary life has been b^oie the publk. 
One of the principal incidmts in it was the resent* 
ment, truly unqualified^ which he ea({»wfted in the 
House of CcHnmona, on the I6th July, 17S4, at the 
QC»¥}uct ofi l^rd Thorlow, then chaxicell<»r, who 
hf4 declared in the House of Lcmls^ ^ tbat it 
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would have b^en happy for this country, if Genera! 
Clavermg, Colonel Monson, and Mr. FRAifcis, 
had been drowned in their passage to India/ His 
observations on this curious reflection were delivered 
in the true spirit of a philippic, and with a fiiry, 
which/ considering the relative situation of the par- 
lies, astonished every bckly. But, what is still 
more curious, no man was ever so much courted 
by fuiother, as Mr. Francis was afterwards by 
Lord Thurlow, who probably had taken time to 
repent of that idle speech above mentioned. They 
lived much together in society, and, long before^ 
Ix)rd Thurlow died, they were very good friends. 

** The merits of Mr. Francis's conduct in India, 
and the steady part he took in India afiairs, as Imig 
as he had a seat in the House of Commons, have 
been generally acknowledged, but especially, and 
most emphatically of all men, by Mr. Fox. On 
the change of the ministry, in 1 806, as soon as the 
death of Lord Com^^Uis was known, there was no 
doubt in the mind of any man, not in the secret of 
the last coalition, that Mr. Francis would be ap- 
pointed to succeed him. Mr. Fox, it is to be pre- 
sumed, had his reasons for preferring the Earl of 
Lauderdale, who in a publication, three years later 
than that event, with great candour, has declared 
that * he secretly felt ashamed of his imperfect • 
km>wledge of the subject he was called upon to 
discuss ; a feeling, to which he was perhaps more 
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s^onbly alive, iix>m the recoUectioii th^t he had 
been selected by the partiality of one, w1m> isrOO 
more, to fill the first siti^cm in the management 
of the East India Company's affiurs/ 

On the 29th of October, 18P6, Ms Majesty, at 
the recommendation of Lord Gr^mlle, vw pleased 
to invest Mr. Francis,, with the expendve hcmour 
of the Order of the Bath. A wise;: man wou}(| 
have preferred some piiofit to so much honour, or 
have contrived, by the usual courses, to have unite4 
them ; and especially, as he professes, aad.has pub* 
licly declared that, since 1770, he has never re- 
ceived a shilling of the public money of England, in 
any shape, or on any account. 

" This is but a slight sketch of the subject, 
and a very hasty view of the person. The publiq 
life of such a man, so well acquainted with the 
principal persons of his time, and intimate wit)) 
many of them, conversant in all the transactions 
of his country, and mixed in some of them, though 
barren of events for the Gazette, would be in- 
teresting and instructive, if it were undertak^i 
and executed by himself. The history of an ar- 
dent mind in perpetual action or pursuit, never 
succeeding, but never courting repose or yielding to 
despondence, could not fail to communicate a pro- 
jectile motion to other minds in parallel directions, 
and to similar objects. They would see that suc- 
cess is not ndBesiary to happiness^ much less to 
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honouri and that be who contends a^nst adversity 
and persists without hope, cannot be wholly disap- 
pointed. 

" Human virtiie should be encouraged to believe, 
what this khan's life has proved to be true^ that, in 
some shape or other, though not in prosperity, 
tiiere is a rewalxl for perseverance in doing ristht. 



'' Tbo' still Jby foUy^ vice^ and faction>.cro8t». 
He finds the generous labour was not lost." 



" The approbation of posterity would be no re- 
compense if it could not be anticipated. The post- 
humous praise, the statue, and the monument, are 
incentives to others, but are lost upon the dead. 
Re virtually and immediately receives the tribute, 
who is sure it will be paid to his memory ; 

" Enjoys the honours destin'd to his nan>e. 
And liVes imtanter with h'fe futtire fame*.** 



In the course of a speech on India affairs. Sir 
P. Francis gives a short account of " such. par- 
ticular circumstances of his public life as bore any 
relation to his going to India, his conduct there^ 
and his conduct since his return to England." .As 

* Monthly Mirror, May and June> 1810. 
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this account will throw additional Ugjbit upcm the 
information derived from his biographer, it is useful 
to our present inquiry. Mr. Feancis observed, 
'^ That he had been bred up in the Secretary of 
State's office, where he had the happiness to pos- 
sess the favour of the late Earl of Egremont, then 
Secretary of State. That in 1763, Mr. Ellis had 
appointed him to fill a station of great trust in the 
War-office : that Lord Barrington, who succeeded 
Mr. Ellis, had recommended him to a noble Lord 
(whose absence, and more particularly the cause of 
it, he very sincerely lamented) as a fit person to be 
sent out to India as a member of the government 
of Bengal : till that recommendation, he had not 
•(Mr. Francis declared) the honour of being known 
to Lord North. He had, therefore, obtained a 
seat in the council at Calcutta, not through any 
private interest or intrigue, but he was taken up 
upon recommendation, and that the recommen- 
dation of persons of high rank, those who best 
knew his character and qualifications, and who cer- 
tainly would not have so far disgraced themselyjes 
as to have recommended an improper person, know- 
ing him to be such, to go out to India in a stati(m 
of so much power and importance. He had, ac- 
cordingly, been nominated with General Clavering 
and Colonel Monson in the bill of 177.3*." 

* Parliamentaiy Debates^ vol. xxii. p. 97* 
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CHAPTER III. 



In my former publication I was led into an error 
which I must acknowledge, and I am glad to have 
this opportunity of making the correction. In the 
Memoirs of Sir JPhilip Francis there quoted, it 
is said that he was born in the year 1748. By the 
precedinjg Life, which is unquestionably the more 
correct, it appears that he was bom in 1 740^ This 
fact is important. Instead of being nineteen, Sir 
Philip was twenty-seven years old, when the first 
of the Miscellaneous Letters, being^ the earliest of 
the known productions of Junius, made its appear- 
ance. All the Letters signed Junius were written 
when Sir Philip was passing firom his twenty- 
ninth year to his thirty-second : — ^a time of life in 
which it has been often remarked, men generally 
undertake the greatest designs of which they are 
capable. And surely he, who is at any time able 
to compose such Letters as these, is even more 
likely to produce them during such a period . than 
at any other; since the ardour of youth, which 
alone cou)id stimulate and carry him through such 
great exertions, is yet in full action, while the 

D 



34 JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 

judgment has received such lessons from experience^ 
as naturally fortify opinion. To this ardour of 
Junius in the cause he had espoused, the Author 
of the £ssay, prefixed to the last edition, bears the 
following testimony. " No man but he, who with 
a thorough knowledge of our author's style, under- 
takes to examine all the numbers of the Public 
Advertiser for the three years in question, can have 
any idea of the immense fatigue and trouble he sub- 
mitted to." — " Instead of wondering that he should 
have disappeared at the distance of about five 
years, we ought much rather to be surprised that he 
should have persevered through half this period, 
with a spirit at once so indefatigable and invin- 
cible*." Yet under the conviction of this singular 
enthusiasm of Junius, the same writer tbmks it 
" absurd to suppose that he could be much less 
than fifty ;" grounding his supposition on the fol- 
Idwing passage in one of the letters to Woodfall : 
^^ 'After a long ejcperimce of the worlds I affirm be- 
' fore God, I never knew a rogue who was qot un- 
happy." 

" Now when this declaration," says the author 

of the Essay, " is coupled with the two facts, that 

he made it under the repeated promise and intenti<)n 

■of speedily disclosing himself to his correspondent, 

• and that the correspondent thus schooled, by ^ a 

* Junius, i. 47. PreUminaiy Essay. 
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moral axiom gleaned from his own hr^ experi- 
ence t>f the world) was at this very time something 
more than thirty years of age ; it seems absurd to 
suppose that Junius could be much less than fifty, 
or that he affected an age he had not actually at* 
tained*." 

Whatever may be thought of the vanity of Ju- 
Njtus, in speaking of his own long experience of the 
world to a man as old as himself, his language is 
not unparalleled. Sir Philip Francis, at the 
age of forty-six, addressed the assembled members 
of the House of Commons in the following strain : 

" I speak from long observation and eaperience, 
and with all the deliberation and conviction of 
which my understanding is capable, when I aflSrm, 
that to unite all the powers of government in India 
in one person, would be a dangerous measure in 
one view of it, and a useless measure in every otherf . 

The reader will doubtless think that from so 
questionable a source as that to which the Essayist 
refers, no positive inference can be drawn with 
respect to the writer's age. If it be allowed to ex- 
tract conclusions at this rate, opinions the most 
absurd and contradictory may be supported. 

But Junius on another occasion alludes to his 
age. The passage occurs in one of his letters to 
Wilkes. " Many thanks for your obliging offer; 

• Junius, i. 46. Preliminary Essay. 

t Mr. Francis's Speech, March 7, 1786, p. 38. 
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but, alas!' my age andjigure would do but little 
credit to my partner. I acknowledge the relation 
bet^yeen Cato and Portia ; but, in truth, I see no 
connexion between Junius and a minuet*." 

The general and vague idea of age and infirmity 
which the above hint conveys, is not to be con- 
sidered as positive evidence. Nor can I deem it 
in the least subversive of the opinion, that Juinus 
was then only in his 32d year. It was clearly his 
desire and design, that some grave senator should 
be taken for the author of those Letters. He, 
therefore, very naturally insinuates, (but as before, 
plausibly^ and without a positive assertion) that his 
condition was such as to disqualify him from danc- 
ing with Miss Wilkes. A sense also of the incon- 
gruity of such an amusement with the profession of 
so stem patriotism as he was displaying, seems to 
come across his mind, and causes him very properly 
to observe, that he sees no connexion between 
Junius and a minuet. 

But when there was no particular reason why 
Junius should affect to be thought older than he 
really was, it does not seem that his natural dis- 
position would prompt him to decline so flattering 
an invitation. Look at his letter to JuNiAf;^ — 
there his age is much less doubtfully indicated : — ^he 
is unwilling to be considered aither so old or so 

♦ Junius^ i. * 325. Private letter to Wilkes, 
^ Jtjjgujs, iii. p. 218^ signature Julrius. 
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infiiTfif as to ^^ do but little credit" to a handsome 
partner. The style of this letter is so evidently 
that of a ycuf^ man, that it wiu^^ in my opinion^ 
the reason £bF his repenting of its publication. At 
all events, the unguarded levity with which lie wrote 
it, and the anxiety with which he desired its recal, 
prove pretty clearly what part of it belonged to the 
natural man, and what to the assumed character. 

Whether a man at thirty-one may speak with 
propriety of his long erperience of the world, is, after 
all^ a question which every individual must deter- 
mine for himself. Perhaps it may be said, that every 
man at that age imagines he has had long experience. 
But though I may differ from the Author of the 
Essay, in his opinion of the probable ag^ of JuNitra, 
I am perfectly ready to acquiesce in the charac- 
teristic trait that follows : viz. ^^ that he had. attained 
an age which would allow him, without vanity, to 
boast of an an^le knowledge and experience of the 
worid*.'* We all know that to gain this knowledge 
depends, not so much on the. time a man has lived, 
as on the use he has made of opportunities. 
^' Great men are not always wise, neither do the 
aged understand judgjnent." 

But here it may be asked, what groimds there 
^xe for supposing that Sir Philip Francis, above 
most men, had attained that early knowledge of 

* Junius^ i. p. 98. Pidin^aury Essay. 
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the world? what proofs are there that he had ac-- 
quired so deep a knowledge of politics in particular^ 
as to be qualified at the age of thirty to produce the 
Letters of Junius? I would answer these ques- 
tions by producing the evidence of Sir Philip 
hiniiself. In a speech against the endeavours of 
Great Britain to compel Russia to restore Oczakow 
to the Turks, he ^pressed himself as follows. — 

'^ In this place, Sir, I wish I had ability to at- 
tract the attention of the House, and to fix it, if 
possible, on some considerations connected with- the 
subjects in debate, and essential, in my mind, to 
the future peace and security of the kingdom. ♦ I 
have lived to see great changes in the government 
and policy of nations, in France, in Holland, in 
Poland, and America. But I declare ndost se- 

* • • • 

rioiisly, and most solemnly, that I have seen no 
rfevolution among nations so extraordinary dsthW 
which has taken place in rtiy own time, in the tetfr- 
pet and character of this couritry.' The coui^te- 
ntoce thdt expressed, the features thiit distinguish- 
ed, t^ chdracter of England, are faded and ef&eed. 
W^ hivfe now neither prejudiced ndf jJlifidple* p— 
nothing original, nothing of our own. When I fii*t- 
cAmc' into life, when, vtrithout experience or capacity 
to judge, I had opportunity to observe upoti pubMC 
tMnsactions and national disposition^, I do afBftil> 
that the prevailing principle, the favourite language, 
not only at court> biit ImiVersaUy throughout the 
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kixigdoiD) wa3^^ to reprobate German allianceS| and 
tQ ^withdraw from continental connections of every 
kind; This lyas the declared system of the govemr 
m^rt^, Bft his Majesty's accession, with an evident 
qoxKurrence of the country. The' policy of the ca- 
buQiet takes the opposite direction, and the peppje 
follow it The very lan^age which I now hold, 
which thirty years ago would have been received 
with, applause both by court and people, at this 
4^9 for aught I know, may expose me to the fiiry 
qf ^ populace, and to have my house pulled 
^Qy^ as if I had declared myself an enemy to 
cli^rch afxd king. Iiii the actual temper aad habits 
i)i the country, I see nothing like an appropriated 
^st^m. We stick to nothing. We are not pro- 
pisrly a nation of merchants, nor of &rmers, nor of 
j^pHlimfacturers, nor of soldiers. A .gentleman said 
y^eirt^rday, we ^ere a nation of stock-jobbers- I 
s^i we are a nation of 3 per cents*, and nothing 

elset." 

§1^ PifiLip heife speaks of the state of partic^si, 
^^1^ hejirst had an opportunity to observe upqii 
pikfiic trmmctiofis and national dispositimi^ — thirty 

* This singular personification is not peculiar to Sir Fhilif. 
iuwxus says, »* Go to little 3 per cents reduced; you'll find Wm a 
iDene M^ of a secretary ;-*^4ai omnium of all that's s^te^l}-- ' 

t Mt, Frahcis's speech, March 1, 17§?. VWp P^rliainentary 
I>ebates, yo}. 31. 

. .§ ^IfmVJf iij. p. 4«5, sigunturc Vbjeram. 
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years before — that is to say, irf the time of the Idng^s 
accession^ the> very time when the political education 
of Junius seems to have begun ; and he dcliviers 
himself vnth the confidence of one, who had made 
excellent use of the opportunities he possessed. 
But this, perhaps, in the estimation of some per- 
sons, may not sufficiently mark that actual course 
of study of the past, and close investigation of the 
present; which must have been unitisd to form the 
character attributed to Junius. On this point 
also there is evidence of competency sufficient to 
satisfy the reader. The education of Sir Philip 
%vas superintended by his father, whose talents and 
principles, it has been already shewn, were some- 
what of the cast of those of Junius. He was a 
man skilled in political controversy, deeply read in 
ancient history, and who had mingled not a little 
with those of the gteat world, to whom the secret 
causes of many events, both interesting and impor- 
tant, were at the time undoubtedly laid open. In 
the quality of an instructor — communi ductus officio 
et quodmn amore operis — ^much might be expected 
from a man possessing these advantages; but when 
that instructor was also the father, his advice, ex- 
perience, and example, would weigh much heavier. 
It is curious to see how these opportunities were 
improved by the inclination of the son. On this 
head, our authority is again unexceptionable, being 
that of Sir Philip Francis, who thus describes the 
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care which had been taken, in his earlier years, to 
implant' in his mind the seeds of wisdom. 

" Ever since I have been concerned in the 
transaction of public affairs, or indeed of any other, 
it has been my endeavour and practice^ tau^t me 
pertuj^s by instruction^ and certainly confirmed by 
habity to turn eoery thing I ready or hear, or see^ or 
observe^ in the transactions of life, whether it passes 
before me, or whether I find it recorded in history , 
some way or other to my own account, that is, to the 
tn^nvcement of my judgment, or to the directum of 
my conduct^!' 

To this practice Junius also had recourse, or 
he could scarcely have collected that fund of in- 
formation which he so evidently possessed. His 
precision in stating the minute particulars of many 
transactions, and his scrupulous regard to dates, 
declare his information to have been recorded while 
it was yetfiresb in -lus memory. This is observable 
in his Bccdunt of waemi events. '^ Mark these dates, | 
my Lofd, '£Mr you shpill not escape mef." He re- 
sembles Sir P; Francis also in his use of history/ 
and in the way that he applies past occurrences to 
the illustration of things present, or to the develope- 
ment of what might follow. Examples may be 
gstthered from every page of his writings, and the 
principle is expressed in the following quotation, 

• Parliamentary Debates, xxxv. p. 639. 
t Junius, iii. p. 121, signature Lucius. 
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which may be taken as a comiQeoitary on Sii( 
Philip's declaration. ^* Events, and characters of 
a similar nature, recur so ofiteo within the compass 
of a few centuries, thatJiistory is. in effect little more 
than a repetition. ' The scenes and najooi^ of th$ 
performers are changed, but the &^e is th^ sao^e^ 
I was led to this observation by a pfissagp I lately 
met with in a modem French autt^ *"." He tbfW 
relates an anecdote of Valentinian th(^ Third, iQ 
cvder to convey a description of the Frini^es^ 
Dowager and the King.' 

The inclination of Sir Philip Francis having 
avowedly led him, at the commencement of his 
career in life, to lay hold of every opportonity of 
improving himself, and in all thajt pasised arouwjl 
bim, being as inquisitive after motive9 and causes^ 
as diligent in tracing their effects, — ^mi^ he not 
dius lay up such a store of practMP^MJiiipjnni, 'lift. »t 
an early age would give him^ 4PWilW%' ^^ ^i^* 
(Hit vanity, to boast of an Illicit tiWQp rfpdgO. ;^ 
experience of the world?" ISblt tlw. goiiA^Mh^ 
which such an impression would give ^im in his 
own decisions, might prove, in one respect, a dis-^ 
advantage, I can readily allow. Gray hairs will 
add a sanction to our iQaxims, which is seldom dis* 
regarded or disputed. The knowledge which is 
obtained in the course of a very long life, is, of all 

* Juxius, iii. p. 40B, signature, an Inhocbnt Readbk. 
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kmds, that to which we are most wiUing tx> allow 
authority. It wounds not our own self-love, be* 
caus6 it daims no distinction tot which we at pre- 
sent make pretensions ; and all men secretly flatter 
themselves, that when an equal number of years 
shall have given them this universal passport to 
regard, the deference they now pay will be abun- 
diftntly recompensed. But when a young man lays 
dteiim to wisdom which his equals are not supposed 
to possess, he must expect ta meet with nothii^ 
but opposition. Those truths, which from old age 
would be received as oracles, shall, in this instance, 
be beard with indilBTerence or contempt. Vanity 
will be said to prompt his most profound reflec- 
tions ; since if-they sprung from a careful observa-* 
tion of mankind, they would convey a charge 
against odiers of oversight or inability. Let the 
contemporaries of Sir P. FranScis say, whether 
he had not frequently been placed in this unpleasant 
predicament. In India, his penetration, and tke 
freedom of his remarks, made him many enemies ; 
and in later years his tone tmi9 so little idtered— he 
bad so few things to unsay ^ and so many times was 
justified in appealing to his former sentiments, -^^ha* 
the prejudice continued to exist, long after its un- 
Wottby cause had aeased. Udder tbi» influence, 
mahy of his competitors have invariably shut their 
ears to his representations, till) when the measures 
he \iSdA r^ccmimended could no longer be refused 
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adoption^ they have then carried them silently mto 
effect. 

I appeal to facts, and to the writings of Sir 
Philip Francis, for a confirmation of the cha- 
racter here drawn of him ; — a character peculiarly 
calculated to support the imposing attitude assumed 
by Junius, and requiring some such dress as that 
of the venerable patriot to render its dictates suf- 
ficiently impressive. As Junius, the man and the 
mind are of a piece. It is a singular exhibition of 
the fire of youth, united with the gravity of a ma- 
tured intellect. From his gaiety and gallai^try, the 
heat and indiscretion he beirayedy it is far more 
likely he was in the prime of life, than that he was 
old, because of the severity and dignified deport- 
ment he assumed. Besides, it outrages nature less, 
when a young man supports the character of age, 
than when age adopts the licentious language of 
impassioned youth. Yet one of these descriptions 
must attach to Junius, for he exhibits himself in 
each extreme. The only fieur conclusion seems to 
be this, that he was midway between the two cha- 
racters ; that is, about the age of Sir F. Fkancis, 
at the time when the Letters first appeared. 

# 

In one point of view it seems unfortuaate that 
the. Letters of Junius were ever written. The 
imjNTobability that the autlior would remain con- 
cealed or unsuspected, were he frequently to af^pear 
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before die public^ would compel him either to shiin 
composition altogether, or to continue to write 
anonymously: this necessity has^ I fear, stood in 
tiie %vay of more good, than it has been the means 
oi effecting, even with Junius cast into the scale. 
This, I am aware, is a very quei^tionable notion. 
But might not all the great political truths main- 
tained by Junius have been placed in as strong a 
light, and have been equally well supported, with- 
out danger to the person of the writer ? The risk 
proceeded from hi^ severe castigation of men in 
power, which, though it might attract att^ticm to 
his doctrines, did but little in support of them. They 
are founded on a better basis than the passdons, or 
the good resulting to posterity from the labours of 
Junius, will be much less than the author pre- 
dicted. He says in his dedication, *^ When kings 
and ministers are forgotten, when the force and di- 
rection ofpermrud satire is no longer understood^ and 
when measures are only felt in their remotest con- 
sequences, this book will, I believe, be found to 
contain prinapks worthy to be transmitted to pos* 
terity *.** If this shall be the fate of the Letters, 
when they have lost the sharpness which gave them 
at first so high a relish — ^if, deprived of their per- 
sonal-satirey even Junius admits they will be per- 
manently beneficial ; — ^what is this but to affirm 

* Junius, i. p. 1, Dedication. 
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that had they never possessed it, thqr would 
still have done essential service to the country. 
Besides, it is not designed that every sarcaraiy 
much less tiie censures often justly cast on men ia 
power, should have been suf^ressed ; — much, iur 
deed, might have been done in this w^y without 
endaDgering the writer^s welfiure : and, independent 
of aU other considerations, the grace of thejashwn 
of these Letters, would have secured them respect 
and admiration. With his high qualifications, had 
every available means been employed, short of 
rendering it absohitdy n^^ssary that the writer 
should be concealed for the remainder of life, 
^['eater advantage, I think, might have accrued 
'both to the nation and to the man. He would not 
^have been deterred from undertaking some larger 
ykxk ; — his powers would not have been cramped 
by his bending them, for the sake of greater se* 
curity, in a direction foreign to their natural ex- 
pression ; — and had his life beecui imiformly agree- 
able to the tenets he avowed, the cause in which be 
i^ngaged would have been doubly benefited. 

I know not whether these or other reasons 
(have weighed with Sir Phii^if Francis; but.it is 
with much concern I see so few publications witli 
his name affixed to them. I know that he has 
been a very frequent anonymous writer in pamph- 
lets, newspapers, and magazines. But the regret 
is a national one, that in no larger work, if we ex- 
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cept Junius, has he left to his country the fruits 
of his uncommonly extensive reading, his profound 
research into the history and constitution of tliis 
kingdom, and long and intimate acquaintance with 
the leading evetits of his own particular time. 
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When I first took up this subject, I believed that 
Sir P. Francis did not leave England until the 
spring of 1 774. Of his proceedings from the time 
that he quitted the War-office, until his departure 
for Bengal, I was ignorant, till I saw in the pre- 
ceding biographical sketch, that '^ the greatest part 
of the year 177% he spent in traoeUing through 
' Flanders,'' &c. 

At first sight of this passage I was not a little 
startled, recollecting that the Letters of Junius 
did not cease altogeth^ until 1773. It seemed 
impossible that the writer could at any time have 
been absent from England for the greatest part of 
a year. His labour was so incessant, that it denied 
him even the opportunity of quitting London, ex- 
cept for a few days. In one respect this new in- 
formation was truly gratifying ; it brou^t all my 
pretensions to a test which if it did not establish 
must destroy their validity • The incompatibility of 
the fact with the writing of any one letter, would 
be of itself sufficient to overthrow the whole of my 
hypothesis. On the other hand; if the supposition 
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tbat all the Letters of Junius were written by ^ir 
Phij^ip was, in every iqstaxice, reco0cileaf^le> with 
the foregoing statement of his absence^ it would 
then be a strong pnesumption in favour t)f the 
charge. , . 

When the reader compares . the date of Sir 
Philip's departure and return, with the date of the 
Letters, he will see that the ocGurrence not ooXy 
admits of adjustment with the Letteis of Junius, 
but. that it daocrtaUs unto a vacant part of the 
correspondence, with an exactness tpo minute, to 
{NTOceed from any thing less than the actual. iden- 
tity of the parties. 

Let us first compare the whole., time of Sir 
Puuip's abs^ce, with the dates of Junius's Let- 
ters. " The greatest part of the year 177&9 he spent 
intmvelling through Flanders," &c. Now the last 
Letta: which J u Nibs wrote that year is dated May 
1 £ ; it was sent to Woodfall two days previous to its 
publication; consequently. May 10 is the latest 
period in the year 1772, at wluch we are able to 
find any trace of the drUtbor. It need not be ob- 
served how well this date allows of the absence oi 
the writer, during the greatest part of the year 
1773. 

But perhaps it may be ima^nedy that Sir 
J^iup left. Eqgland earlier than accords with the 
producticm of those Letters, in 177f, which were 
written by Junius. To ascertain what is due to 

E 
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ttiis supposition^ die reader is recltiedted to observe 
that in tiie Miscellaneous Letters signed V£T£fiA]», 
the removal of Sir Philip Francis from his 
iMdA situation is announced on tbe SSd of Marcb, 
1772. It was after this period, therefore, that he 
Vent d^hmd ; ' and some time longer would of 
course be taken up/in making preparations for hh 
journey; or perhaps in vi^ting his friends in -the 
cobntry, particularly his father, who was then at 
'fihLtb, in a declitring state of health. These con- 
jectures receive countenance from tbe feet, that 
Junius was silent from the time he informed us of 
the expulsion of Sir Philip Francis, until the 
4th of May, and on the 1 2th of that montti he says 
that he tots "jast returned from a visit in 4-ifcertain 
part of Bericshire*-'* 

Whether these endfeavours to account for 
the peribd which intervened, from the tiihe Sir 
Piiixii^' quitted the War-officfej to the^ dite ttf 
JuNiufil's last Letter in the year 1778, be adnrft 
ted to hdVe weight or not, '' this is at least cerlaki, 
that all regtA&r ihtercoilkrse between Juni0s and 
tte'^fablic ceasfed from theiiibintotithat Sir PmiLti^ 
IbsthiS'^late'; and 'thus* a sympathy is ^stibHshed 
between them, which renders it of less consequent 
Whether the short space of $h tit?eekSy which we have 
tio authority *for filling up, was occupied in tiie 
way that has been stated. 

* JuKivif ill. p. 451f signature^ NsMBf is. 
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But if we cannot tell what course $k Pfiu^^ip 
took; for a few week$ after h^ lost his place, WfiicaCn 
proi^e that the heibits of Junius saet also witJii in- 
terruption immediately after the appearance Of Anat 
.puUic Letter which annoiyxced ^ expulsion of. Sir 
P. F&ANCis : wherever JuNiufi was afjber that tint^, 
jhis own Letter to Woodfell,on May;4> 177S,.tj6Jyte 
.us, that he was then in no condi^on tokee|>>up'the 
ccmnection that had formerly subsisted betwe^ 
them. He deiircs tiie printer to reeover and Ite^ 
'iferia more favourable oppcKtunity, the Letter or 
parcel which his si^al announced had beeii sent 
to the usual place. ^' li pars pro toto be meant for 
me, I must beg the £avour of you to recal it At 
preseQt it would be d^ffkuU for me to recmt U. 
When the books are ready a Latin verse will be 
sufficient*." This favourable opportunity did nqt 
'«nwe in the course of that year. I am correct 
therefore in assuming, that as tarhf as March S3, 
1773, the situation of Junius had so much altefedi 
that it was no longer convenient to him to joiain- 
tain his acoistomed correspondence. 

The next Letter of Junius is dated January 
19r 1773, which correspcmds with the time of Sir 
Phiup's re^appearance in this country, accoi^ing 
to "Ae following passage : ^' In about half a year 
a(fter hfe retom to England, Lord Barrington moat 

• Juviuff 1. p. • 254, Private Letter to WoodfeU. 
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honenirably and generously recommended htm to 
Lord North, by whom his name was inserted kx 
an act of Parliament, passed in June, 1 773." Coo- 
ridering the loose mention of abmit half a year as 
-coming pretty near the truth, we are here presented, 
in the return of Sir Philip, with another strong 
proof of identity ; for it must be allowed, that the 
coiteidence between the absence of Sir Philip, 
^and the disappearance of Junius, is much strength- 
'^led by the fact, that the next communication of 
the latter took place at the time when the former 
had arrived in England. 

The extreme scope of time occupied by the 
Letters of Junius, with the exception of the last 
130 WoodfeU, is from the S 8th of April, 1 767, to 
the 10th of May, J772. During the whole of this 
period of five years, he kept up with his printer a 
Correspondence so " frequent and full," as to prove 
th^ greatest stumbling block to every conjecture that 
has hitherto been formed of the author. The table 
given in the Preliminary Essay, shews that " in the 
course of 4769, the author maintained not less than 
fifly-four communications with Mr. WoodfeU ; that* 
not a single month passed witfiout one or more 
: acts of intercourse ;* that some of thraa had not less 
than seven, and many of them not less than six^— 
«tt times directed to events that had occurred only 
a few days antecedently ; that the two most distant 
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communications were Aot more than three weeks , 
apart; that several of them were daily, aaid ibe- 
greater number of them not morie than a week from I 
each other." Yet however difficult, or impossible 
this is, to be reconciled with the claims that have, 
been made on the part of others, it exhibits nodiing 
more than might have been accomplished by any^ 
person who possessed the talents, industry, andcjjBr- 
partunitiesy of Sir Philip Francis. From the' 
year 1763, he tells us himself, that he held a: 
** station of great trust in the War-office." It was 
a {^ce requiring constant attendance, and therefore 
peculiarly fevourable to that continual correspond- 
ence with the printer, in which Junius was en- 
gaged. He' filled this post, as it appears by Junius^ 
until March, 1772, which comprises the entire pe- 
riod occupied by the Letters, with the exception of 
the three which were published in the May foltow-. 
ing, and the private note addressed to Woodiall in 
January, 1773. In the be^nning of June that 
year, he was appointed a member of the supreme 
council at Bengal; and in the spring following 
he sailed for India, from whence he did not return 
to England until 1781. 

From the preceding facts a satisfactory solution 
may be g&lthered for two very natural questions : 
1st, Why did not Junius repljr soicmer^ since he 
replied' at all, to WoodfeH's ^mis for his old 
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frieifid and corrapmiettt f It now appears diat he 
ymii abroad ; but as soon as he returned to Eng- 
land^ he informed Woodiall that he had seen the 
sisals, stating, very truly, *^ / haoe had good 
reaso^i for not complying with them." — ^Sdly, Why 
did riot Junius ^^ continue to labour m the vine' 
yardy'' as he hinted he would do at the suggesticm 
of Wilkes, when the latter recommended, throu^ 
Woodfall, the East India Company as a proper 
snibject for attack ? Nothing could be more unop- 
portunely suggested, than such a subject, to a man 
who, in consequence of the new arrangements, was 
at that time nominated a member of the' council 
for the government of India. 
^ ' But though Sir Philip accepted this appoint- 
ment, he did not neglect the recommaidation which 
Wilkes had givien Junius, to correct the abuses in 
the CitMnpany's affairs. His unremitting exertions^ 
in Initia; were productive of- great benefit to the 
clause 6f freedom and humanity. By means oi hi^ 
inflacnce in the government, he in a few yeai^s did 
movt to as»8t and relievb his injured fellow crea-^ 
tUTCiSj'tiian the pen of Junius could have effected^ 
had his whole life, as well as talents, been devoted 
to (iiat purpose. The efforts of Sir Philip were, 
indhsed^ attended with danger, and positive detrir 
ment to himsdf ; but this is only another proof of 
tiiat *^'high ind^spendent spirit^ honesily attached to 



the prindi^s of ^|ji^ cQqffij^if^oQj.aod fearl^s 19 
maintaining them," which is mentioned by tibe aur 
tbor of the PreUminarir Essay, a3 one of ^^e, distin- 
guishing attributes of Junius. 

, . The ,la;st of the Letters of Juniu^^ dated JaT 
Kjoary 19} 1773, is as follows. — 

"I have se^ the sigpals thrown put for your 
old. friend and correspondent Be assured that { 
bpve bad good reason for not complying with. thei%. 
Xn, the present state of things, if I were to write 
c^^ain, . I must be as silly as any of the homed <^-: 
tie, tl^at run mad through the city, or as any of 
ypyr .lyi^e ^^Idierraqn- . I ropanf ti^e cause a^ . the 
public. Both are given up. I feel for the honour 
of this country, when I see that there are ];iot ten 
ipen in, it,, who will unite, and stand together upon 
any one question. But it is all alike, vile and Qon- 

^mptiWe* . 

" Y(m .have never flinched that I ,know of; an^jL 

• 

I, shall alwfitys rejoice to hear of your prosperity. 

" If you have ai^y thing to communicate (of mo- 
]fi)^jt p yourself) you may use the last address, 
«id gij^ a h^iot" 

To , thi» the eflitor adds the following note. 
^^ Thi^ Letter was thus noticed in the answer to 
conespondeDts in the Public Advertiser, March 8, 
1773. * The letter from an old Friend and Cor- 
respondent^ dated Jan. 19> came safe to hand, aijid 
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his directions are strictly followed. Quod si quis 
tmtimat, Sgc^' '' 

What could be the reason that a Letter written, 
and we may suppose sent to Woodfkll, on the 19^1 
of January, was not acknowledged until almost two 
months afterwards ? It is without example in the 
rest of the correspondence. Was the writer abroad 
at the time this note was written, and did he for- 
ward' it by a private hand ? or was it written aftet* 
he reached England in March, \77Sj and theti 
antedated two months, to serve a particular pur- 
pose ? Both suppositions are reasonable ; and while 
they favour the conjecture that Sir Philip was the 
writer, they are not much at variance with that ge- 
neral assertion of his biographer, that he returned 
to England about half a year prior to June, 
1773. 

But another note in the last edition of Junius 
.may throw further li^t upon the matter : it is ap- 
pended to a copy of the Letter of January 19, 
quoted in the Preliminary Essay, p. *53. 

" The signals here referred to were thrown out 
on the very morning of the day on which thiis letter 
was written, and consisted of the following Latin 

* Alluding to a quotatioii at tbe .foot of Jtfvi08*« Lettu to 
Woodfallf March 5, 1772. *' Quod, si quis existimat me aut voliuir 
tate esse mutati^ aut debilitate virtote, aut animo fractpj vehementer 
errat/ 
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quotation^ inserted in tiire Public Advertiser for Ja- 
nuary 19, 1773, among the otiier ansvvtero to cor* 
respondents, Iterumquty iterumque manebo. The 
printer within a few weeks afterwards, availed Mm- 
self of the liberty of making a communication to 
Junius by the last address^ and in the Public Ad«- 
vertiser of March 8, gave the following hint : * The 
tetter from an olA Friend and Correspondent, dated 
January \9j came safe to hand, and his directions 
are strictly foUowedy Quod si quis eiistimat out, &c.' 
The quotation is peculiarly happy: for it is not 
only a copy of what Junius had cited himself in 
his last Private Letter but one, and was hence sure 
to attract his attention, but is a smart replication to 
the passage in the letter it immediately refers to, 
* Ymi have never flinched that I know of/ The 
subject of some part of the communication at this 
tim^ made by the printer to Junius, the editor has 
been able to discover, by having accidentally found 
among Mr. Woodfall's papers, and in his own hand- 
writing, a rough draft of one of the three letters of 
which it appears to have consisted. This letter the 
reader will meet with in the private correi^ndence, 
arranged according to its date, which is March 7, 
1773, the day antecedent to the public notice given 
in the Public Advertiser as above. Among the 
answers to correspondents March 20, we find an- 
'other signal of the very same kind in the following 
terms, ^ Ata voluntate esse mutaii i and in the 
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sMof place Maiidi S9> a t^nd emigek under the fol^ 
lowing foraij ^ ^itf debUkatA virtti^;' both <tf 
which it will be observed^ upon a ooniparisoni are 
verbal ccmtinuatiODs of JuKim'b own quotetioiiy 
and henoe, identify with doub^. feice the peisoo to 
wbpm they relate. In the PubUc Advertiser of 
April 7> we find the f<^owing &gm!L of a similar 
description, and it is the last we have been able to 
discover, ^ Dk quibm in terrisJ It is imdiable 
that these all related to matters of a personal c/90r 
c^m, upon which, by the above private letter, the 
printer had still leave to address his corFespondent^: 
at least there is no reason for believing that JuNJtrs 
ever broke through the silence upon which he so 
inflexibly determined on January 19} or consented 
to re-appear before the public in any character 
whatever." 

By the preceding note it appears, that the Lett^ 
which Woodfall acknowledged on March 8,' was 
dated January 19> m purpmto arnmr the s^gmis 
which ^^ were thrown out on the very nwmingqfthe 
dajf on which this Letter was [professedly] writtem" 
Some mystery hangs over this delay, t^ whic)i 
the conjecture of the writer's absence from £i^ 
land affords, I think, the most probable, splotioB* 
But further : this L^ter was acknowledged by- a 
nodce to the writer, which at the same time^conr 
veyed the hint, that its mufwer was lying at the a|H 
pointed coffee-house. Not only did Juif lus's letter 
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come safe to hand, but his iirectifms are.^trktfy 
foiictuied. These du^ctions were — " If you have 
any thing to comQiunicate of. moment to yourself, 
you may use the last ad^ess^ and give a hhd. Ac- 
cordingly we find that Woodfail availed himself of 
the permission, in a Letter which is dafcsd March 
7th, the day before this notice was given. He seems, 
at the same time, to have taken the opportunity of 
inclosing either one or two other Letters, which he 
had written before, and was waiting for instructions 
to fomard. His words are : — " Sir, I have troubled 
you with the p^nsal of two Letters, as that of the 
prior date accounts for the delay of not sending the 
books sooner ; and this acquaints you that I did not 
get them out . of the bookbinder's hands till yester- 
day," &c. ♦ The editor of Junius thinks tUs com- 
inunication from Woodfail consisted of three Let- 
terft : to me it appears to have been only two; but 
the number is of no consequence. What is sug- 
gested by the circumstance is this, that the corre- 
spondence with Junius had not been renewed 
when the first 'Letter was written, as it was lying 
ready for him whenever he should acquaint Wood* 
fall with the means of again addressing him ; and, 
consequently, the suspicion is sti'engthened that he 
was out of England. But as soon as he was ac^^ 
tiiaHy at home agBMl, their usual intercourse reconl- 

* Juxius, i. •256. 
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mtaced. That it did not continue^ may be indi* 
cated fey the thr^ succeedbg signals ; two of which 
having been without effect, the printer seems, by 
the third, to doubt whether his friend was in the 
kingdom. Or are we to suppose, that to Wood- 
fell's Letter of March 7th an answer was returned,- 
as appears by the signal on March 20th ; to this 
WoodfeU replied on March 29, according to an- 
other signal; — ^and on April 7th, Junius wrote a 
Letter, which finished the series ? In this case, the 
kst signal deserves our notice. In the two pre- 
ceding instances, Woodfell had contented himself 
with quoting passages from the Latin sentence iii. 
JuNius's farewell Letter of March 5, 1772. On 
this occasion he departs from his former prac- 
tice : and instead of *^ out dnimo fracto^^ which 
would have been in character with the foregoing 
notes, he gives " Dk quibus in terris.'' This was 
not inserted without a meaning*. It is for the reader 

* Because Junius had said» "any absurd Latin venc will an- 
swer the purpose/* some who have not examined these signals may 
be apt to conclude, that they contain no particular allusions. But 
Woodfall was not so bad a scholar as to be reduced to the necessity of 
quoting nonsense. When Junius says to Woodfall, " the gen- 
tleman who transacts the conveyancing part of our correspondence 
tells me there was much difficulty last night,*' he at the same time 
adds, ** your hint of this morning I suppose relates to this." (Ju- 
nius, i. • 246. Private Letter to Woodfall.) This hint was the 
signal, " Mukare fiecessarium est ;" which Junius properly supposes 
to have had a certain meaning. The signal which caused that last 
letter of Junius, dated January 19, 17739 was, ** Iterumgue, 
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to determine, whether it indicates that Junius had 
excused himself from some undertaking on the plea 
of soon going abroad, or whether he had hinted at 
something connected with his former travels: in 
either case it exactly agrees with the recent return 
of Sir P, Francis to this country, and with his ex- 
pected destination for Incfia. 

On the whole, however, I consider it estab- 
lished, 1st, That the latest period to which Junius 
carried on that regular correspondence with his 
printer which marks his residence in town, was 
March 23, 1772. 2dly, That the time of his po- 
sitive renewal of it was March 7, 1773. In the 
interval he wrote three public Letters, accompanied 
with private notes, dated the Sd, 4th, and 10th of 
May, 1772 ; and one private note, dated January 
19, 1773 ; from all which, nothing can be inferred 
with certainty as to his actual situation. To com- 
pare with the above dates we have the undoubted 
facts, 1st, That Sir Philip Francis left the 
War-office on March 23, 1772, and went abroad 
before Midsummer. 2dly, That he returned to 
England some time in the spring of 1773. — The 
exact accordance of the first date, renders the other 
almdst equally conclusive. 

Uerumque mondfo" (Juvius^ i. *3S. Note by the Editor); and 
the hints which it insinuates had been qften given> Junius admits 
by his reply, <' I have seen the tignak thrown out for your old 
Friend and Conespondent." 
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CHAPTER V. 

• • • * 

Tu£R£ is one means tending to the discovery, of 
the rank and station of Junius, which I wasted to 
adopt, after my suspicions of the author had been 
first excited by^ the remarkable evidence already 
detailed. I allude to the simple rule of seeing 
.with whose names he is most familiar. The com- 
mon maxim, noscitur h sociisy is, perhaps, as true in 
this respect, as it is in n^orals. Men with whom^ 
we daily mix, or who are almost constantly before 
our eyes, are very soon examined too minutely to 
be much reverenced ; familiar and jocose appel- 
lations begin to be applied to them ; and. w^ are 
insensible, though nothing is plainer to others, how 
naturally, whenever we mention such persons, n^e 
; prove our acgufLintanoe with them by taJd^g ^Jb^^e 
, liberties. 

A diffidence, however, must be made between 
the liberties that are universally taken, and those 
particular instances which are necessary for our 
present purpose. It is the fate of all greatness to 
experience something of the former— 



-" Then shall oar nsines 



Familiar in their mouths as household words 
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Harrtf the King, Bedford and Exetq-, 
Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 
Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered. 

But for our present object we want siich examples 
as are not the natural consequence of an abso-^ 
lutely high station, or very general notoriety : our 
end is to be gained only by finding such ludicrous 
titles employed, as are by no means common among 
the people. If Junius abounds with epithets of 
Ais description, given to men who were undistin- 
guished by popular, or indeed by party ridicule, 
dwing to their unimportance in the battalion of 
state, it must be ascribed to some peculiarity of a 
private kind ; perhaps to their immediate proximity 
to the writer, which gave them in his eyes alone an 
accidental consequence. 

The persons to whom Junius appUes epithets 
of famillbrily, which by the foregoing rule would 
prove the nearness of his connection with them^ 
ite Welbore Ellis, Esq. LordBarrington, Messra* 
^^^> Whateley, Bradshaw, and Chamier. 

It is not intended to furess the reader to any 
condusion diiawn froth the first tiirae names upon 
this list, They belonged to those who were con* 
fepicuous enough, in their day, to claim the notice of 
a very extensive circle *. But Whateley, and Brad* 

* ^Th« same may be said of Lcffd .Shdbunie» whose nickoame 

' ' ' • 

would be ^miliar to Sir Philip Francis^ from Malapi^ havmg 
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shawy and Chamier, were men comparatively of so 
litde importance to the country, that to attract, in 
the way they did, the attention and resentment of 
Junius, their conduct must have &llen continually 
under his observation. 

Mr. Whateley had been private secretary to 
Mr. George Grenville : his situation, at the titne 
when Junius speaks of him, may be gathered from 
the following extracts. 

" This poor matiy with the talents of an attorney, 
sets up for an ambassador, and with the agility 
of Colonel Boden3, undertakes to be a cour^e^. 
Indeed, Tom I you have betrayed yourself too soon. 
Mr. Grenville, ypur friend, your patron, your bene- 
factor, who raised you from a depth, (compared to 
which even Bradshaw's famly stands on an emi- 
nence,) was hardly cold in his grave, when you 
solicited the office of go-between to Lord North* 
You could not, in my eyes, be more contemptible, 
thou^ yod were convicted (as I dare iSay yoa 
might be,) of having constantly betrayed him in hi$ 
lifetime. Since I know your employment, be as- 
sured I shall watch you attentively. Every Jourtie^y 
you undertake, every message you carry ^ shall be 
immediately laid before the public. The event of 
your ingenious management will be this, — that 
I^ord North, finding you cannot serve him, will 

being burnt at the stake in the auk da fl, at Lisbon^ on the 20th of 
September, 1761. 
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gm^yqu QOtliing. From the other, party, you have 
jvatM much detestation to expect as can be united 
.vith the profoundest contempt. Tom JVhuttl&i^ 
4idGe care of yourself * !" 

Junius again speaks of him in a Letter to 
XmA Suffolk. ^^ Had you^ like poor Whatdty^ 
been reduced from a state of independence, to the 
himiiliating necessity of soliciting your support 
from administration, our reproach would be only 
turned against those who creditably took advan^ 
ti^ of such a situadon, and gratified themselves 
with tiie purchase of an honest man's repatatioa; 
and though we congratulated them on the acqmsii- 
tioQ which they had prudendy secured, we. shoiild 
sincerely pity the object of their triumph \y 

In these quotations, Whateley is not only men-' 
tknied in. that familiar manner which shews the 
writer's acquaintance with him, but even his per* 
aonal and mental qualifications ane desGribed,r^his 
lamtly is alluded to — ^the favours, he received firom 
Mr. Grenville, and those he hoped to merit from 
Lord North — every journey he might undertake, 

• and every message he might carry, — are all spok^i 

• of aa circumstances positively and personally kno^^^i^ 
- to. the writer. 

Comparing these indications of familiaritjrwith 
the opportunities afforded Sir Philip Francis, 



* Juviut, ill p. 310. No signature. 

t — , Hi. p. 39«, tignature, Hbkricu^.^ 
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we find that Mr. Craoige Gmwille nM «ne of tHe 
secretaries of state at the tfaneSir Phiuf FaaKiQis 
held that place in the Se6'etary of State's oAm, 
which had been given him by Lord Holland ; a&d 
Mr. Whateley was then Mr. Grenville's piivate 
secretary. Sir Phixjp therefore had fre^|iidat. 
opportunities o£ acquirk^ all that private and 
ocular knowledge of Mr. Whateley which is evioc^ 
edbyJoNiDS. 

Mr. Bradshaw^ we are uAd by JuNim himaiBif, 
WIS arigimlfy a ckrkUiacmttractmrfwJoT€ige^ and 
was q^erwaris txaltei to a petty jmt m the fFar- 
efike*. At the time the Letters of Junius vwe 
written^ Bradshaw was the Duke of Grafton'a pri- 
vate secretary, and Secretary to the Treasiary. In 
May, 177S, he was appointed a Lord of tiie 
Adminillyv 

This person, wtysk is invariably ridiciikd and 
cmsiiied by. Junius, is frequently addressed by 
the familiar name of Tommtf Brmbham ; we hear 
also of his sister ^^ Miss Polly Bradshaw, who, like 
the moon, lives upon the light of her brother's 
counteimnce, and robs him of no smaU part of his 
lustre t-" His portrait and character • are ^ven us 
in the " creatn-cokmed MercuryX^ and the " cream^ 
foioured ParadteS'' When a statemmt is made 

« 

• Junius, ii. p. 99, note by Junius. 

+ , iii. p. 406. 

J , iii. p. 424, signature, Veterak. 

5 > ii. p. 333, signature, Junius. 
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of tbe ftiaoiait of bis pension, and in what manner 
It was secured, it is also hinted for whalt unworthy 
services it was given him. In an accusation whiph 
Junius prefers against him, for having been con- 
cexped in selling the place of Surveyor of the Pines 
in America, he tells him, ^^ I have not xorittenfrom 
CWfjecture^ nor can you be ignorant that I have 
drawn my intelligence from its ^rst source, and not 
the common falsities of the day*/' On his being 
appointed a Lord of the Admiralty, the particulars 
of his origin and career are detailed to the public, 
with .the minuteness of a close and perpetual in- 
spection f* 

In this, as in tbe preceding instance, the cir- 
cumstances and connections of Sir P. Francis 
will be found to agree precisely with those which 
are attributable to Junius. But we now c(Hne to 
particulars, by which the writer's rank and station 
are shqwa more- plainly than even by these familiar 
appellations : and we shall find that, after pointing 
out the persons by whom he is surrounded, he at 
last reveds himself. 

c 

Jumps, in las private correspondence with 
WoQcUall, is enraged at Lord Barrington for having 
"appointed a French broker his deputy, far rio 
reason but his relation to Bradshaw %.'' This 

* Juvius^ iii. p. 273, signature, Q. in thr corker. 
f » iii. p. 449, signature, Arthur Tell-Truth. 

J— — , i. p. •247. 



68 yuNlUfi IDENTIPIUD. 

relationship would seem to be the chief cause of 
JuNius*s aversion to Bradshaw, since the conse- 
quences of it were resented by, him with the wann- 
est indignation. Sir Philip Francis had exactly 
the same cause of complaint against Bradshaw — 
the appointment of the French hvokeTyfarno reason 
but his connection with the lattery being the immedi- 
ate cause of Sir Philip's losing the situation he 
held in the War-office : and, according to Junius, 
Chamier entertained the hope *, that if Lord Bar- 
rington was removed, Bradshaw would succeed 
him as Secretary at War ; a change which could not 
be agreeable to Sir Philip Francis, since no 
event would prove a more effectual obstacle to hia 
own advancement. 

This unlucky deputy y more than all the rest, pro- 
voked the contemptuous familiarity, ridicule, and in- 
dignation of Junius. We first hear of him, sneer- 
ingly, as " that well educated^ genteel young broker^ 
Mr. Chamier '\.^ This was immediately after his ap- 
pointment as private secretary to the Earl of Sand- 
wich, who at that time was Secretary for Foreign 
Aifairs. Chamier was afterwards made chief se- 
cretary to Lord Barrington, through the interest of 
his brother-in-law Bradshaw^ and the Duke of 
Grafton :{; : and on January 25, 1772, as we learn 



* Junius, iti. p. 438, signature^ Veterak. 
t , iii. p. 306, signature^ Domitian. 
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from Junius, Lord. Barrmgton made biifi his d^nUjf 
Secretary at War ♦• 

From that moment Junius .endeavoured to 
displace Cbamier, by making Lord Barrington 
ashamed of his deputy. For this purpose he com- 
mencedy three days afterwards, a term tf Letters 
to his lordship, wherein his favourite is styled Tony 
Shammy, — tittle Shammy j — a tight ^ active tittle /el- 
bm^--^ tittle gambling broker y — tittle fFaddle-zvellf — 
my duckting, — tittle 5 per. cents reduced^ — a tnere^ 
scrip of a secretary ^ — an onmium of aU that's gen- 
ttelr'^-a wonderful Girgashite t, &c. &c. Through 
four Letters, out of sixteen which he promised, 
sarcasm, arguments, and threats, every topic that 
could dissuade, provoke, or terrify, was employed 
to remove Chamier. But all these efforts were in 
vain. The broker retained his situation ; and the 
remonstrances of Junius, so far from producing th« 
effect he intended, were injurious to those whom 
he desired to befriend, for, as he tells us himself, 
^' The worthy Lord Barrington, not contented with 
* having driven Mr. D'Oyly out of the War-office" 
to make room for Chamier, ^^ at last contrived to 
expel Mr. Francis X^^ 

At the very time these appeals were made 
m^iihst Chamier, no person could be more obnoxi- 

* Joirxii8« i. p. S50, private Letter to Woodfalls 
f ■ , ill. p. 4*6, sigiiatnre, Vbtbrait. 
} I , iii. p. 444, tigmituse, VBTBRAir. 
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ous to Sir Philip Francis than that gentleman. 
They were personally opposed to each other ; and 
tlie result shews that Sir Philip found himsetf un- 
able to stand against Chamier, who not only pos- 
sessed the qualifications necessary for advancing his 
own interest, but was backed with the influence of 
his brother-rn-law Bradshaw. To the office of 
deputy Secretary at War, Sir Philip, by long ser- 
vice, might justly conceive himself entitled : but 
when D'Oyly was removed to make way for 
- Chamier, and the private secretary of Lord Bar- 
rington Was his competitor for the place, he might 
reasonably fear the consequences. To detach Lord 
B. from Chamier, by alarming his pride, in the 
ridicule he cast upon his. deputy; or to deter him 
from persisting in his choice, by the dread of the 
anger of the public, the armyy and the Kmg^! 
howBver out of character with all other persons, 
^as natural enout^h in the case of Sir Philip. I 
cannot but think therefore that the Letters wnich 
JUNitrs wrote on this subject were the Letters of 
Sir Philip Francis. No other person had cause 
to feel so keenly — ^no other, man had so much 
ground for that extreme anidety, vehemence, and 
indtignation, which Junius manifested upoii this 
occasion. 
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In thus discussing the probability diat Junius 

• Junius^ iii. p. 434, signature. Veteran, 
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was nearly connected in rank, station, and acquaint- 
ance withWhateley, Bradsbaw, and Chamier, — 



€t 



I only speak right on ; 



I tell yott that which you yourselves do know.** 

Had I conceived it allowable t6 run into a series of 
probabilities in support of my opinion, the oppor- 
tunity was most invititig. But this subject needs 
no colouring ; and I pass on to the further proof 
that Junius was connected mth the tVar-ojjke^ and 
iden^ed in aU his proceedings with Sir Philip 
Faakcis* 
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CHAPTER VI- 



The name of Lord Barrington is so often intro- 
duced in this part of the subject, that he slides into 
observation almost before his tithe. In the course 
of the Letters he obtains his full share of criticism 
and reprobation. The part he took during the 
riot in St. George's Fields, the easy manner in 
which he conformed to different administrations^ 
and the indelicate eagerness with^hich he caught 
at any place, provided it was lucrative, were traits 
in bis character for which he was highly censured 
by Junius. But these public acts are not in the 
present case under consideration. It is tiie private 
pique w^hich Junius felt at the appointment of 
Chamier, to which the attention of the reader is 
now solicited. 

Woodfall is privately informed, that " the ap- 
pointment of this broker gives universal disgust. 
That ********** ***t would never have taken 
a step c^arently so absurd^ if there were not some 
wicked design in it more than we are aware of. 

t Lord Barrington. 
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At my rate, the bfitiker shtJiM be run doom. This, 
at least, is due to bis master*." 

He att^npts accordingly to run the broker 
down ; and if wit, bumour, and invective, couU 
have accomplisbed it, the event would have been 
answerable to the wishes of the writer. Nor was 
the master forgotten. I shall only make a few * 
extracts from thesie Letters to Lord Barrington, 
ipiying this general idea of their contents, that all 
ihe attacks to which Lord B. had been previously 
subjected, were mild in comparison with those 
which he experienced through the medium of this 
correspondence. 

The connection between Junius and the War* 
oi'FiCE is placed beyond all doubt by the subject, 
aim, and temper of tliese Letters. His statement of 
the dismissal of Sir Jeffery Amherst from the go- 
vernment of Virginia,— of the arrest and rescue of 
General Gansell, who was ^^ not upon duty, nor 
even in his regimentals,''— of General Burgoyne^s 
preferment, — of the difference between the Horse 
Guards and the marching regiments^— <-of Sir Wil- 
liam Draper's appointment to his re^ment out of 
his ixmxy with the terois on which he sold it, — 
of the secret and incomplete promotion of Colonel 
Luttrell, to which ^^ very few forms concurred 
eiY^ prioate anmnissums" — and of the conduct of 

♦ JviKtOB, i. p. ♦ ibO^ Plrurate letter t» Woodftll. 
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Lord Gf^iiby, tiie Commander in Ctuef^ — in all of 
which he displays a peculiar acquaintance witfi the 
details of army accounts, and the minor regolationa 
ef the service, — liowever they may justify a siupkim 
&at the writer bocupied some post at the Hone 
Guards, were of too general a character to afford 
conviction. But id the Letters at the end of the 
third volume^ it seems as if he wto almost indilferent 
to discovery, he so clearly betrays his perrnnal (Hh 
qmAuance with the proceedings of the Se^etary at 
War. 

The first Letter on the subject of Chamier's 
appointment, begins as follows : 

" My Lord, It is unlucky for (he army &at you 
shoidd be so thoroughly convinced as you ate, how 
extremely low you stand in their opimon. The 
consciousness that you are despised and detested 
by ^tty individual in it, from tiie drummer (whose 
discipline ntiight be of service to you) to tiie geiieral 
officer, makes you desperate about your conduct 
and xrharacter. You think tiiat you are wrived at 
a sAate of seiTurity, and tiiat, being plunged to tiie 
very heels in infiniy, the dipping has made yon m- 
vuhierable. There is no othet fvdy to aaiiimtjir 
yout hue frttntic tesolutwn of i^jprnting Trnf 
Skamtyifourdtputy Secretary at ^Ar* " 

If Lofd Barfitigtoii is touched by fiii*, Junius 
sees it. 

■ « ' ^ - 

*'JuNius, iii. p. -feji, signature^ Vbtisraw. 
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*• In my last Letter I only meant to be jocular. 
An Essay so replete with good humour coidd not 
posably giv6 offence. You are no enemy to a 
jest, or at least you would be thought callous to 
reproach. You profess a most stoical indifierence 
about the opinion of the world, and above all things 
make it your boast that you can set the newspapers 
itt defiance. No man, indeed, has received a greater 
share of correctioii in this way, or profited less by 
it, than your Lordship. But we krum you better. 
You hare orle defiect less tiian you pretend to. You 
are not insensible of the scorn and hatred of the 
w<Mld, thou^ you take no cafe to avoid.it When 
the blciWy Barrington, that silken, fawning couttier 
at St. James's— 'that stem and insolent minister at 
the Wan-ofl5ce, is pointed out to universal ton- 
teitpt and itidignatioil, you smk, indeed, but the last 
ag^nties y the hysteric pdssiori art painted in your 
countenance: Yoith cheek Utrctys tokdt passes within 
yoHj andyoar iihokfrhm is in cormdsions *." Hi6 
c6nvfefsatlc«is artri described, 'the" scetie of which \i 
ortHbririy thd WA*-0*tifcEt- Nor i^ 1he pftr- 
Hk^Mf delineation df «deh Iddk and action omitted : 
" shn^s and sttdleSy bom^ arid gIrifhdceSj the omde- 
scension of St. Jameses Atid' thi pHant pdBtehess of 
'Cfiange Alley $^'' are ^M pourtray^d with a spirit 

• Jwtvs, Si. 'p: 431, •(giutture, Vbtekait. 
f I..- iU. p. 4|37, fligoatittey Vwr«RAir. 

J / ■■■■. iii. p. 442, signature. Veteran. 
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and fiddity, which prove them to be drawn upon 
the spot 

Sir Philip was at this time a chief derk in 
die War-office, and therefore had the most farour- 
able opportunities for describing these scenes. He 
waa of necessity an eye-witness of many of the 
transactions. That he possessed the bclination, as 
well as the power, to take notice of them, there is 
little doubt. The promotion of Chamier had stop- 
ped bis own. He had a right to conceive himsdf 
injured, when after nine years service, he saw him- 
sdf suddenly supplanted by an inexperienced stran- 
ger. The circumstances narrated by Junius mi^t 
have X been detailed by another; but the language, 
which is that of an injured man, can only befit Sir 
Philip Francis- The identity, however, is made 
apparent by still further proof. Junius not ociy 
shews that he felt the violent indignation which 
was so natural to Sir Philip^ and to him alone*^^ 
that he felt it for the same causCj and expressed it 
|6r the same end; — *^Jor shame, my Lord Barring- 
ton, ^end this whifflkig broker back to the mystery 
he was bred in'' — ^but he also evinces an uncommon 
interest in Jiroour of the opposite party. 

He speaks of Sir Philip, and his friend Mr. 
D'Oyly, in terms of unqualified approbation. His 
friendship is not less conspicuous than his enmity, 
nor less indicative of the writer : they are described 
as ^' men who do their duty with credit and ability 



n 
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and tbereforei ^^ are not prapo' inrtrwnents /or 
Lord Barrington to xoork with. He must have a 
broker from 'Change Alley for his deputy, and 
some raw, ignorant hoy for his first clerk. I think 
the public have a right to call upon Mr. D'Oyly 
and Mr. Francis to declare their reasons for quit- 
ting the War-office. Men of their unblendshed cha- 
racters do not resign lucrative employments with<» 
out some sufficient reasons. The conduct of these 
gentlemen has atways been appraoed of; and / 
hum that they stand as well in the esteem of the 
armfj as any persons in their station ever did/' — 
" What signifies abiUty^ or integrity ^ or practice^ or 
experience in business. Lord Barrington feels him- 
self uneasy while men with such qualifications are 
about him." — " Again, I wish that Mr. FrancU 
and Mr. D'Oyly would give the public some ac- 
count of what is going forward at the War-office. 
I think these events so remarkable, that some no- 
tice ought to be taken <f them in the Houk of Com-- 
mons *." This last remark can hardly pass without 
exciting a smile, for who but the aggrieved party 
could have viewed this transaction in so magnified 
a lig^t, as to deem it worthy of the attention of 
J^arSamentf 

. . JuNitJs was not so accustomed to give praise, 
fts tp render an interference and a panegyric^ lite 
tbe preset, a matter of no importance. The last 

' • JviKiVB, iiL 446, signature, VfiTERAMr. ' 
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Editor distioguisbes the Letter to Lord Cwden as 
possessing " the peculiarity of being the only eQCO- 
miadtic Letter that ever fell from his pen undsr the 
signature of Junius *• If then his commendation 
was so rarely given, what are we to think of the 
eulogy just quoted ? It was passed upon two per- 
sons certainly not very conspicuous at that time, 
which renders the circumstance the more remark- 
able ; and it is written with a feeling in their fa- 
vour, not amf where to be paralleled in all the other 
writings qf our outfwr. So justly, indeed, does \t 
lay the writer open to the suspicion of being himself 
one of the persons whose cause he maintains, that 
I should regard it as conclusively fatal to the opi- 
nion I have formed, if Junius had written tbe»e 
Letters under his proper signature. This rock he 
shunned. AU the Letters upon Chamer's appoint- 
ment wa^e under .the name of Veteran ; perhaps 
to insinuate that they proceeded from the pen pf 
Lord George Germaine f* The following passage, 
taken from the first Letter of Veteran, strengthens 

• Juviusy i. p. •49* Preliminary Essay. 

f Thi$ nobleman has been suspected by many persons to be the 
author of Jui^ius ; but exclusive of other cogent reasons to the con* 
trary, he is said to have been so defective in literaiy attainxnents, 
as lo be eren inciq[>able of writing good English. See the Letter in- 
serted in the Second Edition of WoodfalFs Junius, 3 vols. See alaa 
Sir N. Wraxair^ Character of his Lordship; and Cumberland's 
Buloigy on VisocMuit Sackville, inserted in Cc^lins*s Peerage* last edi- 
tion» where this desciiption is confiimed beyond all dispute. 
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this e«|]^eeture. '^ Let us suppose a c^se, whiGh 
every man acquainted witl^ the War-office wiU a4- 
mit to bei very probable. Suppoi^e a Ueutenant- 
gen&ral, who perhaps ma^ beapserj or a member qf 
the Hmue of Comnwm, does you the honour to wait 
upoQ you for instructions relative to bis regimenf^*" 
Yet without thiS; sufficient pains were taken in the 
composition, to disunite tbq idea of JuNtu^ from 
that of the author of these Letters : and in case in- 
quiry should be privately made, Woodfall was ex- 
pressly desired to be c&reful not t^ have it kngmn 
frcm wham they eame f. Under the signatum of 
ScotMy a name which Junius would not readily 1^ 
suspected of adoptiQg, L^ Barringtoa is ag^ 
addressed, and the resentment of Sir P. Fban<hs at 
being expelled, is alluded to. ^ You have bad some 
kdaonsy which have made you more cautious than 
you used to be. Yom have reason to remember, 
tluit tnodestf humbk merit will not always bear to 
be insulted by an upstart m office :{;.'* The Memoirs 
of Lord BarringtM close the series, when Woodfall 
was again desired to he^ the author a secret § : that 
is, to prevent all these Letters from being ascertained 
to proceed from the pen qfJumus; for he knew no 
other author. 



* JvKiva, iii. 425, signature, Vbterak. 

f i. • 247, private letter to WoodMl 

t — ^— iii. 448, signatuffu ScoTU«. 

$ ' i. •««5, pcivttie' letter to Woodfall. 
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This caution given tx> Wood&ll^ to conceal the 
name of the author, is very remarkable. It evinces 
a suspicion, that under the name of Veteran the 
real writer might be guessed at Yet this does not 
much concern him, it would seem.; for in the coisse 
of those Letters, he had taken no great pains to 
conceal himself. His only fear is then, lest V ete- 
RAV should be tUscacered to be Junius ; and not 
lest Veteran ^ould be discovered to be Francis. 
Perhaps Sir Philip had no objection to be sus- 
pected of pleading his own cause, though he -m]^ 
very properly apprehend the consequences of a more 
extensive developement. Nay, it appears that he 
actually was su^ected; for Lord Barrington was 
cctopared with his ovm ckrkSy by way of defence, 
in a Letter signed Naoalis ; which Letter was con- 
sidered by Junius as the composition of his Lord- 
ship ; and in the very next communication we are 
infomied by Veteran, that Lord Barrington had 
expelled Mr. Francis*. 

* It will satisfy the reader, that no fiilse statement has beeai^ven 
of the whole of this transaction^ whereon the proof of identity prin- 
cipally hinges^ if we subjoin^ entire^ three of the Letters on which 
oar eridence is founded. 

TO LORD BARRINGTON. 

** MY LORD, JaxKumy 88, 1772. 

" It is unlucky for the army that yoo should be sq 
thoroughly eonvinced as you are how extremely low you stand in 
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The tone and substance of these Letters are in 
themselves worth a thousand arguments. With 

their opinion. The consciousness that you are despised and detested 
jbj ereiy individual in it, from the drummer (whote discipline m%ht 
be o£ service to you) to the general officer, makes you desperate about 
•your conduet and character. You think that you are arrived at a 
state of security, and that, being plunged to the very heels in infamy, 
the dipping has made you invulnerable. There is no other vpiay to 
account for your late frantic resolution of appointing T&ny Shammy 
your deputy Secretary at War. Yet I am far from meaning to im- 
peach his character as a. broker. -In that line he was qualified to get 
-forward by his industry, birth, education, and accomplishments. I 
make no sort of doubt of his cutting a mighty pretty figure at Jona- 
than's. To this hour among bulls and bears his name is mentioned 
with respect. Every Israelite in the alley is in raptures. Whatt owr 
Mfiiend, Httle Shammy ! — Ay, he was always a tight, dciwe KitUfel^ 
JaWsond would wrungle/or an dghih asifhe had hem lommJemsalem. 
Whtid ha" tiumghi it I Well, we may now look out/or the rebuilding ^ 
the Tefi^, — My lord, if I remember right, you are partial to the 
spawn of Jonathan*s. Witness the care you took to provide for Mr. 
Delafimtaine in the military d^rtment. He limped a litde when 
heiefi the alley, but your lordship soon set him upon his legiikgain. 
This last resolution however approaches to madness. Your creamr 
coloured Mercury has over-reached both you and himself; and re- 
member what I seriously tell you, this measure will, sooner or later, 
be the cause, not of your disgrace, — (that a^r*s settled) but of your 
ruin. What daemon possessed you to place a little gajubling broker 
fit jdie bead of the War-office, and in a post of so much rank and con- 
fidence, as that of deputy to the Secretary at War ? — (I speak of yoiv 
office, not of your person.) — ^Do you think that his having been use- 
jtil in certain practices to Lord Sandwich, gives any great relief to his 
character, or raises him in point of rank ? My lord, the rest of the 
wdrid laugh at your choice y but we soldien feel it as an indignity to 
the whole army, and be assured we shall resent it accordingly.— No4 
thajt. I think you pay much regard to the sensations of any thing 
under the degree of a general officer, and even that rank you haye 

G 
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such express proof that Junius, the writer of them, 
wi^s in the h^best degree exasperated at Lord Bar«- 

publidy stigmatitfed in the most opprobrioos terms. Yet 8tiU> some 
of them^ though in your wise opinion not qualified to commaiid^ aie 
entitled to respect Let us suppose a case, which every man- ab- 
quainted with the War^office will admit to be very probable* Sup^ 
pose a lieutenant-general, who perhaps may be a peer, qf a meabar 
of the House of Commons, does you the honour to wait upon yob 
for instructions Relative to his r^'ment. After explaining younetf to 
him with your usual accuracy and decision, you naturally refer him 
to your deputy for the detail of the business. My dear general, Fm 
prodigitmtly kurried.'^Bui do me tkefammr to goio Mr. Shimmy ;**-^ 
io htde WadMetodl 'f^-go to my dmckkng y^-^ to Utile three per c$nk 
reduced*, — you'll find Iwm a mere ierip of a seerotary 5 an omvium i^iU 
that's genteel 5 — the acthity qfa broker \ — thepolitenets qfa imr^d remn^ 
--— M <? th e the, fsto, 

** Our general officer we may presbme being ouiious to tea tUt 
wonderful Oirgashite, the following dialogue passes betweoi them. 

*' Lieut, Gen, Sir, the Secretaiy at War tefers me to yoo for aft 
account of wh^t was donfe 

''WkdMeUuM. Done, Sir l-^losed at three^hthal^Lookediyt 
I most own ;— 4)at to-monow, my dear Sir, I hope to see a more 
lively appearance. 

** lAeut, Qen. Sir, I speak of the non*eflfective firnd. 

** HTiddlemell, Fund, my dear Sir ! In what fund would you wish 
to be concerned ?"^peak fredyo-Yoa may confide in your humble 
servant $— -I'm $)l discretion. 

'* Lieut. Gen. Sir, I really don*t understand you. Lord Baniii^- 
ton says that my regiment may possibly be thought of for India-^* 

*^ WiaddleweU. India, my dear Sir ! — stiange fluctuation : — from 
fboiteen and an half to twenty two, never stood a moment :-^biit 
ended cheerful ;vno mortal can account for it. 

** LieiU. Gen. Damn your stocks^ Sir> tell me whether the corn* 



'' WoddkweU. As lor commiflsion> my dear Sir, I'll venture to say 
that no gentleman in the alley ^oes bu«n«» upon eaiicr terms. I 
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rington for depriving Mr. Francis of his situation, 
let us turn to the biography of Sir Philip Fean- 

never take liess than an eightb^ except from Lord Sandwich and my 
broHiev-in-law, bat they deal largely, and you must be sensible, my 
dear Sir, that when the commission is extensive, it may be worth a. 
broker's while to content himself with a sixteenth. 

** The general officer, at last, fatigued with such extravagance, 
quits the room in disgust, and leaves the intoxicated broker to settle 
his accounts by himself. 

'' After such a scene as Oiis, do you think that any man of rank 
or consequence in the army will ever apply to you or your deputy 
ajgain ? — Will any officer of rank condescend to receive orders fh)m a 
little, whiffling broker, to whom he may formerly perhaps have 
given half-a-crown for negociating an hundred pound stock, or six- 
pence for a lottery ticket My lord, without a jest, it is indecent, it 
is odioitt, it is preposterous. Our gracious master, it is said, reads the 
newspapers. If he does, he shall know minutely in what manner 
you treat bis &ithfal army. This is the first of sixteen letters ad- 
dressed to your lordship, which are ready ibr the press, and shall 
appear as hst as it suits the printer's convenience. 

♦' VETER AN," 



TO IjORD BARRINGTON. 

'' MT LO«D, March 10, 1773. 

*' I am at a loss for words to express my acknowledg- 
ment of the signal honour you have done me. One of the principal 
purpoaes of these addresses, was to engage you in a regular, public 
correspondence. You very justly thought it unnecessary to sign your 
name to this last, elegant performance. NovaHs answers as well' as 
Harrington. We know you by your style. This is not the first of 
your epistles, that has been submitted to the criticism of the public. 
While yet, like poor WaddUweU, you were young in office, your let- 
lers^ to Creneral Fowke were oonndered as Ihe standard of perspicuity. 

g2 



84 JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 

CIS, and see whether any peculiar feeling of hos- 
tility was entertained by him on this occanon. 

You are toqw very M in office^ and continue to write endl^ as fon 
did in 'your infimcy. I do not wonder that the extremes of your ca- 
pacity should meet in the same point, but I should be ^ad to know 
at what period you reckoned yourself in the prime and vigoor of 
your official understanding. — ^Was it when you signified to die AM 
regiment of guards his Majesty** gratitude and your own, for the ala- 
ority in butchering their innocent fellow-subjects in St Geofge^s 
Fields } — ^Was it when you informed the House of Commons, that 
IfStt and the doctor were equivalent to a commander in chief ?«— Or 
when you declared that there was not a man in the army fit lo be 
timted with the command of it? — Or when you established that 
wise and humane regulation that no officer, let his age and infirmities - 
be ever so greats and his services ever so distinguished, should be suf- 
fered to sell otttj - unless he had bought all his former commissioiis f 
Or in short was it when you dived into Jonathan*^ for a deputy* veA 
plucked up WaddleweU by the locks? When you answer these 
•questions, I shall be ready to meet your lordship upon that gnmnd^ 
on which joxx think you stand the firmest In the mean timc^ give 
me leave to say a few words to Nwalia. 

** You are pleased to observe that my three first letters are filled 
with low scurrility upon hackneyed topics collected from the news- 
papers. Hare a little patience, my dear lord ; I shall soon come to 
closer quarters with you. As for those dialogues, which you are 
pleased to say have neither wit nor humour in them, I can only ob- 
serve that there are many scenes, which pa&s off tolerably well upon 
the stage, and yet will not bear the examination of the closet You 
and WaddleweU are excellent performers. Between a courtier and a 
broker wardi are the smaUest part of the conversation. Shn:^ and 
smiles, bows and grimaces, the condescennon of St James's, and the 
pliant politeness of 'Change Alley, stand in the place of repartee, and 
fill up the scene. 

** You intimate, without daring directly to assert, that yim did 
not fix that odious stigmanipon the body of general offi<MTS. Have 
you foigot the time when you attempted the same evasion in the 



JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 85 

*' In 1763, Sir Philip wbs uppointed by the 
1^ L«d Mendip, thai Welbore Ellis, Esq. and 

HauM «( CommDns, utd fbronl General Howard to riae and nj he 
tnt uhtmed of you i These mean, dirtf, pitifiit tricks an fitter for 
J«aatlwn'i than the War-office. 

" Vau halt vKitt exfirieitce tkaii aMf t^ yo» elerki, mtd y»mr ^reaf 
■ M Mm an ackaateledgtd on aU »dtt. — As for <^our expefieBGe, weall 
know how much your conduct has been imftrored by iL But pfay 
lAa infonncil you of thitumtwrMttMbaowfn^pnmlof youiabilitiesF 
llie i^cophants, whose company you delight in, are Ubely eaou||h 
to fill you with these flattering ideas, fiat if you were wise eiuM^h 
lo coatuk the good opinion of the world, you wimld not be *o (jsger 
toeitabliah the credit of your understanding, llie moment yoa ar- 
rive at the character of a man of lenae you are vndoiie. You must 
dten idinquLih the only tolerable excuse thai can be made for yoor 
Moduct It b really unlund of you to distress the few Griends ywi 
haveldi 

To your lordship's zeal to discover and palrottise ialtnt merit, the 
fuUic it indebted for the services of Mr. Bradshaw. Pniy, nfy lord, 
will you be so good ai to explain to us, of what nature weie those 
serriccs, which he first rendered to your lordship i Was he winged 
like a messenger, or itationacy like a centinel i 

— " Like Maia^ son be MDcd 
And iliook hii plomeai* — 

videlk^ at the door of Lady — n's cabinet His zeal in the a:^ 
wntion of this honourable ofiice promoted him to anotber door, 
where he also stands centry, 

— " Tb^^oe ICTcm coenet 



TbM he has ably served the state, may be cdlected fma the puk 
acknowledgntents the ministry have made him. Fifteen hundi 
paondi a year, well lef^ued lo himself and his &mily, witi acquit I 
king of any ingratitude to Mr. Bradshaw. It is by mere acctdi 
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Secretary at War, to a considerable post in the 
War-office^ which he rei^gned in the beginning of 

that Sir Edward Hnrke and Sir Jefay Ambent an no biiler {»o- 
tided for. 

" But we are indebted to your lordship for anothn disiBOiieiy o( 
merit equally latent with Mr. fiiaddiaw*a. You have a phoenix of a 
' deputy, though yet ha is but yoiuig in his nest He hat hardiyiMd 
time to dear his wings from the ashes that gave him birth. This 
too was your lordship's apology for mining GenerM Fowke. Yim 
glTe let in esrid^ioe, that, yon had been but four months in offioe; 
and now you tell us diat your deputy also b in the same unfledged 
stale of noviciate ;«-thou§^ for abilities and knowledge of the worid, 
neither Jtw nor Gen^ can come up to him 1 For shame, my Lord 
Barnngtoo, send this whiffling broker back So the mysteiy he was 
bred in. Though an infont in the War-office, the man is too old to 
leam a ndw tiade. At this very moment they are calling out for him 
at the bar of Jonathan's— Shammy !— Shammy 1— Shammy I'^^The 
house of liraH are waiting to settle their last account with him. 
Durtng his abtience things may take a desperate turn in theiJ]ey> and 
you never mi^ the able to make up to the man What he has lost in 
haii^«k<owns and si^^penoes already. 

'-VETBRAN,- 



TO IHE PRINTER OF THE PUBUC ADVERTISER. 

t. - • • . 

*<nn, Mardi S3, 1779. 

** I desire you will inform the public that the worthy 
Lord Barrington^ not contented with having driven Mr. D*Oyly out 
of the War-office, has at last ocmtrived to expel Mr. Francis. 
His lordship will never rest till he has cleared his office of every gen- 
deman who can either be serviceable to the public, or whosi faoaMir 
and integrity are a check upon 4iis own dark |«odceding8. Men« 
who do' their duty- widi credit and ability, are net proper instruments 
for Loid BaningtbA to work with. He mbsC have a broker * ifom 
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1772| in taoBeqfi&OQC ei a Vtsamni 

Bwr'mgtmt by wh&m kctbmtgkt hims^ if^ttred. 
Fmntly imd.B. thought w top, or that mmethir^ 
mssd^MMr^Frtmckj 49 xoHi c^pemrherei^ttr'' 



*Giiatiige Alley ibr 4k deputy^, and some raw, ignotant boy for his 

first derk. I think the public ha^e a right^to call vs^xi Mr. D*Oyly 
and Mr. Fravcis to declare their reasons for quitting the War« 
office. Men of their unblemished character do not resign lucrative 
cmphqrtiieatB ^tfaout some suflicienl reasons. The conduct of these 
gentleoaei^ has always been approved of, and I know that they stan^ 
as well in the esteem of the army, as any persons in their station ever 
did. What then can be the cause that the public and the army 
^Mttld %• depi$<^ bf their serviced '*Th^e must certaiDly be some- 
thiyg.abpHt Lord BarrtogtoB lyMoh ^very hfipest man dreads and de* 
tests* Or is it that they cannot be brought to connive at his jobs and 
underhand dealings \ They have too much honour, I suppose, to 
de 'some certain business by cdmfittfsion. They have not becfn edu- 
cated in ^ oofiiBevsatioa of Jerwa^and gimblere ;— they have had no 
experience at Jonathan's \ — they know nothing of the stocks ; and 
therefore Lord Barrington drives them out of the War-office. The 
amiy indeed is ^eeme to a fine pass, with a gambling broker at the 
btad of itl-^What^Kgnifics aVility, or iol^grity, or practice, or exp< 
peiiaaoe in business. Lord Barrington feels himself uneasy while 
men with such qualifications are about him. He wants nothing in 
his t>ffice but ignorance, impudence, pertness, and servility. Of these 
oopmisdities he has laid in a fplent^ stock, that ought to las4 him 
as long. as he is Secretary at War. Again, I wish that Mr. FftAVCis 
and Mr. D*OyIy would give the public some account of what is. 
going forward in the War-office. I think these events so remarkable 
tlwt sone BOtioa ong^t to be taken of them in the- House of Com* 
noDS. When the public loses the service of two able and^ honest 
servants, it is but reasonable that the wretch, who drives such men 
out KiH, a poblic office, should be compelled to give some account of 
himself and his proceedings. 

'* VETERAN. 
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Here there is a distinct avawtl of a^ quarrel 
having taken {dace between Lord Barnngton and 
Sir Philip Frakois, whteb, for the same cause, 
and at the same time, subjected his LordsUp to- 
tiie resentment of Junius. The displeasure of the 
latter was particularly called forth when the inte- 

, • » ■ * 

rests of Sir Philip were in danger : it increased, 
pari passUy as the conduct of his Lordship gre]ir 
mate and more adverse to Sir Philips views; 
and it arrived at its highest pitch in the moment' 
Mhen all his hopes were finally sacrificed, 

.But. the pamllel does not end here* In [the 
same nrnth that Sir Philip -was expelled, JiJNitrs 
wrote a private Letter to l^is printer, intimating 
tiiat his labours were at an en4> and that he should 
thenceforth discontinue writing, unless some good 
occasion offered. 

i ^ ... 

" Your letters with the books, are cpme ^^ to 
hand. The difficulty of corresponding tirises 'from 
situation, and necessity to which we must submit. 
Be assured I will not give you more trouble than 
is unavoidable. If the vellum books are not yet 
bound, I would wait for the index. If they are, 
let me know by a line in the Public Advertiser. — • 
When they are ready, they may safely be left at 
the same place as last night. 

" On yout account I was alarmed at the price of 
the book. But of the sale of books I am no judge^ 
and can only prp-y for yout* success. What you 
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sfty about the praiits is very bkndsome. I iike to 
deal ml&k such men. As for mysdf^ be assured 
that I am far above all pecuniary views, and no 
other person I think has any claim to share with 
you. Make the most of it therefore, and let 
all your views in life be directed to a solid^ kawcoer 
pitHierate independence^ Without ity no man can he 
happy, nor eoen honest. 

" If I saw any prospect of uniting the city once 
more, I i^ould readily continue to labour in the 
vineyard. Whenever Mr. Wilkes can tell me 
that such kn union is ' in prospect, he shall hear 
<rf me.^ 

^* Quod si qtus existimat me out mluntate esse 
mutatd, ma debiliti^d »oirtutey out animojracto, ve- 
hemmter err at. Farewell *• " 

This Letter was certainly intended to close the 
correspondence. It is the last regular communi- 
cation to Woodfall, previous to that of January 19, 
1773. From the concluding sentence, " but if any 
one thinks my inclination changed, my courage 
weakened, or my spirit broken, he greatly errs f — 
^ he appears to have been desirous to defend his si- 
lence from unjust imputations, and to stand clear in 
the estimation of Woodfall of being influenced to 
desert the cause by unworthy motives. Nor was 

* JqnicSj i. p. ♦2^3. Private Letter to Woodfall. 
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9ach a vindieatMHi unoee^sstuy? for WoodftU poflK 
sessed that kiMmledge of which the public ivere 
deprived : he knew that Junxu&> and Vetsran 
were the isame fx^^on; a^d, therefove^ he a»glrt 
jrnHy suspect, that tiie tM:e of Junius was involved 
ia that of Mr.^ Erancxs ; and Ifaat the loss of liie 
opportucuties which hud li^louged to the l^^Ofiis by 
, virtue of his ofEce at the Horae Guards, had oacised 
the usefiilness of the fon»er» as a political watch- 
man^ to be fatally diaiimshed. To me^ I confess it 
seems ski^dar,. that wit^ this key to the discovery 
of the author, curiosity did not pitMdpt Wood&itt at 
some time to inquire whether Mr. Francis was 
not aware oi the name, and grateful for the exer- 
tions of his atiooy«oua4i£h^Qate. But k uMSSt be 
allowed, that a sense of duty might Nli^lbe late 
Mr. Woodfall under restraint ; and that he, per- 
hapsy felt hifi honour concerned not to take any 
steps bkoself, or by commuDicating . his susf^cion, 
cause them to be taken by odiers, so as that the 
secret should be at leagtii wrung: frem* the reluctant 
author. 

- Ii^ jthe Letter last ^quoted, <»ie passage occurs 
whi<^ baa been supposed to countenance the idea 
that JvKirUs was^fa sraa of iiide|»eDdent forlnne* 
la hiajEefusal to teceti^ia fihave«of WoodAA'a pro«^ 
fit^ron JuNiusyiaiidr Iw^reoomoiendation ef a soUd, 
however moderate independence, without wluch no 
man am be happy^ nor even honesty it is presumed, 
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IQ the PrdBminify Essay, liiat he gave a {Mtx>f 
^^ as well of his (fffhence as of his generosity.;" and 
that he '^ reasoned irom the sphere of life in which 
he was accustomed to move*." But how could 
Juirius have accepted these paltry profits, without 
^vmg a deadi blow to the high estimation in which 
he had led his correspondent to hpld him, both for 
his rmk ^and power ! 

*' Whatl shall one of us 
That struck lihe^bremof^ fMm of all thU world 
But for sttpportimg robbers ; shall we now 
€oiit«nnntte oitr Ingers with base bribes ? 
And sell the mighty space of our large honours 
For so much trash as may be grasped thus ? " 

To argue as if it had been possible, is strangely 
at variance with the scope of an Essay, which pro- 
fesses to regard Junius as a man of more than 
ordinary wealth and consequence. As for the re- 
mark on that part of the sentence wherein he 
affirms that no man can be happy nor even honest 
without independence, let us hope that the Essayist 
was equally mistaken in making this the great test 
of integrity in high life. Whatever may be the na- 
ture of our temptations, in the various classes of 
society, there appears no good reason for believing 
that those of fortune are irresistible only where the 

* JvviXTS, i, * 33, Preliminary Essay. 
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least necessity is felt I cannot surrender my 
judgment to such reasoning. 

fidt what reflection could be more obvious, 
wbM advice more natural, on the part of one placed 
in the circumstances of Mr. Francis ! He saw 
himself in the power of a nobleman, who was 

■ 

equally able and willing to let him feel its wdght* 
He had at that time relinquished all his pro^fMcts, 
it would appear, rather than '^ connive," as Junius 
himself says, ^^ at the jobs and underhand dealings 
of his superiors ''^•" And there, wants no further 
reason to account for the pensive tenor of this pri- 
vate Letter, than the writer's presentiment of his 
approaching fate. 

From this time, with the exception of that Let- 
ter to the Printer, in which the expulsion of Sir 
Philip is announced, Junius was totally silent 
for two complete months. It was a long pause for 
a man who had been in the habit of writing four or 
five private, and almost as many public Letters, 
every month, for the space of five years. When he 
a^dn took up his pen, it was but for a moment. 
On May the 3d, the 4th, and the 10th, he wrote 
three notes to Woodfall : and three public Letters 
were printed, dated the 4th, the 8th, and the ISth 
of May ; the first of which notices the quarrel at 



* Jnirius, iii. p. 445> signature^ Vetbrah. 
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the War-office ; the second contains an account of 
Bradsbaw's life; and the third, the mem^rs of 
Lord Barrington. After this last period, Junius 
gave up all correspondence, public as well as -pri- 
vate, until January 19, 1773, wh«i he sent Mr, 
Woodfall that final note, which ha& been already 
mentioned. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



If we could suppose that the interests of Sir P, 
Francis were not identified with those of Ju- 
nius, what motive can be found for the sudden and 
lasting silence of the latter? Admitting that he 
was a firiend, angry at his proteg^$ dismissal from 
the War-office, is that a reason why he should for 
ever give up the " cause of .the public ?" Or if he 
was that staunch friend, that second self, is not Sir 
Philip aware of this kindness, and could he not 
disclose the name of his benefactor? But perhaps 
such a disclosure would be a breach of honour! 
He admits then that he was a party in die affair — 
that the Letters were written with his privity— in 
short, that he knows who Junius is, or was, though 
he cannot divulge the secret — ah animo tuo qtdc- 
quid agituVy id agitur a te. — Such an admission is 
all I ask, and with this additional voucher for the 
trulii of my conjecture, I shall proceed in my in- 
vestigation. It is not for me to deny that more 
than one person might have contributed to sustain 
the character of Junius : all I have in view is the 
proof that at least Sir Philip Francis was a 
party. 
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The ^ircunifitances > in which the latter was 
pliuQQdi, h^ bebg dismisaed the War-office; Ba&d- 
eatly explam why Juniujs left off writings As Mr. 
Francis^ he had two powerful reasons to forbefiur« 
His personal interest in the question was entirely 
at aa a^d— aad the source firom which he acquked 
hk ii^nnation was no longer open to him; yet 
when I allude to, his personal interest, I mean not 
to affirm of such a man as Junius, that he had 
tbroi^out no l^ber views thaa the destnictbn of 
a war secretary and his deputy. His leading ob* 
ject was of worthier ori^. He honestly endea* 
voured to senra hia country, and if in the judgment 
he had fi>nned, the admbistration of Mr. George 
GrenviUe, or at a subsequent period that of Lord 
Chathfiun^ was more lilcdy ta prove beoefidal to the 
nation than that of the Duke of Grafton, (and who 
can doubt it?) he forfeits- not a particle of his ho- 
nesty, by attraiptingito. bring in the one party at the 
expence of the other. That there was with this aoi 
under jdot — that be might 
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Find the private in the public good," 



is a position I can no m^re. disbelieve, than I can 
doubt tiie ex&tence^f ^e Letters. 

In his first private Lett^ to Wilkes, Junius 
acknowledges these po^sonal views. '^ Though I 
do not," says he, '^ disclaim the idea of some per- 
sonal views to future honour and advantage, (you 
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wcNild not believe me if I did) yet I can trdy 
affirm, that neither are they little in themselves^ 
nor can they by any p&siibk co^ecture be eotkded 
fnm my writings *." This last assertion was per- 
fectly true at the time it was made ; and it still re*- 
mains uncontradicted by any thing that has appeared 
under the name of Junius. But of course Ite 
writer could not deny, because it wais impossible he 
could foresee, that at a subsequent opportunity, 
and under another signature, a conjecture would be 
formed ^oin his writit^Sj of the nature of these 
views. 

Again, in vindication of himself from the cti^rge 
of being bought off by the ministry, he affirms — 
" It is true, I have refused offers whkh a morepr^ 
dent, €r a more interested man would have acceptedl 
Whether it be simplicity or virtue in me I can oniy 
affirm, that I am in earnest ; because I am con-^ 
vinced, as far as my understanding is capable of 
judging, that the presmt ministry are drwif^ thh 
country to destruction X.^^ This was written in 
April, 1769. At the meeting of Parliament in the 
January following, a great struggle was made to 
dBGdct a change of minist^s. On this occasion it is 
evident how much he w9is ^semdly interested. A 
fortnight before the opening he wrotje to Woodfall^ 
" I doubt much whether I shall ever have the plea-* 

♦Junius, i. p. • 264, Private Letter to Wilkes. 
f ^ ill. p. 20f, signature, Junius. 
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of knowing you ; but if things take the turn I 
afectp yoo shall know me by my won^ks*.'* 

On the S9th of January the resignation of the 
Duke of Grafton took place, and Lard North was- 
made prime minister: but this was not the turn 
tbttt Junius expected. He again persecutes the 
administration with as much vigour as be^Mre, 
though in consequence of the changes that had oc- 
corred, it appears he had greater fears than ever for 
Us own safety. Yet once more his spirits revive, 
and he concaves it possible that his wishes may be 
aeoomplished. On March 1 7 9 after desiring Wood* 
iUl to do whatever he thinks best to ^ve publicity 
to the Letter he should send on the following day, 
kd adds, *^ now is the crisis f*" The Letter he al- 
ludes to, was written in vindication of the remon- 
strottce of the city of London, and was designed to 
encourage the intended remonstrance of the dty of 
Westminster. When this Letter was sent to Wood- 
Mi, the writer's hopes were at the highest pokt 
oi elevation. He had heard that Lord Chatham 
meant to support the remonstrance, and under 
that impression he at once laid aside his wonted 
caution, and all the prejudices he had entertained 
a^^t that nobleman, and direcdy avows himself 
oi bis party. His note to Woodfall is as follows : 



• JvMixjs, i. *207. Private Letter to WoodfiUl. 
t i. •210, Private Letter to WoodfiOI. 
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'^ Sunday^ Matsch 18^ 1770.— ^dhb Letter as imlto^ 
wide, and I supfMM mil ool; fill two c(ikHBi|0, Mr 
Gad's sake ietit afpmr icHmrrom^ I.hqiet^u re- 
ceired my note of yesterday. 

. ^* I^rd Chathim is determined to go to tiie EUi 
to support the Westmnsttr re m onstrm Ke ^ Lhabc 
no dotda that .w£ shaU conquer them at last *•" 
- . But he was i^dn disappointed. The.-miniatc]^)fi^ 
tbeir idaoes. in conaequeacb of die kkg's detanaa^' 
qatibn in their favour. — ^From this time be appeoci^ 
to have given up all serious thoughts of beii^abte 
to displace them ; and, with the motive, he drapped 
the xuuue of Junius. 

• . . • ' 

Jiia opinioa of Lord Ghatbam seems to hii.ve 
oftea Actuated. In his next, note to Woodfell faei 
says,,/^ I. neither odn^. the writ?? [ctf^the Wfai|^ 
nor^hb idd''H[I/)ni Chatham] t* The facti^ how^ 
ever, is easily QxpJained; Lord Chatham in this 
P9pet) " Tlia Whig," was '* pad^rized m very 
WiBrm ..tesfms'' for. hb . cmiduct with regard to* the 
timtton of: A^Qierica. This»:.it is weU known, was 
a. sjolgect on^ ii^hich Junius jd^mys d^ered from 
him. Aa aa admirer, of Mr* George GbenviUe ia 
the part hetook 00 Jthat occasion^ it was knpossSble 
that Junius Qotddiapprove of Lord Chatbam'sccm^ 
duct ; yet this was the only subject whereon he 

* Juwius, i. ♦SIO. Private Letter to Woodfalh 
t ' i. • Sia. Prhratc Letter to Woo«lfiilL 
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kttiidy dbsented fionr him : &r about ten months 
Jilbr this time he days to Mr. Home, ^' I did not 
intend to make a public declaration of the respecjt I 
bear Lord Chatham. I well knew what unworthy 
conclusions would be drawn from it. Btit I am 
JcaMed upon to deliver my opmion ; and surdiy it is 
not in the little censure of Mr. Home to deter me 
from doing signal justice to a man, who I confess 
ha^grown upon my esteem. As for the comm<m 
sordid views of avarice, or any purpose of vulgar 
aaibition, I question whether the applause of JU'- 
Hius would be of service to Lord Chatham. My 
vote will hardly recommend him to an increase of 
his pension, or a seat iir the cabinet. But if his am- 
Intion be upon a level with bis understanding ; — ^if 
he judges of what is truly honourable for himself, 
wilii the same superior genius which ammates and 
directs him to elpquenee in debate^ to wisdom 
in decision, even the pen of Junius shall contribute 
to reward him. Recorded honours shall gatiier 
round his monument, and thicken over him. It 
18 a solid fabric, and will support the laurels tiiiat 
adorn it. I am not conversant in the language of 
paQ^yrlc. These praises are extorted from me; 
bat th^ wfll wear well, Iw fhey have been dearly 
earned*." 

Still he declares he listens '^ without the small- 

• Juvins, ii. 31Q| signature, Juvius. 

H 2 



1 



1 DO JUNIUS IDSNTISISD. 

est deffee of conviction or assent, when Lord 
Chatham aJSirms, that the authority of the Britijih 
legislature is not supreme over the colonies, in the 
same sense in which it is supreme over Great 
Britain*/' 

Let us turn now to Sir Philip Francis, and 
see what was his opinion of Lord Chatham. We 
n^ not look far, nor trouble ourselves with a long 
infensnoe. It is recorded on more than one jx:r 
casion, and* in terms so express as to leave qo 
doubt of its exact agreeiQ^it with that of Junius^ 

" In the early part of my life/' says Sir Phiuf, 
^^ I had the good fortune to hold a place very in- 
considerable in itself, but immediately under the 
late Earl of Chatham. He descended from his sta- 
tirni to take notice of mine ; and he honoured me 
mih repeated marks of his favour and protecticm. 
How warmly, in return, I was attached to his per« 
son, and how I have been grateful to his memory 
they, who know me, know. 1 admired him^ as a 
greats Ukutrious^ faulty, human beings whose cha- 
racter^ like all the fwble^ works ^ human ccmpasitkm, 
dimdd he determined by its esceUemes, not by its 
DEFECTS. I should not have mentioned these cir- 
cumstances, though I confess I am proud of them, 
if they did not lead me naturally to the subject im- 
mediately in question. In the year 1760, Mr. 

^ . * Junius, ii. 360, signature, Juvius. 
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Secretary Pitt recommended it to the late King to 
mnd the present Earl of Kinnoul ambassador ex- 
traordinary and plenipotentiary to the court of 
Lisbon. The same recommendation engaged the 
iioble Lord to appoint me his secretary '^J* 

In a subsequent speech, Sir Philip ag^n men- 
tions Lord Chatham bs *^ a person whose name he 
should neoer recollect without admiration and reve- 

When the late Mr. Pitt, by his India Bill, pro- 
posed to take the trial by jury out of the Indian 
system of judicature, Mr. Francis spoke as fol- 
lowh : — 

" If a British House of Commons can on any 
terms consent, in any instance, to abolish a trial 
by jury, and if the people at large are insensible of 
the danger of such a precedent, individuals ^ho 
have done their duty must submit to their share in 
the mischief which they could not prevent. I fear 
the temper and character of the nation are changed. 
Though I am not an old man, I can remember the 
tSme, when an attempt of this nature would have 

thrown the whole kingdom into a flame |. Had it 

* 

. * Mr. FftAircii's Speedi« Fcbruaiy IS, 1787- 

t , May «4, 1791; 

t " This man has been suffered to thmo Iftf wutnipoik inio m 
Tfame." Junius, iii. 31, sigiiature, C*. 

" The fint act of his own administnition was to impose th^t tax 
upon America, which has nnoe iknum Ae whok cmAuiU mt9 a 
JUmi€^ Juirtvs, Hi. 16S, tt^Btatom, Atticvs. 
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been made wbto a great man [the UOc Earl of 
Chathamjj ^ho.i$ now no moreyhad a seat in tivs 
^ouse^ be wmld hcsoe Parted f tarn the bed f/*. mkr 
nm, hewoM have ^scOdted some friend^ hand to de- 
posit him on tUs Jiopri dndfrm this statkn ixnih a 
m^^rck's V^iee i/mM h^oe cdkd the kmgdml^ to 
<>^^ i(l fipp^M^ But he is dead, and has ttfi:fith 
thiifg i^ tl^if^iworid thahin^ieinkks himi HeM "d^; 
and the sense, and honour, and character, and.tpidi^ 
standing ^th^-m^i^ are ^ad with him ^." 

Tlips briU^ant eulo^um on one of the noblest ^f 
men, is in a style worthy of the subject — " rte 
highest style of Junius," — ^and it is as like him in 
sentiment as in style. Whether the qualified terms 
in which each bestowed his commendation, w^e 
occasioned by both entertaining precisely the same 
ill^ws of his jlordship's character, is of little con* 
sequence, but it may perhi^s be ascertained by j^ 
foUqwing cop^n^tipns. 

J. To have appro^^ at the same time of Mr. 
Geocge Qrenvitte mnd Lprd Chatham was impps"^ 
a|ble. ' Tl\e conduct of the latter, during t^e penod 
1^ wQif last M' office, was calculated to wouii4ftbe 
feelings of all Mr. Grenville's friends. Not content 
with Lord Tem*pW*s consent Id give up bis ferbther, 
for thft^pwp<Me of forom^ a new and copnpie 
hensive administrati6h,> Lcttd -Chatham- is said to 

, i. ^ >{ir- ♦. :t.' I -..j'r - . . ii ■, c ' ■ ' '■'.•{ .'»ti7 * 

* Mn Francis's Speecb, Parliamcii^^ Debates^ .ftii'X^. 2^* 
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hav^ retjowd m iaihyjc0ibeiytmn^cidii^B6m tint 
noUemtti mtiAil^hp&ty^iibi^llm lobt . tbB - tiki^ 
&vaiirable op|Klrtumtyr.of reiUfy benefiting *.^fais 
country. What adifed to lhi» mtscondaet, as it 
was generally deemed^ was the countenance he 
gavef ibyi letasimgifilace,* to. Ikt mvoSatij o£ the 
DfiifeB of Grafton: ' - ^' . :^ ^ 

. . Td ifa» p$at of Lovd Ghatham^s dife Sir Ehiuy 
{mdiaiaily adverts '-wheii he- affirnis^ khat his Lord^ 
8hq)'s character was in some respeets Jmity; and 
JcFNiua, by the severity of his attack on his Lord^ 
ship at' this particular pteiod,. evinced that it exdted 
fais^nibpleasuce^. Tlite caUse^ hbweVer/^dKi <Boi; 
If&g" continue. . :; ? • .- » 
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M die apuiumn of 1/68, Lord Chatham rdsigaed 
the^^c^ of Lord Privy Seal, ^havin^ for ikmny 
mont^ been unable to eK^dofte its d^tiesi llife 
1^ actiof his freedoM'from minffiiliBrislieonineMienB 
wits ^e' effiscting a perfect reotiiMi^limf y/liiki h» 
brother fiarl Temple and Mr. Grenvil)^ Ivitfi^ 
imc till fibe sessions whioh commi^naed in; May? 
-]91!0,^ thfiit he was able to atitenii paiAikiu^^-H^ 
fJSnd ^p»«bb&s he tihen madb, anB tbe^H^B bfatm^ 
diict he^fMi^edf gate grae^al 4^il«fii:c^i IWbte 
iOds iilteMsfion in^hti practice had 'b<^ maaMd 

with the characters of a determined plan, and " he 

... . > - • ;- - 

• Junius, ii. 467, signature, AM'rt-^EJAirus. ""' ' 
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hpd giilliiM^ ttemra Mmy the tCftUMod V blvth 
JoKii^ tod Sir Phiiif Francis as Me intn,; 
testify (with a sin^ reservation) the ubbomniiBd 
rei|)eet they entertuned for him<i 



To condemn Lord Chatham's bdiavioiir laMr. 
Geor]ge Grmville, was in effect to support the kt^ 
tor. But Junius took a dedded part ; and by the 
manner in which he advocated Mr. Grrenviliie's 
cause^ be has ^en rise to a suqacicm that he was 
Imssed by inters^ted motivtt. This is denied by 
Junius, who i^ffirms, that he is personndly tin* 
known to Mr. GreoviUe.-^^ It is riot my das^n to 
enter into a formal vindication of Mr. Gren^iUe 
upon has own principles. I, have nskktr the honour 
^Mr^fersmalk/ knaamti Aim, nor do I pr^end 
to he completely mast^* of the' fitets t-" "Hatb de* 
chtfation Was siqpposed to proceed from Us equal; 
in ftok and oMseqnence. It was writtai on ^ 
^j^th of July, 1769; at whi<sh time Sir Psiur 
JF^Akcis was in the War-office. Thou^ the ftct 
in M^aid to Sbr Phuip los^ much of the impoiv 
tanee it pretended to, it is not likely to have been 
sisted so expressly without some foundation. Was 
then Sir Priup known to Mr. Grenyille ? I shall 
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• JvKivs, i. • Stl. Private letter to WUkes. 
t ' ' » i. • 193, sigBftton, Jvirivs. 
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Mt 9ttffm^ to proY^ a oegiitive, but. fliaMfy tAh- 
9m% tfawl m the M^raiqiiv there is no rtaacii to 
iniiv: ^t he w^ peraonally known to him; nw 
have I met •with aay ckcumstances that in the 
}ea$t tend to make such knowledge probable.rr- 
When Sir Philip received his^ " little, place" in 
the Secretary of State's office, Mr. George Grenvflfe 
mm not in |H>wer. In the year 1756, vihm head 
Chatham became S^^cret^ry of State, Mr. GrenviyUb 
acc^ted t^e post of Trea^ura* of the Nftvy. On 
Loi^d Chatham's resignation in 1761, Mr. Gren- 
ville did not accompany him, but attached himeetf 
to Lord Bute and Lord Holland ; and on ^fay 
S9th, 176% be succeeded Loid Bute a^ Seint^etwry 
of i^tale, which place he r^igpied oo October IStb, 
in the same, year, on account of an imporlMt 
di&rence in opinion with Loid 9^te respecting an 
equivalent for the Havannab. In cowieq^^oe ^ 
thLi dispute, Mr. Grenville retired from the calHoet, 
and became nrst Lord of the Admimlty. On Losj 
Bi^'s resigqaticm, in Apiil, 176S, hearasaf^inted 
Prime Minister, havii^ uadalajben the two freat 
employments of first Loid of the Treasury imq^ 
ChBBcelkMr qi the Exchequer. He loet these in 
the changes which took piace.in J765^ oor djd 
he afiernfards accept of any post, though he always 
promised his support, out of place, to an adminia- 
tration formed on a ccnapfdiensive system. 

Amidst all these movements, Sir Piiiup Fr ak- 
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ots v/m loot Ukeij to rbe^ pexwv^y^koxmti to Mr. 
GrmviUe. ' Before the iarttier vrt^ naid^ tSeciMatrsr 
of Stated Sir Phixip hbd'<)i]£li|edt^€^e|^^ 
kiviiig been appRointod itf 17:£S decretary tc^ Gene- 
ral Bligb, in 1760 secretar^r to Lord j^iiitlbul, '«id 
fibm 1763 to 177* ocijupyinga placfemt&e<War- 
dffice. -^t tjbroiigh be might not be pars^^ly 
known to Mr. GrenviUe; it was^^ baldly p6i»£dble' 
ibr IblLt^gentleman to be unknown to Mr. Faijrci^. 
Tbe priine minister, #oni hid station, ^tnd ifrom the 
importance of some of the measures in which he 
wad ehieiy concerned, would naturally attract the 
atteifiti<^ of Sir Philip*. That he approved of the 
^nm is probable, froni his censure of Lord Chat- 
ham. His opinion of the miniMery' ahd es|iec&lly 
of lllafifiital measure, flie Ameiifcan Stamp Act, is 
ndt,":Iib^eVe, bn'retopd. •TKeshai^e,ii4deedj wMdi 
Mr?-@TC!6ville had m itiitt bSut, is not quite ftscer- 
tBimd: '^^ iateL6rd'LWerpool acqmtt^ him of 
b«li^ «l^ author; >£vien Junius^ express dbabts 
u^n lAie-sul^<9ct : ^hk secans iihac<|tiaittted mlh Mr. 
^h^^tefs^ Mai j»rfi2Citj»fo, 4nd' confessed iie is hot 
iSMipkitd^i^idsteroftaimfaasi 
>- 3BM tt^ 'Sir pHjt;ii»' acquired-h^ «ti«ti6n in 
<^ W^r-dSkeat H^ flme Mn George- €hweUk 
torn into ptfiJDer, as'ftis' tixpedJatidn ttf''ps^d^Oiui@e 

iay iehi^y oit» tiMitf kiie,' «ttd' •fte!ttt>P*»t^wnts ^ 
had ah?eady'jiecdVed't»ifeli<6ltfie>^ df*1lMt^[^ if 
ihaiy'be ftiriy'{iHbunM<thdt hlT sbtifiiti^lftts con- 
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eeimng Mr* GrenviUe iK^e m imh&a vAAi iiidsei of 
J0VJO5^ whose atcadbment k Hixxs described by the 
last £diton-r^^^ Of: all the political- charaeteiB &S 
tiie daj, Mr* Grenville appears to have been oui* 
Autbor^sfaivoorite ; no man was more open to cen* 
sun iin^iniinjr^ parts of hb conduct, but he is never 
o^nsuredi itdiile,, on the contrary, he is extolled 
whwever an »opportunity ^offers '*^.''' ' ' 

;Itt/l'?65, th© prpspect was altered by the dis- 
missai 'txf JWfr. GrenviUe 6t)m office, and by his 
refusing to take any place again. Under the new 
arrangement Sir Philip {lad no friend; his hopes 
would, ^ therefore, be directed to another change: 
and whatever was calculated to give stability to the 
existing power, would be viewed by him with ap- 
prehension. This accounts for the attacks of 
JpNina QQ Lord Chatham and Lord Camden. By 
kodii^ 'their great influene<i to an administration so 
confieasedly weak/ that it was impossible it could 
hold togptiier by any inherent principle of its own, 
thejr w6rB bp&Btta every censure which' atta^ed to 
the Duke of Grafloii's measuies. ^ . 

Though JuNzir» was not known td Mi^. Grenville, 
he was not upaoquainted vrhk hofd Egr^noht^ Ml*. 
GtemMle's broth6F^iii-4aw. He narrates ike impres- 
sion which a circumstance iil tiie n^ciation of 

. ; •• » »'■ \ • 

♦ JuKi0s;'iy ♦81.' Ndliifby the E^iW. ^ "^ 
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1769 made upon his Lordship^ in terins whicb 
imply his personal knowledge of the man, as wett as 
of the fact. '^ Even the callous pride of Lord Egre- 
mont was alarmed. He saw and felt his own dis- 
honour in corresponding with you ; . and there cer- 
taMy was a moment at which he meant to have 
resisted, had not a fatal lethargy prevailed over his 
£Bu:ulties, and carried all sense and memory away- 
with it/' In a note to this passage, the Author 
proves his actual acquaintance witfi. die office :<^— 
* This man, (Lord E.) notwithstanding his pride 
and Tory principles, had some English stuff in him. 
Upon an official letter he wrote to the Duke of Bed- 
ford; the Dtike desired to be recalled ; and it was 
with the utmost di^culty that Lord Bute could ap- 
pease him*'' 

From the above and other passages in the wdt 
known Letter to the Duke of Bedford, Junius ap- 
pears to have been particulariy acquainted not only* 
with Lord EgremontX sentiments on the peajce of 
1763 ; but with the £Eu;ts of the suspected delin* 
quency of the Duke in r^ard to that treaty. What 
else arc we to infer from that assertion, — " / am 
iure lean threaten himprrvatefy with such a storm, 
as would maJ^ him tremble even in his grace f J" 

Now let the reader. eompore these trac^ of 

• Jtrwms, L i4l, tignatorey Jnwius. 

t ^ i. •«», FdTate Letter to Woodftll 
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JuN^iys's ^^Sc^io/intenigence under Lord Egremont, 
mUk the following passage from one of the speeches 
ofSir Philip Francis. Heobserved, ^^Tfuahe 
had been bred %^ in the Secretary cf &at^s office^ 
n^ere he had the happiness to possess thefofooar of 
the late Earl ofEgrenumt^ then Secretary of State'* 
What opportunity Sir Philip found of resum-' 
ing his former situation, does not appear from his 
biographer's account It could only occur in the 
interval between his return from the embassy to 
Lisbon, and his i^pointment to the War-office; 
and this period was probably so short, as to be im-> 
worthy of mention in the memoir of his life. But 
what forms a striking &ct in our present investiga- 
tion, is the curious coincidence between the time 
of Sir Philip's return to the Secretary of State's 
office, under the auspices of Lord £gremont,"and the 
date of the transaction noticed by Junius. When 
Sir Philip left England to go to Portugal, Lord 
Egremont did not fill the post of Secretary of State. 
He came into office on October 9> 1761, and 
died in August, 1763. This proves, that to have 
had the opportunity he informs us he possessed^ 
Sir Philip must have availed himself of the latter 
end of 176s, or the beginning of 1763, being after. 
Ids return to England, and before he entered the 
War-office ; which is the very time to which Junius 
refiers in the anecdote he has related. Hie Duk^ 
of Bedford set out for Paris on September J, 1 762 ; 
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a^oH thj^ i9tb of Novcmj^berimthe^daibe ye^; the 
Pf eUefimari^£( were lajkl tefc^ fParliaiiK^ 

As I have no iotontion tp oppress any Hsdiig 
that znUi^^M^es ^ai93t Ijbe cajqrse I have atteiopled to 
aupport, I shall state here that m tbi9 tetum of Sir 
F.aiLtP to the Secr^ty of State's pffice, exists a 
ehanee of' his hayuig beeit p^nsonaily knbtfn to 
Mr.iGcenviUe./ That gentleomD was one oi the 
Secretame^'jifrom »May £91 to October 14, 176&. 
As SkiB»iLit has told ujs /thai; he was in tbeolBEce 
of LardioEgremont^ tfae^other Swretary, I leave the 
reader to judge wlietUer hts sii»ati(xi there was 
such as >to eause Mr.Grmndlle of necessity to hiow 
him peambnaUy; admiliting^ what is by no means 
proved). that Sir Philip was one. of .the Secretary 
elerkB . during the five months Mn Orenville was 
in thaJbidepartmeni^ . . . 

• i But to:jproc0ed«>-^On comparing the early po- 
fitiied life of Sir Phii^ip, and his opportunities o( 
acquiring information^ with the date and nature of 
tii^ int£Uigence possessed by Junius, we shall see 
strong teason t&> believe that, froln the source hoi*' 
UiflbfOpeii} ther-Ja^r denml cbnsideraUe J^ndw-^ 
ledgeL OifTkitJ'Ujfiits^. indeed, '^ had deen. bred t^ 
m iAej^Skei^taty'(^LSt0i4iS offuky'' is appai^fe £rbm 
the fdio9tiago|k9sage'inl;one 'of the miscdlaneoiia 
Letters. ,^^ We are a little better acquaint^ than 
he imagines with the style of the Secretary cf Siat€s 
^^Eoe, as well as with the facts respecting Sir Jefiery 



JUBS^aeca^ijim^s^m.^", jKBs.^tuation in 4hat de- 
purt|n0at .also, acconbts £91: ^tiaoowledge oi Uie 
foFius of pfEiqe which jiedi3plA|^8 o& somt oceasiQii& : 
for instaik^e^ Tv^ea h^ mentioos the.style tn which the 
ld|ig!» of Spain aodx Eq^od mutually address each 
ptbeTi f^id when be oai!facts Lord. Rochford't 
French noten — ^-^ The King^s acceptance of the Spa^ 
i)ish..amb99sador's declaration is drawn up in bsov 
bfurOvis FrcQCb^ and signed by the Earl of Rochfbrd. 
Thi& diplomatic Lord has spent his life in the study 
and practice of etiqu^tes, and is supposed to be 1^ 
profound master of the ceremonies. I wiU not m* 
suit him by any reference to grammar or common 
sense. If he were even acquainted with the common 
farms ofhisoffice, I should think him as well quali- 
fied for it as any man in his Majesty's service. 
The reader is requested to observe Lord Rochford's 
method of authenticating a public instrument: — 
* En foi de quoi, moi soussign^, un des principaux 
secretaires d'etat de S. M. B. at sign6 la presente 
de ma signature] ordinaire, et icelle fait apposer le 
cachet de nos armes.' In three lines there are no 
less than seven false concords. But the man does 
not eoen know the style of his office; if he had 
known it, he would have said, ' nousy sou8sign6 se- 
cretaire d'etat de S. M. B. aeons sign^/ &c.t" 

* JuviDS, iii. 89, signature, Lucias. 
t ii. 191, note by Juhius. 
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These evidences are general, and only prove 
the writer's connection some time or other with the 
Secretary of State's office. That which is furnished 
by the anecdote of Lord Egremont and the Didce 
of Bedford is more precise. It exhibits Junius 
and Sir Phiup Francis in the same (jfficc at the 
same time. From the glimpse it affords us, per- 
haps we may guess what reasons Junius had to 
defy the Duke of Bedford, if he dared to interfere. 
Tlie storm that would make him tremble in his 
grave was neither an idle threat, nor a very mys* 
terious one. 
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CHAPTER VIIT. 
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The rhost singular, of all the political attachments 
of Junius, is that which he entertained for the 
late Lord Holland. In one of his private Let- 
ters to Woodfall he says, " I wish Lord Holland 
may acquit himself icith honour^. "^ And when he 
suspected the late Mr ^ Pox of having anonymously 
attacked him in th6 newspapers, he tiot only for- 
bears to retaliate as he might have done, but un- 
equivocally states, ^* thai he designedly spared Lord 
Holland and his family. Whether Lord Holland be 
invulnerable, or whether Junius should be wan- 
tonly praooked, are questions worthy the Black Boys 

consitleration f." . 

'This partiality for Lord Holland and his fa- 
mily, is in itself a very peculiar feature in the cha- 
racter of Junius ; but it becomes much more re- 

» 

matkab'te, \vhen cotijoined with an admiration of 
nis Lord^ip's antagonist, Lbrd Chatham. Junius 
was not that' inconsistent being, to form two attach- 
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ments^ so decidedly dissimilar, without a cause ; and 
in these instances he must have had very different 
grounds for his regard. Of Lord Chatham be de- 
clares his approbation for his public conduct. To 
Lord Holland then we must ascribe some private 
obligation, from the sense of which the integrity of 
the writer would not sufier him to feel free, even 
under provocations and excitements of the strong^t 

kind. 

• 1 ' 

Impossible as it would seem to recoi^cile these 
contradictions, theie is oni^ cifcumstan^f jin the 
life of Sir PjttiLip JFR4^c](«i^ which fjiiHy solyea the 
dfficully* " In^ 17^^,, Mr. Henry ioxiC^feruw^ 
Jjord HoUan^ gcfoe him a litik place m the Seqi^etar^ 
qf State's qffwi^'' His first step into. puhUc life, vw 
made under the ausjHces of that very, Lordr ^^Ua^^ct 
whom Jif$Jius designedly spared. With ,^^wd[i,^^ 
reason, I will., not. doubt for a moment .th^-i: Sir 
Philip Feancis would moat religiously ^staio 
irom offering any injury to his lordshjp. But adr 
ditional motives were not wanting. His father, 
Dr. FftANci5, lived in great intimofy with Lprd 
Holland : to him, as his patron^ b^ dedicate4 hi? 
Demostheqes. He was his domestic chaplwf^ Wfi 
the ivior of the late Mr. Foyi. To the friendship 
of the noble lord he was also indebted for the pre^ 
ferment he held in the church ; having received the 
living of Barrow, in Suflfolk, and the chaplaincy of 
Chelsea Hospital, through tiie interest of that no- 
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bleman. Aseri^ of obligations so strong as these 
lirould^ no dombC^ operate miost forcibly on the son, 
evea withottt bis personiKl experience of any favours 
from the ^ame hand ; but in this instance it Is dW- 
ficult!to say whether Siar Philip on his own ac- 
count^ or for his father's sake, was the more indebted 
to Lord Holland's friendship and patronage. 

The solution here given of one of the most diif- 
ficuk paradoxes in the character of Jukius, affords 
nearly as strong supplort to om argument as any of 
tibe proofs he&xe advanced. — One reason assigned 
l^ Lord Orford, fot his suspecting Hamiltoi) to 
haisebeen the author of Junius, is that '^ Hmmlfm 
70US brought forward hy Lord Hdkmd; and it 18 
remarkable, that Lord Holland, though very open 
to cenfture, is not once mentioned/' If this war- 
ranted die impression it made on Lord Orford's 
mind, we may judge of the effiect which the know- 
ledge of obligations so much greater and more nu- 
merous ought to produce. No doubt the son of 
Dr* F*ANcis would be possessed with feelings of 
faabkial respect and regard for I/Ord Holland and 
his family, and that he would privately express bis 
mishes in thek flavour, in the way that Junius did 
to Woodfall : whether, with such inclinations Id- 
wards that m>tdeman, it was^ possible or likely tdhat 
Juwiue-^in^his pubKc capacity could have acted 
odiermd& than he did^ lei the reader determine. 
A»;thB>dedttred eneai^ of wtoatever bore the couri- 

i2 
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tenance of corruption^ he felt hiniaelf constantly 
tempted, nay, be was called on, to attack the late 
Paymaster-g^Gieral ; he was further i^ovoked by 
Ae ioterference and opposition, as he diought, of 
Mr. Fox, in a question wholly indifferent to the 
latter; and he had ample means of retaliation in 
his power he wdl knew, when h^ inquires " whe- 
Aer Junius should be wantonly provoked :" but 
what course could he pursue under a sense ci the 
obligations before mentioned? His public spirit 
would be neutralized by his private feelings, and. 
only by silence could both be kept inviol^tCi Other 
reasons of a secret and personal nature m^ht also 
have some influence: but of this. we may. be. sure, 
that from the censure of a concealed author, mip* 
porting the character of Jjunjus, the severe and 
inflexible patriot, no common or light considerations 
-could have preserved Lord Holland. 

The next instance to be adduced of the conoec* 
tions of Junius, is not leas striking than the pre- 
ceding; nor less fortunately met by the evidence of 
Sir Philip Francis's Memoirs. 

Every one acquainted vidth the last edition of 
Junius, must have noticed the very friendly tone 
which pervades his private correspondence with 
Woodfall. — "The spirit of your letter convinces 
me that you are a much, better writer than most of 
those whose works you publish. Whether you have 
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guessed well or ill, must be left to our future ac- 
quaintance. For the matter of money be assured, 
that if a question should arise upon any writings of 
mine, you shall not want it. * * * My awn works 
you shail constantly haoe^ and in point of money be 
assured ym shall neoer suffer*'' These assurances 
of friendslup and assistance are repeated at inter- 
Tals throughout the whole correspondence. — " I 
doubt much whether I shall ever have the pleasure 
of knowing you ; but if things take the turn I ex- 
pect, you shall know me by my works '\.'' " You 
must not write to me again, but be assured I will 
neoer desert you :j:," " If your affair should come 
to a trial, and you should be found guilty, you will 
then let me^ know what expense falls particularly 
on yourse^; for I understand you are engaged with 
other proprietors. »Some way or other you shall 
be reimbursed^.'' " For my own part, I can very 
kiily assure you that nothing would af&ict me more 
than to have drawn you into a personal danger, be- 
cause it admits of no recompense || ." " You can- 
not offend or afflict me but by hazarding your own 
^^y%'*\ "I bave the greatest reason to be 
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pleiused with your care and attentioni and wiab it 
Mf'ere in my power to render you smm essential ser* 
•mce *. 

In a private Letter to Wilkes, the same con* 
cem for Woodfall is expri^saed. — ^^ Fading, as I 
leally do, for others, where my. own safety b pro- 
vided for, the danger to which I .expose a simple 
printer afflicts and distresses me. It lowers me ;to 
myself to draw anoth^ into a hazardous situation 
lirhich I cannot partake of with him. This con*- 
sideration will account for my abstamiog frc»n 
********* so long, and for the undeserved mo- 
(femtion with which I have treated him \r 

Yet in other instances he dts{dayed no sndi 
anxiety for the safety of his printer. — " If for aoy 
reasons that do not occur to me, you should ^dunk 
it unadvisable to print it as it stands, I must in- 
treat the fieivour of you to transmit it to Bing^k^^ md 
satisfy him that it is 'a real JumtSf worth a Nooth 
Briton eximordiimry ;};." Of another Irtter he says, 
" I wiU not advise ; though I think you perfectly 
saife : — all I can saay is, that I rely i5)on your cwse 
to' have it printed either to-mwrow in your owvi 
paper, or to-night in thePacquet^/'\\ At another 

• Junius, i. ♦246. Private Letter to Woodfall. 

t , i. ♦ 326. Private Letter to Wilkes. 

X , i. • 224. Private Letter to Woodfall. 

§ ^ i. • 226. Ditto. 

II In the London Packet were admitted two Letters signed 
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time his ;indifFera^ce to the risk of the. printer i& i^* 
resfirv^y expressed. " If ypu should have aay 
ftars^ I intreat you to seiid it early enough to 
MiUer, to appear to-morrow night in the London 
Eveoiijig Post. In, Uiat >case, you will oblige me by 
ii^qfking the pubhc to^norrow, in your own paper^ 
that a real Junius will appear at night in the 
London. MdUr, I am mre^ xmll have no sort^ 
pies''.'' 

The anxiety thus manifested exclusively for 
Wqod&lly could not be altogether owing to his for-* 

JuKXU^, but qQt written by him. T\^,Gx$\, which upgmed 13th 
December^ 177 1> is a tolerably good imitation of his siyle^ and was 
supposed by many to haVe been the production of the real JTuKius. 
When Woodfall pointed it out to- his correspondent, he rcpUcd, 
■** The (London Packet b not worth our notice. I suspect Garrick, 
and would have you hint so to him." (Junius, i. 243. Prmte 
Letter to Woodfall) 

The second Letter was published on the first of May, 1772. It is 
hf DO xneans so clever as the former ; and the design of the wnter» 
whatever it might be, seems to have been abandoned, in ponseqnence 
of his £ulure to support the character he had assumed. The printoir 
oi the Packet, to satisfy the doubts and inquiries to which these per- 
ibittiaiiGes gave rise, inserted the following notice in his paper.—- 
''I^ puUic may be assured, that for aught the editor ki&ows, the 
Letters signed Junius in the London Packet, came from the ori- 
ginal adopter of that signature. One thing, however, he does know, 
that the style is by no means inferior to that of the Letters universally 
:^diered on ^ real JuKiua." — But this specimen of the printer's 
critical abilities in what he professed to know, addedao weight to 
his otherwise insufficient testimony, and the Letters met with the 
fatfi they deserved. 

♦ Junius, i. *214. Prh^ate letter to Woodfall. 
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bearance to inquire after his mysterious correspon- 
dent; for duty, interest, and reputation were alike 
consulted by the course Tvhich Woodfall ]lur$ued. 
Nor was Junius a man of many attachments, 
likely to feel an inclination in favoar of another 
merely because he corresponded with him in the 
way of business. His writings testify the contrary. 
We are led then to conclude, that his solicitude for 
the welfare of Woodfall proceeded from some secret 
personal knowledge of the man ; that when he 
complimented his talents, he was not speaking at 
random ; and that he well knew he might confide 
in his integrity before he trusted him wiA the 
means of a discovery which he thought he should 
not survive three days *. 

Admitting then that Junius had a personal ac- 
quaintance with his printer, let us see how this fact 
will affect Sir Philip Francis. His lot was 
certainly very different from Mr. Woodfall's ; and 
at the time the Letters were published, there seems 
to have been no kind of connection between them. 
But it appears that at one period they had the op- 
portunity of becoming intimate. They were school- 
fellows of the same standing; in 1753 Sir Philip 
was placed at St. Paul's school, under the carje . of 
Mr. George ^Thicknesse, In 1756, he was rkcmed 
'into the Secretary of State's office. Let us compare 

• Junius, i. ♦230. Private Letter to Woodfall. ' 
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these dates with the following extract ffom Ni- 
chols's Biographical Anecdotes : — " Henry Sampson 
WoodfaU was bom June 2J, 1739, O. S. At 
eleven years old he went to St. Paul's school^ 
whence he removed to serve his apprenticeship with 
his father.* He entered the school, therefcwre, in 
1750-1, about two years earlier than Sir Philip. 
As between their ages there was but the difference 
of on^ year, and it was possible for them to have 
remained together three years at school, their in- 
timacy might be presumed : but I am told that I 
have the authority of the present Mr. WoodfaU for 
stating, that his father formed an acguaintance with 
Sir Philip Francis when at school^ which caused 
them, through life, to regafd each other with par- 
ticular kindness ; and though various circumstances ^ 
soon dissolved that early connection, yet the re- 
membrance of it was ever after kept up between 
tiiem, by some friendly token of acknowledgment, 
whatever they met. 

This piece of intdligehoe' establishes a pdkit 
which otherwise would he entitled to some notice 
firom its probability. But the truth may also be 
arrived at through a different medium : the Reve- 
rend Philip Rosenhagen was the school-feUow; and 
continued through life the mutual friend of Sir 
Philip Francis and Mr. WoodfaU ; thus there 
is additional proof of a particular bond of union 
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* 

having subsisted betvireca^ tb^ 4wp lattier gentlemen 
at the time they were at fiiehoQl. 

It is a litde remarkable, thtt to Mr. jElos^iha- 
gen the Letters of Juniujs w<ere at o/oe time at- 
tributed, though certainly without foundation. In 
the Easay prefixed to the last edition of Jwixjs 
this conjecture is thus noticed. ^' It is sufficient to 
observe, that Mr. iQ^enbagen, who was a scbool- 
£^w of Mr. jH[. S. Wood&ll, continued en terms 
of acquaintance with him m^ subsequent life^ and 
occasionally wrote £pr the Public Advertiser : but 
was repeatedly declared by Mr. Woodfall, who 
fi^ust have been a competent evidence as to the 
fs^ty not to be th^ author .pf Junius's Letters. A 
pidvate letter of BoseiM^mgeiii's to Mr. Wood&U is 
8$iU in the possesion qf bis son, and nothing can be 
more different from eac;h other than this autograph 
and. that of Junius V' 

lie Adoertiser ; and if our opinion cQ^^cerningJu^s^xus 
be correct, Mr. Francis also assisted in support- 
ing the news{^per of his old scbool-fdlow. But, 
4n; sp fdq^^ woul(^ be po|; betray ;hijEnself ? To this 
it n^ay^ifM^swe^, that from the b€iginning.Jua)<ius 
wrotf vffi'ei diffff^i^ k^nd; that be ^as, doubtless, 
uaawaf^ #f: th^ Jengtbs he should, be .afterwards 
jliainpted.rtoi ,go, which rendered the risk he xan a^t 

* JuKiuSy i; * 121. Preliminaiy £998|r. 
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first of less moment ; and that not only by degrees 
wajs he at last cammitied^ but it was aftar car^uUy 
isounding to discover bis relative danger. That he 
might possibh/ be known to the printer is, I think, 
deducible from the following Letter, dated July 15, 
1769. — " Sir, I have received the favour of your 
note. From the contents of it, I imagine you may 
have something to communicate to me ; if that bet 
the case, I beg you will be particular; ai)d alao 
that you will tell me candidly whether ypu know or 
suspect who I am. Direct a letter to Mr. WilliaiQ 
Middleton, to be left at the bar of the New Ex- 
change coffee-house on IVJonday^ as ^arly as you 
think prqpier; I am, Sir, your most obedieot,. and 
most humble servant, C. * " 

By the formality of this Letter, so contrary te' 
the style of his former notes^^ he probably intended 
to detach from Woodfall's mind the idea, that in bi^ 
correspondent JunjuiS ha had found an old ach 
quaintance. Whatever ananfer was retunif3d,^itir&- 
lieved the querist from all. dread of being iswpectetd: 
he replies, ^^ The i^pirit of yoqr Letter e^nvidcecr 
xm that you:are a much better writer than. most of 
tiiie .people* wjtiose wor^ks you publisfb. fFTutksr 
you have guessed weU fir, HI mt^ be l^mwrfiit9l&^ 
^ftfumntwice^'^ He gpts /rid pf the question by a 



♦ JuNiTJS, i. •171. Prfitete Letter to Woodfall. 
f „ ^ , ■ ■ ^ i. >196. Private Letter ta Woodfall. 
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form of speech which recals the memory of Sir 
Philip Frakcis's note to the editor of the Monthly 
Magazine. Of course, Woodfall had not guessed 
right ; but it was prudent not to tell him so. To 
this Letter he subscribes himself " Your fnend C' 
Having laid aside his apprehensions, he, from that 
time, wrote to Woodfall in the same frank and fa- 
miliar way in which he had been accustomed to 
address him. 

From the preceding statement then it will no 
doubt be admitted, that Junius might have been 
the early friend and schoolfellow of Woodfiaill, and 
yet that his correspondence might be, and was, so 
managed, as to preclude discovery. With this al- 
lowancCj^ it is reasonable to think that a real well- 
*risher to Woodfall was more likely to have been 
the author, than an indifferent person; not only 
from the many instances of regard already enume- 
tated, but from those offers of pecuniary assistance 
which were made by Junius, and which, without 
the supposition of a secret bias' like this, have led 
to the belief that he was himself in afBuent cir- 
cumstances, — an opinion the less entitled to credit, 
beeau)^ our A^ithor was sedulous to impi^s on the 
mihd of all his correspondents. 

It is not very likely that a toiid stranger to 
Woodfall would have taken the trouble to disguise 
his hand-writing. As he trusted him with more 
important matters, he might have confided to Wood- 
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&U the destruction of his Letters, which at any rate 
would have been a considerable alleviation of the 
labour by which he confesses he was ahnost over- 
come. Or he might have desired Woodfall to 
copy them, as was the case with the note to 
Garrick, in order that no person might ever see the 
originals, and then he could have incurred no risk. 
But from tiiie necessity there seems to bave been 
that his natural hand- writing sliould not be seen 
even by fVoodfcdl^ and* from his undeoiatkig use of 
u feigned character in his most private and con- 
fidential notes, to him, the only inference that can 
be drawn^ in my opinion, is, the possible knowledge 
by Woodfall of the natural haod-writing, from seme 
previous or probable intercourse between the pari 
ties. • I/..' ' . 

'. ' ' 

The vxote which Junius desired Woodfall t6 
get transcribed before he sent it to Garrick, was 
written to check the impertinent inquiries of the 
latter, whos^ assiduity to trace our Author gave 
him excessive alarm. By implication, tiiis pre- 
cautionary measure, as in the case of Woodfall, 
would lead us to conclude that Garrick, or those to 
whom the origmal Letter might be shown, was ac- 
quainted with the natural hand-writing of Junius, 
and mi^t be able to detect it in spite of the dis- 
guise : this supposition, that the writer was a person 
known to Ganick, is further countenanced by the 
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particular infonnation Junius seems to have had 
of every proceeding on the part of his " imperfei'- 
nent" spy. The opportunity which the fonner 
posi^ssed of knowing what secret practices Garrick 
had recourse to, affords evidence of peculiar means 
of inspec^on^ and renders it probable that eqpnl 
meandof cbtaxsAs^ intelligence, mutatis mutMdk^ 
were in tbe power of the latter. But there is Ihfle 
doofct thUA, Junius was personally known to Gar- 
rick, and that^/or this reason he was so exceedingly 
disturbed. He knew that if he was once s^n by 
Grariick^ detection was unavoidable. Let us ol> 
seive the facts : — He knew Ihat Garrick had learnt 
from Woodfiill that Junius would write no more; 
hot he did > not know in what maimer this infor- 
mation was obtained. He imagined that Garrick 
HbA drawn it from Woodfall by his ingenuity ; and 
he accordingly warns the latter in the following 
words*^ — ^.(Secret.) Beware of David Garrick, be 
was sent to pump you, and went directly to Rich^ 
mond to tell the king I should write no more.". 

Under the impression that Gisrrick bad gained 
this kiteHigence by insinuating himself into the con^ 
fidence of Woodfall, he wrote the note to Garrick 
which has been alretidy mentioned, threatening ven- 
geance if he persisted in his ^^ imj^rlment inquiries;'^ 
and justly apprehensive lest Wood&Il shoold have 
told Garrick the name of the cofifeerhouse where 
his Letters ivere left, he writes to the former, *^ / 
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tmi^ be more' cautims ihan ever. I am sure I 
slioukl not survive a discot^y three dky^ ; 0r if I 
did, thc^ ^vould attaikit me by bill. Cfumge to the 
Sont^set GE^m-h^Mmi and let n» mortal hfum the 
alteratiikii ' I ^n p^suaded you are too honest a 
man t& contribute in any way to my de^ruetiMi, 
Act honourably by me^ and at a proper time you 
shall know me *." On the outside of diiil Letter 
was vttitt6th private and particular^. 

' 'Woodfall explaiined, that Oatri^k had been 
apprized of the ihtended discontmuimte of 'the Let- 
ters/' Iby his having iiamed it coiifid^tially in a 
Letter he was writing to Garrick ; and itigi^fore 
c^ssuadcid iM^tist from 'i^dibg the libt^. With 
diis he at first seenis s^tisfied.-^^' I bave no doifbt 
df what you ^y about David Garrick ; sO drt^ the 
note.'' Btit sd tie(^sAry w^s it that Gairick should 
not end&mMi^ to trekMe him, thtit he adds, ^^ As it is 
intpottant Mt^irhimffmi. 71^ Idesifefyou 

will teil hini that I am ^d^^^e of his practices, and 
'Win ^^ei^iAiy be feVeilgdd if he doies not desist. 
An app^l to the public from Junius would ile* 
stroy hkh." Not sMisded even with this security, 
he says at the end of the same Letter, " Upon re-- 
Jia»is^ I think it absohtttfy i^eeessary to netid that 
nbte to D. Gr.^ only sa,y^'pfacikes iti^tekd! dfir^qfer- 
tinent inquiries %.'' 

• Jiswvs, I ♦ f 31. Prirate letter to WotxifaU* ' " 

t , i. •«a8. Ndte by the J^itor. : . 

t i. •236. Private Letter to Woodfall. 
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Nor did the subject end here : tbou^ the rest 
is not printed, more was uiidOubtedly said to Wood- 
fall concerning the facility of his disposition, for the 
•next Letter begins, ^^ I did never question* yomc 
understanding. Far otherwise. The L^tin word. 
IMipkx conveys to me an amiable character, and 
never denotes folly. Though we may not be d.er 
ficieitf id point of capacity, . it is very possible. that 
neither of us .may be cunning enough for, Mi;** 
Ga^tk." Three weeks after he again adyerts to 
the same topic :— '^ Make your mind easy about 
line ; I believe you ai^e an. honest man, and I never 
am ai)^/' 

The inferences altpgether drawfi from the above 
stfitdmeQt are these, that Junius had^a particular 
kno^ledg^ of Ganick, and that the l^ttter was ctr^ 
ttM^ acquainted with the person, andpvbably with 
the band-writing, of him who, carried on the '^ con«- 
veyaaeisg'' and correspondmg department of Ju- 
nius; from which perapml knowledge it became of 
the utmost possiUe ccaisequencc;, that Garricky 
ijitme all men^ should be deterred from joining in 
,th6 pursuit which was made after the Author. 

• Mr. Jf%AMCHB.^** I did hokt wndmtand that Colonel Goddard 
had quitted the otjecU of his commiMion/* &c. iMvmbSy March 4^ 
1779* No. 182, 4^. to Sixth Report,) 

Again, December €S» 1778. 

— " / did n^oer propou an extract of a priifate letter as «ntho. 
rity to the Board*** (^ih \9^ Jfyp. to Sixth IUport») 
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To meet these conclusions, it must be stated on 
the part of Sir Philip Francis, that he was well 
acquainted with Garrick, who enjoyed the ^^fritndr 
^h^ and esteem" of his feither Dr. Francis, as we 
are told by the latter in the preface to his play of 
Eugenia. The son of Dr. Francis was, of course, 
personally known to Mr. Garrick ; who; if he was 
not also familiar with the hand-writing of Sir 
Philip, might have shown it to some one, by 
whom it would be recognized even in a disguised 
state. It was prudent, therefore, in Sir Philip, 
to desire that his note to Garrick might be copied 
to '^ avoid having this hand too commonly seen'' — > 
this feigned hand. And if Sir Philip was also 
the receiver of the Letters from the coffee- 
house, it was highbf ntce»sm*y that the place should 
be changed, and that no mortal should know the 
aiteration. 

• With this instance of remarkable agreement 
between the writer of the Letters and Sir Philip 
Francis, we shall close the aceount of their con* 
NECTioKs. The supposition that Sir Philip was 
himself the ^^ conveyancer" of ti)e packets, either 
directly or through the medium of a chairman, and 
ccMisequently certain of detection if Garrick caught 
a glimpse of his person, will Deceive further illus*: 
tration as we proceed. 
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CHAPTER IX- 



Wh£TH£R Junius was a Member of ParUftment 
may with tol^aUe certainty be collected fisom his 
writings. Though a frequent hearer of the debates, 
and particularly of those in the House of Lords^ 
yet it appears from the following Letter to Wood- 
fidl, January 31^ 177I9 tiutt he had no seat m 
either assembly .*-^^' It is of the utmost importance 
to the public caus^ that tiie doors of the Htwse cf 
Lorda shoijkl be opened on Tuesday next^ perhaps 
the following [four paragraphs to 'be inserted m ro* 
taticNa] may help to shame them into it 

" * We hear that the ministry intend to tame for 
opraing the doors of both Houses of Parliament on 
Tuesday next^ in the usual mann^, bekig dei»«Mr8 
that the nation should be exactly informed* of their 
whole conduct in the business of Falkland Ifiriland/ 

w 

^^ ^ The naticm expect, that on Tuesday next at 
least, both Houses wfll be open as ixsnal, otherwise 
there will be too much ffeascm to suspect, 4tet <dhe 
proceedings of the ministry have been sudi as i«ill 
not bear a public discussion/ 

" ' We hear that the ministry intend to move, that 
no gendeman liiay be refused admittance into either 
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House OQ Tuesday next Lord North in particular 
thinks it touches his character, to have no part of 
hb conduct concealed from the nation.' 

*^ * The resolution of the ministry to move for 
opaung both Hot»es on Tuesday next does them 
great honour. If they were to do otherwise, it 

would raise and justify suspicions very disadvan- 

< 

tageous to their own reputation, and to the king's 
honour/ Pray keep it up." 

It is oertainly possible, but not very likely, 
that a member of the Lords would have been so 
anxious for unclosed doors : he could so well have 
turned the secresy of the debate into a charge 
agakist ministers, and at tiie same time could have 
conveyed to the public so full and correct an ac- 
coiiDt of what passed, that no desirable information 
would have been suppressed, and his vantage ground 
i^ainst ministers would have been improved by the 
exclusion. But to a. stranger, it was an object of 
tiie first importance to get admission. As far there- 
fore as these paragraphs warrant any conclusion, 
they lead to the belief that Junius was not a mem- 
ber of the House of Lords : but this opinion is 
fartiior strengthened by what he says in his cele- 
lM»tod Letter to Lord Mansfield. *' My charge 
agemist you is now made good. I shall, however, 
•be raady to answer, ot submit to fair objections. 
If, whenever this matter shall be agitated, you suf- 
Jer the doore rf the House of Lords to be shuiy I 
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now protest that I shall considar you as hwoing 
made no reply. From that moment, in the opinion 
of the world, you will stand selfKX>nvicted ^/' 

To a peer in Parliament, this shutting the doors 
of tile House would, as before stated, have furnished 
occasion of reproach, without in the least screening 
the person seeking refuge behind the measure : but 
suppose it were for other reasons desirable that the 
public should have access to the House, how. does 
it follow that from this step being taken, Lord 
Mansfield should be considered as having made no 
repfy ? The conclusion is absurd, on the part of 
one present ; but to a stranger, the argument is ne- 
cessary and just. Having no right in that assem- 
bly, thie exclusion of the public would deprive him 
of the only chance of hearing, and of afterwards * 
combating the noble Lord's statement; and thus he 
would be driven to the extremity of assuming, that 
from die exercise of that power, his antagonist, 
^^ in the opinion of the worid/' must staiid self- 
comncted. It was the sole alternative. 

Seasons equally strong may be advanced to 
shew that he was not a member of the House of 
Commcms. On the Tuesday refierred to, the great 
question respecting Falkland Island was expected 
to be discussed ; for which cause he so earnestly 
wished to hear the debate in the House of Lords. 

* JuNzvs^ ii. 440. Signatoie, Junivs. 
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NoW} as a member of the other House, his diit^ 
would have required his attendance there ; but not 
even the option was allowed him, for on that even- 
ii^ February 5, 1771, there was a call of tiie 
House, in contemfdaticm of the debate taking place, 
thoi^h the great discussion did not come on in 
either House till the 1 3th. 

But irreconcileable as the foregoing statemmt^ 
are with the idea that Junius was a member of 
Parliament, his anxiety that both Houses should sit 
with unclosed doors was natural, in the view which 
this Essay takes of the writer. When Parliament 
deliberated in secret, he was of ccxisequence ex* 
eluded, and could then obtain only such intell^ence 
as any other person might pick up from members . 
who were present. This was insufficient for Junius. 
It was one of the causes of his great popularity 
that he was suspected of being some disguised se- 
nator ;^ and into many of his Letters are incorpo- 
rated not only the sentim^its, but sometimes the 
language of our first orators. In this sense we ma^ 
understand the following quotation from bis Let* 
ters, though it was probably not intended to bear 
exactly this construction. — ^' I willii^ly accept of 
a sarcasm firom Colonel Barr6, or a simile from 
Mr. Burke V 

And such conduct was certainly wise. He was 

* Junius^ ii. dS7. * Signatuie, Jmitiv 
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thus enabled to concimtrate in faiif own Letters the 
strength and beauty of all timt was saidoD that.side 
of the question whkrh he approired ; with thia ad- 
ditioQal advantage that if the coincidence . wese 
tra/^y it not only removed suspicion stilL fiuttiitr 
from the real writbr, but gave consequeoce to his 
character, and weight to his )Eaithbrity. 

A part of one of Lord Chatham's speeches^ in- 
troduced in the Preface to the Letters, was ctartaiidy 
itpoiled from notes thus taken by Jujnus, who 
observes of it,< — ^^ The following quotation &om a 
speech ddiveced by Lord Chatham on the 1 Tth of 
December, 1770, is taken mth esactne$s. The 
reader will find it curious in itself, and * very' fit ^ to 
be inserted here." Long before this he had inoor* 
poratedtbe: same extract not oilly in substance^ bbt 
alcao&t word for w^nrd, in one of the fniaceUmeom 
Lettersi dated tiie 14th of December, only three 
days after the debate had taken place. But at tiue 
time he did not give it as a quotation from Lord 
Chatham's speech, nor was it distinguished by ia* 
verted commas. It assumes only to be a iaitfafol 
statement by the writer of '^ what w^s the fact, and 
what wa3 the irregolaiity of the proceeding [oi Lord 
Mansfidd] upon it" In the end he says, f^l b£^ 
firm, therefore, with Lard Chatham, that his o6ndiJct 
was irregular, extrajudiciali and unprecedented * ; 



but ttssvefennee ta Lord GiiathaiB> opttiion is not 
kit^ftdod to lead ai^ one to cMmdiude^ t^t^tbe whcde 
of the^ passage was boirrMred fitmi him. Yet sueh 
was4fcbe^ase>«aecordihg to the declaration of Junius 
«bQ^ qdote«t; and ^the Hcireliinstattee Is worthy of 
l«tiiaffk/> ai^ it^liibits a |]aro6f thal^ J'UNiusy as be* 
for&statedi a^aflcd hiQifielf c^ the s^ntimwte of the 
leadkig ^fnH^om, in order to earteb his* own Letters ; 
for wloeh purpose he attended the debates, and* for 
the sake of greater accuracy w€ls in the habit of 
taking notes of particular ^speeebesv ^ 

The day after Lord Chatham had dfdivered 4ii^ 
preceding opinion on Lord Mani^d's o^aduct, 
^^ the great Lord Cainden addressed him in Ae 
following words/' Here J^i^fius ulsa quotes a part 
of his^ speech, in which Lord^Miahsfid^ is challenged 
4x> mstae a day when- his doctrines m%ht be dis- 
cussed. The passage q^dteid is an aiinplificalaoti' of 
what Junius bad imported in substance two days 
affcerr the event ; and in this, as in h&td Chatham's 
case, no Other account had intervewed from which 
it could be tekeif). - ■ -- 

He was present, according to hib own wm^s, at 
many otib^er debatiii^: ' As Pbilo^Junips, vol. ii. 
p. 364, he says, ** With regard to Lord Camden 
the truth is, that he inadvertently overshot himself, 
as appears plainly by that unguarded mention of a 
' tyranny of forty days, which I rmfsdf hewd'' Of 
Lord Gnftoii's ^Ipquaiee he g^v^ a whimsical spe- 
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cunen, obaerviog, " ts to the odior test cf his 
aU^ti69| I meaa lu3 talmt for tidkuig in publkt I 
Can speak with greater precision, for I Imve oftek 
kadthehmourqfhearhighm*.*' He infonsoa us he 
was in the House of Commons at. the opening, id 
the session on the 3d of November, 1770, and 
comments pretty severely upoiii Loid BiuirmglQn's 
speech. > that evening f^ And on mai»jr;€lher oc- 
casiims he se^ns so folly informed of what was 
goingforwasxl in Parliament, especially in^the UoMse 
of Lords, as to leave no doubt of hb peisonal^ air 
twdance at the . time. :|; 

Mr.. Burke's SpeeehH on the openii^ of the 
session in November, 1767, is the most ccmiplete of 
any that Junius reported ; but it claims attentton 
fyit other reaaons. It was delivered on the S4th of 
November: on the S8th orvSlfiidi, Mr. Wood&U 
acknowledged the receipt of the packet ; but cbied 
not publish the speech, unless, he was '^ permitted 
to make such changes in certain expressions, as 
may take off the immedii^ ofience without hurting 
the meaning." He obtained leave, for the speech 
was given to the public with certain changes and 
omismms, on the Sih of Deconber fdlowing. It 
is prefooed by the fdlowii^ Letter. 



* JuwiuB, iii. 286. 

t iii. 278. 

X See Miscelkheous Letters, No. 80^ 81. 
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'^ Mr. Printer^^^-^There are a party of us wlio, 
for our amusement, have eataUisbed a kind of po- 
lideal dub. We mean to p»e no oflfoaee whatever 
to any body in our debates. The following is a 
mere Jeu d'esprky which I threw out at one of our 
late meetings, and is at your service, if you think it 
will afford the least entertainment to your readers. 

«Iam,&c. Y. ZV 

In the Political' Register for April, 1768, pub^ 

Ushed by Aimon, a Lett^ appears, which unques- 

timably came from Junius, since it acecMnpanies 

the entire report of that speech which had been 

nnitilated by Woodfall. It is as follows. 

'" *^ Sir, — ^The following authentic part of an in^ 

taresting debate in the House of Commons, on the 

motion for an address in answer to the King's 

speech, on the first day oi last session, is at your 

service. 

<< Your fiiend, &c. 

^^House of Commons, S4thof Noven^r, 1767. — 
Mr. Conway had concluded with a laboured, thot^ 
not very artful, panegyric on the late Mr.Townshend. 
It consisted of the usual accumulation of talents, 
abilities, judgment, sagacity, &c. ; but interrupted 
by Mr. Conway's usual hesitation between each 
word, aji if he doubted of the truth of what he was 
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sajing^i -HeimiinEMd tlKti^iisMiear lamented 
fiieDd>h«d eagf^ed' Unlaetf to piepare a pkii to te 
nAMiiittod')to fteUiineitf, 1^ ^ effectwl refief o( 
tbepobrin Ae»aitdcle'4>f prd^siim^ and be had no 
questioiiitfafeit/ttf that ^gteektiban had sumved, he 
would have. heen^oMe to* perform his piroinifie; but 
uv/hhm^ttkf fot liwirfpiifeAibybis^bb "Miblcxit iiAA 
bimc that h wttsieflisy to find a successor to his 
place, but impossible to find a successor to his 
abiMti^^ or qHm eqtial Id tiiB^ikeeutibn of >bis' plans. 
The House ou^t not;^' tiMnrefibre, to be surprised, 
lint tiie King's sumving tservajats had nol ^^et been 
able to' devise any sdieme ibr the reHfef of the pocM*, 
although tf man of Mr. ^TowiishendV s(l(M»*fdr qua- 
lifications mi^t hai% been fully ^ equal to the 

*^ Tb^ House received Mr. Gotiway'S expres- 
i^as of hnia^ytrith silent approbation, and seined 
to agree with him in his sense of his own infi^rity 
and that' W" his colleagues. 

■^ MT.>'Edinund Burled then got up, afid made 



>. • • . ■ 1 / ' *« 



The pre&tory observations !from the Political 
R^irter, as Ihey aie ci^ttahily writt^ by Junius, 
have been thought wordvy of kiisiertian here ; but Ae 
speech it would be useless to transcribe, as it now 
appears entire in the siecond edition of the Letters, 
lately published by Mr. WoodM.- The difierence 
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at first consisted in the oizuasioa of a long para- 
^ph which Woodfall yms afiaid to insert, and in 
the substitution of such terms for Speaker, Houses 
Throne, &c. as would give it the character of a de- 
bate at a political club. That these alterations were 
made in the original copy at the request of Wood** 
ML, who was afraid to print it as a direct speedat; 
and that liie introductory Letter was written after- 
wards, and worded so as to suit the second intention^ 
is evident fipom the date oi that Lett^^ asid ftom 
Ite tenor of Woodfall's note to his correspondent, 
wherein he desires leave ^^ to make such changes 
in certain expressions, as may take; off the im« 
mediate ofEetite, without hurting the meaning"*/' 



* In a late.p»bBcali«Bj riatended to prove ikmJt Mf. Btuiu was 
Jii]nii8,mud»8UcMislaidanY.Z^'aktteiaiid^qpaech. ''Ititado. 
cument which^ if I do not deoeive mysdf very much/' rays the writer, 
'^ tofi/ set the ot m t pw erty concerning the Author of JnivB.for ever at 
rear He groaods his opiiuott on tbe presompdmi, Itl, That Burke 
hiniMlf sent the qpeedi to Woodfall^ from the phrase^ ** i$hick 1 
threw oHt" occuiving in the introductcny letter : but as he obsctvea, 
*' that all those who heard the speech in the Hons^ would» when 
theyl«w the letter of Y.Z. in the PnUie Adrertiser^ iawhichhe 
idjra it was^ken bj himself, infer inunediatdy that the istter in 
qiHttiony as well as the speech which aooompanied it^ were sent to 
the printer by Mr. Burke hunself/* we must be excused from thbik^ 
ibg thiEKt the latter woold hare so grossly committfld himself, even 
bid this mtroductory letter not beeii wiittan, a* it certainly was, in 
compliance with Woodiall's wishes, and to countenance the alter- 
ations ke had $uggeated, «The writer presumes, £dly. That when 
AJmon publish^ the debates of this period in the year 1774, ha re» 
ceived the entire oopy of the speech which appears in that ooUectioii, 
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Let us now turn to Sir Philip Francis. Like 
Junius, at the time the Letters were written, he 
had no seat in Parliament ; yet true to his parallel^, 



*' from authority," in other words, from fiurke himself; because 
the paragraph omitted by Wood&Il is inserted Ihere : whoeas the. 
true souroe of Almon*s auik&ni^ is ^leatly no miha than the caff 
sent to the Political Register, as is proved by its having lomished bira. 
at the same time with the account, totidem verbis, of Mr. C^onway's 
^)eech. Besides, so far is this first perfect copy from supporting the 
opinion that Burke sent the speech, or that if otherwue, he wha 
sent it was " under the necessi^ of pirating the prodoctions of 
others, and decking himself out in a phmiage not his own," that he 
even prefaced it as we see with Mr, Burke's name, and called it an 
" esBceUeni speech.** 

So much for facts. The value of the par&Seb hy whidi tibe 
writer attempts to uphold his ill-founded conjecture, may be guessed 
at from '' the specimens which come under the head o( inverted am" 
siruetiiM** After menticming several instances wliere the pTepontkn 
follows the verb, instead of being placed before the pronoun whidi 
it governs, as — " whom he had never spoken to,'* instead of " to 
whom he had never spoken," &c. he adds, ** Had I no other reasons 
for thinking that the Letters of Juvius were vmtten by Mr. Burke, 
the inference arising from this species of construction would be 
whtdltf satirfactory to my ndnd!*- With such sentiments, itisnoi 
surprising to find this gentleman mention ^* one fact more relative to 
dits sabject' During the time the Letters appeared in the Public 
Advertiser, Mr. Burke*s aon was a scholar at Westminster sdhool ; 
and it is remembered fay some of those who were at Westminster 
school at the same time, that his private tutor was sometimes able to 
tell, before hand, when a Jwius was tb appear !" After this, the 
able author of the Preliminary Esssiy may very wdl bear to be told 
by the same writer, that his remarks in opposition are siUy and chUi- 
iskf and that " when one hears such foOy^ as this brotight forward 
as an argument upon the present subject, it is difficult to avoid laughr^ 
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he was, like him, a frequent hearer of the debates, 
especially in the House of Lords, and on more than 
one occasion^ he also took notes of Lord Chatham's 
speeches. 

In Almon's anecdotes of Lord Chatham, first 
published in 1791, a part of the debate in the 
House of Lords at the opening of the session in 
1770, is then, for the first time, given to the public 
from a manuscript report furnished by Sir Philib 
Francis. As I have no doubt of the circum* 
stance, I state it without reservation ; but to satisfy 
the reader, who cannot be expected to place depen- 
dance on the word of an unknown writer, I shall 
sut^in some reasons in support of my assertion. 

In the first place, Sir Philip is not obsciurely 
lunted at in the para^ph which introduces the 
debate. Almon says : — 

^^ The next session was opened on the ninth 
day of January, 1770. The discontents which per- 
vaded the whole nation, stimulafed him [Lord 
Chatham] to the most vigorous exertion of his ta- 
lents. He considered the conduct of the House of 
Commons, on all the questions concerning the Mid- 
dlesex election, as wholly unconstitutional. He at-^ 
tended on the first day. ETu speeches on that day 
have met with a better fate than mamf of his former 
speeches^ for they were accurately taken by a qen- 

TL£MAN OF STRONG MEMORY, NOW A M£MB£R 
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OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS^ ^aiid jfroin hifi notJBS 
ttey are here printed^i'^ 

So completely does this descriptioo, joined with 
the nature of the transaction to which it rdatei^ 
point iOQt Sir Philip Frakcis as the only gentle- 
man to whom it properly belonga, that I dare say 
the point which I am attempting to establii^, would 
be at mice conceded by many persons : but we 
haye moie than current opinion in support of oar 
aaaertbn ; . for, 

. Secondly, Sir Philip declares that he was in 
the House of Lords an the mght this speech wias 
made,, and that he heard Lord Chatham make use 
of the yery words wfaidi it contains. . In tins in* 
stance Ihe identity is brx)u^t hmne. *^ I heard 
Vfjjr&m Lord Chatham,^' says Sir Philip, '^ that 
power without right is the most odious and detest^Me 
object that can be offered to the human imagination. 
It is at once, res detestiAiUs et cadticaifJ' 

I say that the klentily is br<»ight home to Sir 
Philip, because it is morally impossible that an- 
othor.man shcMild be found who, under all the other 
drcumstanees of resesAlance in which Skr Phili^ 
is placed, should have this, most important fact of 
allstraoed4x) him,--^that hewas present in the House 

* Almon's Anecdotes of the £arl of Chatham^ ii. 76. 
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of Lords when this speech ^as delivered by Lord 
Chatham. 

Buty Thirdiy^ The jnai^m wMch ht& says be 
heard from Lord €ha^iii, is expnessed in terms 
whioh ooakl only offer tfaemselves to the writer of 
the apeecfa. On&is memoiiy the aentim^ilrwedd 
be ^9€> &*i]^y impressed, that without .reofarring to 
the printed copy^ he would be: able to quote at with 
sufficient jMxiiracy t ^yet ctonsoiot^ of hifi ri^ <lo 
the irioioiey h^i wo^ld' af)^optiate> to himself any 
part ^f\ky without that verbfds fidelity whicb an. ex^ 
ttext fronr the ^writings' of ) ^smother person^ i^ovUi 
demand. : In ^ the' pointed a^ieech lias passage is as 
£»Uows>:~rr«^^ Fmfettvith(mtmgbt is tkt vmai o^aitt 
and ^testable' fAfect that em^ U^^ 
imaginatim >: i it is ioot only pernicious to those who 
are subject to it, butotends to its <ywn destructioii. 
It is what my noble *fiieod Loud Lyttkton has 
touly descFifaed it^ JRss detestabUis^ tt cadacaJ' • 

Fourthfy^ We «oe ipreseated in the motto to 
the same £ssay with anodier quotation from Lord 
ChatiMira's ispeKhj--^^^ Thef^fU 4f(ne umbkion at 
ieasti, which I^'diU net reimmce^^ butmth *m/ Ufe.' 
It igthe4mbition mf dBlwmng to n^ posterity tfwae 
nghts ^fregdomwlMb I heme vecmxd^fiwmm^ auh 
cestors.^^Earl ef Chatham^ ( Jammfy 9, 1 776. " 

In this quotation, the words ' ^^ whiok liefoer wUl 
acknowkdge/' jAiould luuee been inserted after f^kastJ' 
By the alteratibn, iis m the &nrmer example. Sir 
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Philip again proves bis unomtroulable property in 
the printed speech. But what does he say besides. 
'^ After the noble speaker of these rvordsy no man has 
so good a right to make use of them as 1 haoe.'' 
Perhaps it was not intended, but according to our 
present argument, there is a truth in this assertion 
beyond what strikes the eye : for if his Lordship 
uttered the words, Sir Philip, who had given them 
to the public, had a better title to th^oa than any 
other man, ejpopt his Lordship. He further ob^ 
serves : — ^^ Thejf express a principle on which I have 
actedy and I resort to them as mt own/' Sir Philip 
has always been a firm friend to liberty ; but why 
he should resort to these expressions as his awnj 
and with a right which no other num, but the speaker, 
is warranted to assume, is under any other sup- 
position than the above, incomprehensible. 

Fifthly, Another quotation from the same speech 
occurs at the begjmning of Sir Philip's pamphlet 
on Paper Currency. — " It was said by William 
Earl of Chatham forty years ago, or someboAf has 
recorded it for him, that it was a maxim he had ob- 
served through life,, when he had lost his way, to 
stop short, lest, by proceeding without knowledge, 
and advancing from one Mse step to another, he 
should wind himself into an inextricable labyrinth^ 
and never be able to recover the right road." 

A doubt is here expressed as to the authority of 
this observation : either Lord Chatham said it, or 
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■s. 

» 

somebody has recorded it for him. If Sir Philip 
means to say that he could not recollect from which 
of tiiese sources the observation proceeded, the ac- 
curacy with which the quotation is given, contra- 
dicts the insinuation ; for he who remembers the 
exact words of a long quotation, cannot. but remem- 
ber the authority also. With his recollection then 
of the authorjty, what reason can be given for this 
unwillingness to state it ? 

Admitting that Sir Philip was the person who. 
first recorded the remark, the answer is ready. 
Prudential motives might prevent his acknowledg- 
ing the quotation to be taken from his own notes : 
and as to the doubt ^expressed whether Lord Chatham 
spoke the words, or whether they were only attri- 
buted to him by another, no person but the repor- 
ter, conscious of his own share in the speech, and of 
what belonged to the orator, would have dreamt of 
such a distinction. 

The debate, as printed by Almon, consisted of 
a speech by Lord Chatham, anothar by Lord 
Mansfield, and the reply of the first speaker. The 
intermediate speech is authenticated to proceed 
from the same pen, by the following remark.-—" This 
noble Lord's answer (taken also from the same 
gentleman's notes) it is. necessary to insert, on - ac- 
count of Lord Chatham's reply, which follow^ it." 

On the 22d of January, 1770, thr^ ether 
speeches in the House of Lords were reported by 
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Sir Philip Francis, and published with the pre- 
ceding. That no doubt can exist from what quar- 
ter ^y wete obtained, the remark which introduces 
thmn will testify i 

^' This speech [of the Marquis of Rockingham], 
the answer of the . Duke of Grafton, and Lord 
Chatham's reply, iete printed from the notes of the 
same gentleman who communicated tjie three pre- 
ceding speeches. They have none of them heca 
printed befidre. It was nedessary to insert Lord 
Rodctng^am's and the Duke of Grafton's speeches, 
because they were introductory to Lord Chat- 
ham's ♦." 

All the pr6oft, therefore, which gave c^tainty 
to our affirmation respecting the former, are equally 
valid IB determining the origin of the present 
speeches, and without further question they ought 
to be considered as equally proceeding from Sir 
Phiup Feakcis. ,But evidence of a direct na- 
ture is found even here, which, in connection wi& 
what' has been dialled, must carry irresistible con- 
viciion^ Sir Phixip F&an^cib avows his title to 
Ihis laft^r speech.- He not tmhf ^wtes it, but was 
present at. its ddhery. In his pamphlet on Paper 
Currency^ are these. remaiicable words.— « ' 

" Let the war 'take)itff i courser or, aB^Ihear^ 
Lar^Ouiffumi declare ^a:tHe House of Lords, with 

./•M ':- J)\\ ... • ■ -i. *lo III'!' •...- : i' 
' ^ Almoo^s Aneedote^ of tile EArl i^f Chtthani^ iU lOa 
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a monarch's voice, i.et discord prevail (fok 

The Sp^ch says, " If the breach in the con- 
stitution be effectually repaked, the people will of 
themselves return to a state of tranquillity: if no^ 
HAY DiscoED PREVAIL FOR EVER*." The Sen- 
tence is in botii cases printed in small capital^ aft 
an acknowledgment of its peculiar emfdiasis. It 
should also be observed, that frequent as are these 
quotations from the speeches in question, I know 
of no other instances wherein Sir Philip has al- 
luded to, or transcribed any expressions made use 
of by Lord Chatham in other printed speeches. 

To the foregoing direct appeals to the sentiments 
of Lord Chatham might be added, the extra- 
ordinary internal evidence of identity which both 
these speeches exhibit But as I have no intention 
to beg the question, or to bespeak beforehand the 
suffrages of the reader, that ulterior influence 
arising fit>m this part of our subject, shall be left 
till we meet with it in its proper place. . At present 
we have to attend to the ciramstantial details con- 
nected witii this ste^e ci our inquiry ; and these, 
let U6 remember, consist of the important &cts, 
that in cosformity with the practice of Ji^Nius, 
Sar Philip Fbakcis took notes of two of Lord 
Chatham's speeches, which he subsequentiy re- 
ported ; Hiat the speeches so' reported by Sir 

I • ' - 

*. Aliaoa't Anecdotes of the Eail of Chatham, ii. UQ. 

l2 
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Philip were made at the opening of that particular 
session, in which Junius anticipated the discom- 
fiture of the ministerial party ; that they were de- 
livered at the very time when he expected things 
would t(dee the turn from which Woodfall should 
hm> km by bis xvorks; that then the arms was ap* 
proacbingy at which with the assistance of Lord 
Chat ham,, he had no doubt he should conquer them at 
last : all which expressions plainly shew that he felt 
the utmost interest in the success of those debates ; 
and lead us to expect, that if any speeches were 
deemed worthy of being preserved by Junius, it 
would be those for which we are indebted to Sir 
JPhilip Francis. 

One remark more, and we have done with this 
part of our subject. When Woodfall refused to 
insert Mr. Burke's speech unless it underwent cer- 
tain alterations, Junius complied with the con- 
dttioQ, .changing the offensive expressions, and 
giving it by his prefatory letter a different character. 
This seems to have been done out of respect to 
Wood&U, and in deference to his feelings on the 
subject But the claims of friendship thus satis- 
fied, Junius without delay sent <lie perfect original 
to another printer^ wha had *^fe?wer saruples/* 
This was Alm^k, the iame person for whom Sif 
Phiup pBANCisdrewup the two reports which con- 
tain Lord Chatham^s speeches. But might not the 
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preference which Junius gave to Almon be acciw 
dental, and a solitary instance ? By no means : a 
striking proof of this appears in the fdlowing staie* 
ment, and if I was not afraid of increasing the 
volume to an unreasonable size, I could produce a 
great number of similar cases. Junius sent some 
poetry to Woodfall, which the author of a recent 
Inquiry.*, who rdates the circumstance, considec; 
" evidentiy written for Mr. WoodfalVs personal gra- 
tification; as from kiternal evidence, the Poeip 
could never hace been intended for publication.'' It 
begins thus : — 

" HARRY AND NAN f. 

AN BLBOT IN THE MANNBR OV tlNUIXVIk 

'' Can Apollo resist^ or a poet refuse^ 

When Harry and Nancy solicit the muse > 

A statesman, who makes the whole natiion his care,. 

And a nymph, who is almost as chaste as she's Mr*' 

Mr. Glover's advocate, who properly infers " from 
reading the private notes of Junius to Woodfall, — 
that the author had a personal regard for him, and 
that he knew him thoroughly" — ^may perceive, by 
turning to the Political Register for June, 1768, 
that the above Poem was not written for Mr. 
Woodfidrs sole amusement He received it for 

* Inqiuiy, &c. with reference to Mr. Glo¥er, p. 7* 
t Dujce of Grafton and Nancy Parsons. 
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Insertion in ^ib Public Advertiser, but as he did not 
choose to print it, JuKius, as before, sends it to 
Abnan, who published the whole Poem without he- 
sitation. So that it appears not only that Junius 
had a regard for Woodfall, in which he resembled 
Sir Philip Francis, but that the nesFt printer y to 
whom the former had recourse, was equally distin* 
guished by the favours of the latter. 
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Sia Phiup Francis, soon after iib return from 
India in 178 1, obtabed a seat in Parliament, and 
greatly .distinguished himself by the part he took in 
the impeachment pf Warren Hastings^ and in all 
the discussions connected ivith the interests of 
Indian In the course of these exertions, it may 
natucally be inquired, how could he conduct him- 
49€lf so as to support the character of Junius for 
eloquence, without revealing at the same time the 
seeret of his identity. Mr. Burke had said of 
JyNiUd> — ^^VWere he a member of that House, 
what might not be expected from bis knowledge, 
.bis firmness, and integrity?^ He wddd he'eatH^ 
known by his ccmtemptof all danger, by bis pefie- 
traticm, by. his vigour. Nothing would escape his 
vigiUace and activity. Bad ministers could conceal 
nothing from his sagacity ; nor could phnnises nor 
threats induce him to ccmceal any- thifig"from the 
public.'* What then were the peculiar cirbtim- 
stances which, in the case of Sir Philii^,' presented 
the character of JbNius from discovering itself, as 
Mr. Burke had predicted ? 
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To answer this question properly, it is requisite 
to consider now much of the character of Junius 
could have been displayed in the House of Com- 
mons. Had he manifested the same daring spirit 
there which animated his anonymous productions^ 
he certainly would have been known. But who 
would have the hardihood to sustain this part of his 
.bWaeter? Not Junius. He knew -it would 
have been his destruction ;-^^^^ mas sure he shmdd 
not survkt a discaoery three ^s*. Mr. Burise, 
tberefofe, evinced > an uncodimon ignorance oif hu- 
man natEure, if he expected Uuii conduct tobe pur- 
sued by Junius in Parliament, which was one of 
his chirf cbaracteristics 'only because He .was lai- 
kaowQ. i Of the same unfounded nature* was'iss 
^Kpectation. that. Junius would be^ known by \m 
^f^mikdge, ,tiis ^^rmnes^^ and mt^rity. The two 
,l$itter qua}ilties are still, thank Heaven, t6o couimoa 
!kft any member tot. be exdusively distinguished for 
iKiMessmgthem* .'And ra for bis knowledge, not 
jonly would any man rieasbnably dread to declare in 
)m 9ym person, the facts revealed i by Junius ; but 
!^t» tha tiMe Sir Bhiup was a member of the House, 
jbeihad not tbtee secret means of acquiring infor- 
mation which he possessed when the Letters were 
writtpi. ^ 

No&ii)g remains then by which he might 'have 
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be^i discoveied; but the force ^and qpieodoor of hk 
eloqoeiice. And of this how littb can be expected, 
when we recoUect the labour wMch Junius confes- 
sedly bestowed upon his compositions to fit .them 
for the public eye. ^^ Such finished forms of com- 
position/' says the author of the Essay^ ^' bear in 
themselves the most evident marks of elaborate 
forecast and revisal ; and tiie Author rather boasted 
of the pains he had- bestowed upon them, tham at- 
tempted to ccmceal birlaboi^ *." Thisdifficulty of 
composition in tiie case of Junius arose fi'Ofiri his 
great fSorupulcmsQess i» tkej choice of words; and 
thb halHt, without bdi^ counteracted by public 
speakiDg, . woiM of ccHirse impede that a^fati&i 
by.the:aid>\of which aii^brajtdr in general retouches 
his piece till it equals his first conception. All 
that remains then to be ascertained is, whether 
there was any impedimimt of this description to die 
omtorial pbwersof Sir Philip Francis? 

As an orator, he appe^s by his own account to 
have wanted that easy flow of words; which is ne^ 
cessary. to fcH^m a perfect speakar. Many of his 
addresses to die House are introduced with ail apo- 
logy for tbis^ defect. On die motion for receiiniig 
the petition 6S Captain Williams, accused of the 
murder of Mustapha Cawn, iSir Philip said, "he 
never regretted the want of a rta^ detwery of his 

4 

* JuHiir9« i. p. *gi. Pteliminaiy Essay. 
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tbcvghts. hi <$^Aieamig\*ihd^'JAcme^ more, than on 
tiie {H^esent occaaiQD|!whidb» in his opbioD, deRnred 
the appUoation^aDdwouM: justify die jexertioii of 
the gr^te$t eloquence and abilities in the Hbuse of 
CoinmoBa V . ^ ". 

Again, — ^^ I am iiot aotaastomed to speak in 
public; and I very mucih fear, (bat altbou^-what 
I have to say is dear enough in my own mind, it 

fUI appear in great diaoiderf." 

This ccmstant embarrassment is alluded to at 

the commencement of almott every long speeifii^^-^ 
^^ Sir, I am thcmmghly conscious, of mj^toim infir- 
mities. . I cannot hope to make nHfidf mderstoodj 
unless. I am hwrd without in^tience; or intamip- 
tion« Evi^ signs and ig»sture» are st^kieat to db- 

amcertmt" 

J^ in, his dpeeph;onvMr. Pitt's India bill, he 
i|ddres^;^e Housei ^. fi^lows. — . 

'^ There {is ojq^ pp^liminary word, indudbg a so* 
licitation»« whiah I .shall oSer to the. House, and 
particiilarly, to .the Bight Hon. Gentleman who 
brpngh^ jlo Jl^e bill,, ^ It is, that they would separate 
and diptii|igp]fib.:tb6i)9Ub9ta]^ what I have to 
«ibn4t,|o,.U^ iQOOsidfiratioa> from my tnamer of 
delk&ring it^ . Thafe the . honourable gentleman 
himself, if, through the disorder and embarrassment 

• Mr. Francis's speech. Parliamentary Debates, xxvii. 240. 

t — — __ 24 July, 1784. 

J Vide Pvoceeding^ on the Slave Trade, p. 20.' 
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mthti^ich Iwo/^jp^Efki isf^icm dipopver and. collect 
Ae^ fotce aod. jpt^eatiiog pi what I would expisess, 
and if tbfiX lEoe^nrng should appear to him to de- 
9&nif^ QODsideratiooy he will, in the first {dace, allow 
it-due wei^ on his «own; mind; and then^ if he 
should' think fit toao^wer Dici> that he will g^ve my 
ai^maents the advantage oi his own exptessions^ 
and encounter them in the armour with which be 
liimself shall halve invested them ^J" 

Here tlien is the jadn^ssion of a defect, by which 
the eloquence of Junius would, be^ unal^e to. make 
an adequate impramcHA da diei auditor. Had op- 
portuBities been taken < iQ( eaarly life to prevent oc 
reraoveithb imp^dknent^ the Bi^ish Demostfaeoes 
might' have' moce ' ntadly ^restembled ;his great pro-, 
totypoil But another reason is given by Burke 
faknself, why ! the eloquence which distinguishes an 
Essay or a Letter ^could not be fdt in an 6ral address, 
^^ J hm>e heard Edammi B^rkt scn/y' obs^res Sir 
BHiLXB'.FBAKrcis;^ ^^ that it was tn^omjUe the, par 
ikieal oratiam ^ Demosthenes cotld have been intelr 
BgUfleio a popular asscfmbly^ in tl^eir {Hresent chse 
-cwnpaet farm f." This is the character of the Lct- 
tersiof'JtJNius: they wei^ classed at their first 
appearance with the Orations : — 

'' Rejoiced we see Demosthenes revire. 
And his Philippics in thy writings live.*' 

* Mr. Frawcis's speedi^ 7th March^ 1786. 

t Vide Sir Philip Francis's note to Horace^ iii. 312. Edit. 1807. 
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Thiis the c|)Mion of ^ Mr. Burke, at aiiotheit 
time, while it bears an odd relation to ^ subject of 
our present dissertitibn, serves to exj^n, xinlt les9 
tD bur satisfaction ihan to that of Sir Philip, the 
cause of his coianparativc want of power ieis an ora-^ 
tor. The effect' of^ this condensifng habit ' on the 
mind of the writer is ai^ fatal to fluent i^peakiiig, as 
the cuUivation of oratory is to close coiftpo&ttimi* 
And of the latter disadvantage Mr. Fo^ icoDaplained 
as feelingly as Sir Philip Francis d6es of the 
former.' ' Nihil est a6 wim parte beatumj j 

. That these were th6 sole reasons why'SirP«ixir 
did not realize the cpncepcion^ that iMid bew aoter- 
tained of the' eloquence >df JtrNic^s, is 'evident from 
all his corrected speeches, as well as from the exr 
tracts which adorn the present volume. •■ He was 
not indifferent to his futiure'&me. In the* whole 
compass of recorded speeches, there aie.noRe in 
which the mens dkinhTf atque os mof^^sanatunm, 
are more apparent than in those which. are reported 
under his name; He seems in this respett to have 
followed the example of Cicero, . with almost equal 
success, as if he thought that at a future perio(l^ 
his written orations would be perused vdih equal 
avidity. ' a • / 

Closely connected with, and frequently the 
cause of this defect in elocution, is a constitutional 
impatience and fervoiir of disposition. ' It is impos- 
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4iible to asoertdn. whether Junius was deficient in 
the requisites of a perfect orator; but his irrita- 
hUity is recorded by an authority from which there 
is tio appeal. I . * 

In one cif the iprivate . Letters to Woodfall this 
is she>vn in a strong light. — " Surely you hcvot mis- 
Judged it very much .about thet hook. I could not httve 
concehed it passU^le that you could protract the pub- 
Hoation so long. At this timcy particularly b^ore 
Mr. Sawbridge's motion, it xvould have been of sin- 
gular usfi. You hme trifled, too hng.wifh the public 
expectation. At a certain point of time the.i^petke 
palk. JJiar you have already lost the season. The 
iookf lam sure,,will lose thfi greatest part of the ef- 
fect I expected from it. But I hceoe dime* r 

This warmth, of temper is again manifested in 
one of his Letters to Wilkes respecting the resolu* 
tions of the Bill of Rights' Society. — " You at least, 
Mr. Wilkes, should have shewn more temper and 
prudence, and a better knowledge of mankind. No 
personal respects whatsoever should have persuaded 
you to concur in these ridiculous resolutions. But 
wyoamxeal, IpercdvCj betrmfs me: I mil endeavour 
to keep a better guard tqxfn my temper;, and apply to 
your judgment in the jpao&t cautions and pleasured 

languagef." . ' , ; 

That " in his natural temper, he was quick, 

* Juirius, i. •Sig. Private Letter to WoodftU.' ' 
f ■ ■ , I * 277. Privftle Ldtn t» Wilkca. 
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irritable^ and ifmpOuemf' is one of the chaiacterisw 
tics which ^^ he who cannot produce," says the 
writer of the Preliminary Essay, ^ is in vaki brought 
forward as the Author of the Letters of Juwiu**.'' 

On this subject, Sir Philip grres us some 
reason to believe that he possessed a kmdred spirit 
with our Author. Speaking of bis quarrel with 
Mr. Hastings, he observes, " We are both, I be- 
lieve, men of a ten^>er too warm to be capable of 
lasting resentments t* * And ag^ in his speech ob 
an inquiry into the conduct of Captain WiDiaihs : — 

" It was his purpose on this occasion to say 
things strong, severe, and personal ; and if he should 
be thou^t to exceed the bounds of moderation, he 
desired it might not be imputed to a hasty m^ 
patience of temper, to whkh he was supposed to be 
more subject than other men ; for he said them 
coolly and deliberately, and after having maturely 
reflected on their cause, and on their conse- 
quences:!;!" 

Again, when he was' accused of placing himself 
on an equality with the lawyers in matters of legal 
opinion, he rebuts the charge in the following man- 
ner. — " Much has been ifaid of my character, much 
of my ten^. I have by one learned gentleman, 
not now present (the Master of the Rolls), been 

• Juvius, i. ♦99. Preliminary Essay., 
t Mr. Fravcxs*!. Speech, J\Ay 2, 1784. 
t ■ 'tw i m t I » PtoKiincntaiy Debaies, xxvii. S40. 
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accused of eompaling tnyseUf miix hhn, and with 
others of his professkm. Such a comparison I 
never presumed to make^ -Arrogance is one thing ; 
passion is another. • Passion I haoe eoer concehed to 
be an honest\ epen^ and manly emotion <^ the mind: 
arrogance, on the cbnti^ary, I take to be a cold, de- 
liberate, thoughtful thing. * I may haoe made use of 
warm or passionafe language perhaps, but I was 
never guilty of the presumption and arrogance 
whidh has been imputed to me */* 

Junius also tojis, i^? ForgiVe this passionate km^ 
gue^.\ I dm' unable ^to cbtve^H: fit. The subject 
comesi home t6 tis'alKr It^ii th« language of my 
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Nothing is moife iiomihon with men of quick 
feelings and eager hopes than a sudden revulsion, 
bordering on despair: Cur^ente retro jums eat rata. 
Were these alternations h6t pef cdptible in the writ- 
ings of Juiirius> I should still in!fer their existence^ 
from the ardour he displays on those subjects which 
interest him. But we have positive evidence, which 
renders all conjecture unnecessary. In a Letter to 
his printer, Junius says, ^^ I really doubt whether 
I shall write any more unfler this signature. I am 



• Mr. Frakci§*s Speech; Febniaiy «6, i78«. 
t Juvius, it. 344. signature, Juirius. 
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weary of, attackmg a set of brutes, whose writings 
are too dull to furnish me even with the materials of 
contention, and whose measures are too gross and 
direct/ to be the. subject of argument, or to require 
ilhistration *." After this his zeal returns, and he 
pursues his object with redoubled energy. Yet 
again he relapses into his former discontent. — 
'^ What an abandoned, prostituted idiot is your Lord 
Mayor! The shameful mismanagement which 
brought him into office, gave me the first and an 
unconquerabk disgust t-** His last letter is in the 
same strain. — ** I meant % the cause and the pubUc. 
Both are given up. I feel for the honour of thid 
country, when I see that there are not ten men 
in it, who will unite and stand together upon any 
one question. But it is all alike vile and con- 
temptible." 

The same oscillation between confidence and 
despondency is visible, on the part of Junius, 
through the whole of his correspondence with 

• Junius, i. •173. Pj-ivate Letter to WoodfalL 

t ^, i. ♦250.' Ditto. 

X Francis.— -^^ If we reoB^inedn AepfMc servUe -, if we mean to 
save Cqlonel ipod()ard*s;ani^y, land to provide for the security of the 
Company's possessions^ let us not obstinately shut our eyes to the 
evidence before us.*' iMmute, lUh Jan» 1779* Ab. I66. Jpp.io 
Sixth Report.) 

Junius. — ** It is time* for those .who really mean the Came md 
thePeopler (ii. 345.) 
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WoodfitU. That Sir Philip was also subject to the 
law of repulsion as well as of attracticm migbft be 
expected, but it forms too prominent a feature in 
Ins character, to be overlooked. Every thing 
that he has written proves it to have constituted the 
ordinary process of his mind: the • traces are dis* 
cemible no less in the minutes which record his 
opinions in India, than in his late paini^et on 
Paper Currency. From the former we shall select 
a few examples, one of which concludes in the words 
of that Letter to Woodfall, wbidi has just been 
quoted. 

^^ I believe no man living wHl seriously attrilKite 
to me the character of a determined and inveterate 
adversary of the British nation. It is l^tt known 
toeveiy man in India, that if Mr. Wheler's advice, 
a»d mine, for these three years past had been re- 
garded, or if our unremitted ^orts had availed any 
thing, this government would not have been in the 
distressing situation to which it is reduced by a se- 
ries of other measures, adopted and pursued in op- 
portion to our sentiments. Btit I hffoe done with 
ccttitrovCTsy *." 

"I shall give the Board no further troubk on 
thb question, nor perhaps on any other. I am too 
seninble that it is giving both them and myself a 
very mekas trouMe f.'* 

* 2d October^ 1780. App. No. 33, Article 2. 
-f 8th September^ 1777* App. No. 72> Artide 2.' 

M 
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''I wUl; oot, my Xx>rdi: add a useless apology to 
the tfpUble.I Ita^ealrewty ^ven yovi. If the coof- 
tmta of :;^sk letiter^ should not justify the length of 
i^ tl .han^ootbing to plf^d^ but the same error of 
jmigmmi whid^ kMUt^(mnlygao&yned tmf cmiuct,> 
nodi ftofiirwhidi no vum has .hitherto suffered dnj^., 

' Q^dtaepemniples will strike the rrader's mind iBUs 
Mreih^d^eci; hut the paasag^ eUuded to from '' Pa* 
pdrrGuntiioy'' iatoomuohin the style and tone of 
Jiuii£ui^'s.£Bal! Letter to Woodikll to he. omitted. 

« 

^' Not long 8^0 an opportunity came of. itsdf^. 
of^ stetiDg sooie: new opinions of my own on the 
subject of a reform of the House of Commons^ to 
9u fiaember of Parliament^ of whose integrity no man 
c^ bis betti^r* afttisfied. than I am;^ I ^taiok the li* 
bertyof ^yjug to hini, — ^ Sir^ do. whateren yoii; 
thmkri^t^ Jov.its own sake, and never look to^por 
pukiity. for support: or reward. Hone&t fittne^wiU) 
foUow you, if you deserve it. Uie veaiy. peafdi 
whom you seroe^ may be turned at avy nument^ 
against youy by a cry or a.sigtml, andtrunyou.diimssi 
for your pains. Your awn hounds, any jkm nmmr 
vugs hAdsm, litfhunt the fmntsnmn a$fthe hard As 
ti^ parliamentiyf^ reforav I^ bavei tried it.enoui^ tbj 
be convinced; thajbit newer^caa- bd^adbpfeed on anj^c 
sound principle, that would at oace<fae sofeinits 
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operation, and effective to its purpose. The people 
are well enough represented. The milk throws up 
the cream. No change in the form will mend the 
materials. I am sure you will find it, as I have 
done, a vain attempt to build Grecian temples with 
brickbats and rubbish.*' P. 47. 

Another peculiarity wherein Sir Philip bears 
an extraordinary affinity to the general idea of 
Junius, is in the circumstance of his connection 
with the sister country. It has been repeatedly 
asserted ever since the first appearance of the Let- 
ters, that the Author " must necessarily have been 
of Irish descent, or Irish education*," and on that 
accotrnt Mr. Burke was the more generally sus- 
pected. While the editor df the last edition of 
Junius gives his opinion against this supposition, 
he acknowledges that it was entertained by those 
** who have critically analyzed the style f," of 
Junius. Whatever may be doubted is unworthy 
of much notice ; but I think that traces of this kind 
are very visible, and it is curious to see how the 
slightest peculiarities are explained by the life of 
Sir Philip Francis. The Memoirs inform us 
that ht " was born in Dublin, on the 22d of Octo- 
b^, 1740, old style;" — that " he received ihe^rst 
elements of his education under Thomas Ball, who 

* Juviu8« i. p. 88. Preliminary Essay. 
t ■ , Ditto. 
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succeeded Dr. Dunkin (names well knowa in Ire- 
land), and who kept a school in Ship Street In 
the b^inmng of 1750, he came to England J" 

Here then we find just that degree of connec- 
tion with Ireland, which was likely to give a slight 
characteristic tinge, but no decided nationality, to 
the expressions of the Author. A youth who ac- 
quired no more than the rudiments of learning in 
his native country, and who quitted it altogether 
when he was ten years oldy however he might over- 
come the habits of his youth, would still fiod it 
difficult to forget entirely the phraseology ,with which 
he was first familiar. In all his compositions, 
Junius laboured excessively to make hb style pure 
and classical, yet rich in English idiom. In «tbis 
he generally succeeded. But in the Miscellaneous 
Letters are still to be found many oversights : that 
they were partly owing to the cause now men- 
tioned, is at least a probable conjecture; and it 
serves in some measure to explain the reason of that 
labcr linuBj which to many persons has appeared so 
much beyond the necessity of the case. — ^In the use 
of the word collegian, he differs so much from the 
custom of the English universities, that he could 
not have received his education there ; and on this 
ground Malone advances one of his arguments 
against concluding Hamilton to be Junius : — 
** Having been educated at the university of Oxford, 
he never would have used the term collegian^ 
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for an acadismic or a gownsman*.'* The word,' 
however, is proper at Dublin, in which university 
Dr. Francis received his education, and took his , 
degree. Sir Phi lip would, therefore, be very likely 
to adopt the expression : it would be first suggested 
to him by the example of his father; and the im- 
pression thus made, not being subsequently effaced 
by his own admission to an English university, it 
would most naturally fell in his way whenever an 
occasion offered. 

Thus the employment of this term does not only 
give rise, among other instances, to the suspicion 
that Junius was a native of Ireland; it also cor- 
roborates the general opinion, that Junius was 
not educated at an English university. This, in- 
deed, he almost acknowledges in one of his Letters 
to Sir W. Draper : — " An academical education has 
given you an unlimited command over the most 
beautifiil figures of speech." And the same inference 
may be drawn from a sentence in one of his Letters 
to Home: — " This may be logic at Candnidge 1[ .^ 
Yet his Letters abound with classical allusions and 
quotations, and he seems in no respect defective in 
scholastic attainments. 

Of a character perfectly similar. Sir Philip 
Francis is an acknowledged scholar, though with- 

*' Parliamentary Logic^ Preface, zxxiii. 
t Junius, ii. 315. Signature, Junius. 
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out having studied at either university. There is in 
fdH hi3 writui^s a frequent and happy reference to.tbe 
G,reek and Roman authors, but especially to the 
latter; and in Horace he has approved himsdf 
a veiy soun^ and ingenious crkic. To the tuition 
of so profound and elegant a scholar as Dr. F&an<- 
. Oi?, may be bribed this familiarity with the worb ] 

Qf the ancients: and the advantages alTqrde^ in 
,this respect, would amply supply, if they did not 
surpass what are usually met with in a coUeg^ 
edi^ation. 

Even in externals the resemblance between §ir 
JPhili^p Francis and Junius is remarkp^bly per- 
ffict. The stafure pi the latter may be ascertained 
irpm. f perusal of his Letter^. It is the custom 
only of tall ipen to attach very commonly the epi- 
thet " little'' to those whom they are inclined to 
;ti:eat with disrespectfuj freedom. We seldom find 
one of a middle size guilty of this ; it too nearly 
concerns himself : if he employs tl^e term, it either 
loses its force, or recoils upon him with An unplea- 
sant effect. The slightest observation will confinn 
the above remark. If then in Junius we see the 
word little assigned to many different indiv^als, 
we may conclude that the person of the writer was 
of an opposite description. Should it appear that 
this is a habit in which he freqiiently indulges ; 
and that some individuals, not much, if any thing, 
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Im^qw ^rComxmn <filandard^ are tinwcBstinguibhed ; 
w$ hh^ judge by ^e aaaie rule,' that Ifee da- 
nomkiator was bimaelC a taller man Iban onft- 
nary. 

To tbis clase Junius most oertainly bdbngs. 
Ilfs liberal aprinldiog of the inglorious attributis 
Bmopg those who had the honour of his notice, tnay 
i^e cioUected from ihe foWawivkg examples. 

'^ I don't so much questkm Mr. Henley's being 
4ble to give good advice, as that other Uttk mm^ 
heio^ either iviltiog or atie to follow it*;" alluding 
jto lioni Bamngtoiv who is again styled* ^ mjf Uttk 

iordir 

Mr; Chamier is scarciefly ever mentioned but tl& 
Ifcfffc Skdmmy—^ tight, active Uttk Jiilaw-'-B, Uttk 
^mbling broker — litfle Waddlewell — Uttk 3 per 
<5ents reduced — a wonderfiil Gtrgt^te-^-^ Uttk 
whiffiing broker, &c. &c j. 

Mr. Ellis is a' Uttk piece of machinery — Uttk 
Wkh—Uttk rmtmikin Ellis ^— " Welbore Elli«, 
WHAT SAT YOU || ?— Speak out GrildHg^y 
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• JuKiTJS, iii. 279. Signature, Tsstis. 
f ». ■■ » ■ . m. 449. Signature, Scotos. 
t , V ' ' — iii. 42d. Signature, Vetbran. 

§ ii. 129. Note by Junius. 

II This curious interrogative occurs in one of Sir Philip's latest 

pdblictttttlt.^-«" AuWLAXkMy WHAT SAY VOU ? Q^4 tis, dulcfssi^ 

me rerum t " {Paper Currency , p, 40.) 

^ ii. 239. Signature, Philo-Junius. 
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This presumptive proof that Junius was hinr- 
self a tall man, receivea strength from the foHowmg 
description of his person, extracted from a ncMe to 
the last Edition of the Letters. 

^* Mr. Jackson, the present respectable proprie- 
tor of the Ipswidi Journal, was at this time in tiie 
employment of the late Mr. Woodfall, and he ob^ 
served to the Editor, in September last, that he 
onccsdw a tall gentieman drened in a l^ht'coatf 
wiih bag and mordj throw into the office door open* 
ing in Ivy Lane, a. Letter of Junius's, which he 
picked up ; and immediatdy f<41owed..1iie beaier of 
it into St. Paul's Church-yard, where he got .mto a 
JuuJmqr coach, and drove off*." This^ ppwbly 
m^t n€t be the Author of the Letters ; bMt the 
anecdote <teserves atta[ition, wioe the figure of, the 
^mtleman agrees with that ictea of his person which 
Juvius has led us to conceive. 

Some persons are inclined to dweU on these 
particulars more than on moral eyidenc&-;^rmam 
aliquam ^guramque qtuerAant. I confess that I 
am inclined to place dependance upon Mr. Jack- 
son's testimony, and should have felt dissatisfied in 
no slight degree, had it not been perfectiy recon* 
cileable with my opinion of the Author. Sir Philip 
Francis resembles, in person, the gentieman seen 
by Mr. Jackson. For the satisfaction of those who 

* JtJKius^ i. 43. Prdiminajy Emy. 
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have never seen Sir Philip, his portrait is prefixed 
to this volume, in confirmation of our statement. 
The original picture, painted by Lonsdale, was co- 
pied by the engraver of the present, in the plate to 
the Monthly Mirror for May, 18,10. 

I know not in what costume Sir Philip usually 
appeared at the time the Letters were written, but 
Irom tiie feshidn of the age, it could not be es- 
sentially different from that which Mr. Jackson 
desmbe^. The colour nmst, of course, be ieicciden- 
tal. 

On the charm^er of Ae portrait we may specu- 
late with greater certainty. Though physiognomy 
is not' always to be depended on, yet when the 
counteiiance seenni; the mirmr of the mind, we ac- 
knowledfK the aeeofdance^^tb pleaaure, and feel 
the force of it on the generd^ question. Let the 
reader endeavour to abstract and recollect the cha^ 
raoteristics of Junius, so as to conceive them visibly 
embodied, and he will not be' able to form a better 
picture in his imagination than the one before him; 
It is & most correct portrait of Sir Philip,; and 
higbly expressiye of Ins countenance and spirit. 
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We have bi|tb^^ kem QccMpied mth tbe 

PmXiV^. Fea»:<:;i8. w4|s Jiwiys* Tbe coui^se of wr 
investigation now leads us to omsider the opinio 
tb^y mutiwUy bi^ w mfVPel iniiKKMiu^is^bjects, 
which thoM^ . wl^iH^^inatp jiA point af proef to tl^ 
IQ^re #:/M$.Qyi4w0P lMi9p«>di8^ is ytt wpiiUe 
of adding gpi^ff Da the fenceof our «rgiiBmt. 

3ut thM]g|i;ifei!pi^£M«i|(i.hafe iteptrte4 froni 
th« jrebtioft )[rf' ptoia^. wdispirtaUe &cts, it will be 
seen tbat nw»y. fiVfih ane to be armed at tbroi^b 
tho mediwi <>f . rooK^ded <o^)ons. Of this I^d is 
the proof which «^e n^m a^mt to the reader^ that 
$ir P^.Ut^F F«AN€is 19^ ''acqiiaiffjled iidtfa £iigliidi 
jlifticatw*/,' m^ dogiiie wfficient fc^ Hie Anthor of 
JuNipis's Letters, timig^ Ukethe latter^ not 4 
lawyer by profesmn ; and what is a more decided 
bond of union between the two, that the sentimaits 
Sir Philip entertained respecting the prqfemm qf 
the faast?, and those who practise it^ were perfectly in 
unison with the declarations of Junius. 

In that fine speech on the murder of Mustapha 
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JCmuy '^ Mr. : F^ajucis, ^ctessing hwoself tp the 
Crown Lawyers, obaeryedy that whereas khad beeQ 
urged by .them that peoal statutes ought to be coq;- 
strued strictly, he fully aasenjbe4 to that proposition^ 
but he insisted th^t the learped gentlemei^ did no): 
adhere to tbeir own .rul^, whea th^ maintain^ 
tlmt the present case dad not |aU within the inl^ 
m^ meaning of the sti^ttite of tl»e $M of Hem^ the 
8th. This Sttatijite sap, ' a// murders wiidiin i^ 
kji^'s c^minions or witiaift • ' not a word of ^tiiEil^ 
subject* W>hat .i^^ ihave the lawy^trs to 'say th«t 
nwe but Bifiti^ s^bjecte wco^ intended;? ;What 
right^ave ^y..tf^.a |)^ti^ cpastpruct^on <^f g^ 
&^T^l w/Qfdft ? Is iM; .the l^iiUcig a fw^ffifsx as ifmk 
a^^i^ii^r a^:any o)h«: ? But j^m ^fii^yi^mv^ 
h^? y^^i^^effi tiwdfgpr tj^, mui^ of.a mpw und«r 
ti^^p. s^ivt^. >Perh«¥\ in .%|; it m^ l^ so. Pert 
baps Ibe ca^ fiever occurred. But does k foUow 
that heaaui^ you may never have had the .san^e ocr 
iCfuapQU wjaich you ha^e now ^ resort to tlm. stfill^t^^ 
}^ou n^y 3^ report ^ it whe^ |:he a^s^ Oc$)ti|3 ? It 
(^u)4 J^. jb .^e 9ati)re of iim^ 1^ a. statjifte^ muc^ 
i|^ common: use. There was aw^ther »t(^u^ of the 
^9tk of the sai^e king aga||[^t pir^y, the words of 
y^ilif^mv§iiP^^4y ithe same wi^ th^ of the 33d« 
Yist jipd^ that of th(9 S8th, W})^^ Towns^ bad 
j^l^ tnq^ at |J!|e Admiralty Sessions cm the Ut 0f 
November^ 1781, jpw the murder of Gerrardo Silr 
Vfistriiip, vmtxsr of a Venetisu^ M»)p, »bwt 70 
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leagdes fitnn Cape St.' Vincent, and stated in tte 
indictment to be in the dominions of Portugal ; and 
for this murder of a foreigner, on the high seas, 
without the king's dominions, the murderer had been 
convicted and executed. He challenged the lawyers 
to state, if th^ could, any dtfierence between the 
two statutes as to the point in question. The At- 
tomejr General had asked, with great gravity, how 
would it be possiUe for him to frftme the indict- 
ment; how could he insert in it diose essential 
wcMrds, ' against tiie peace of our sovereign lord the 
King ?' and this had been insisted on as a grand 
insurmountable difficulty. Unleamed as he was^ he 
wmM undertake to give these learned persons the tn- 
/hnmaion they wanted. First then 1^ informed 
tliem that those words^ thou^ usuial^ were not ne^ 
cessary in an indictment. ^ Had they eoer heard of 
HmoMns' Pleas of the Crown ? He understood it 
was a book of great authority. Would theif Usten 
to Uf would they suffer their leartAng to bend to 
it ? The words of Hawkins are, ' It hath been flrf- 
judged not to be necessary in an indictment of 
death, to alledge that the person killed was in the 
peace of God and of our lord the King, &c. thou^ 
such words are commonly put into indictments; 
for they are not words of substance.' As to the 
clause that the act done was against the peace of the 
King J the same author says that ' there are four 
precedents without it in Coke's Entrfes, two of 
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/tbeoi for diftere^t homicides; and that RastoTs 
PrecedeMSy both of indictmente of felany, and of 
ioferfor offences, do as often omit the words contra 
pacem, as mak^ use of thmn/ " 

" Nevertheless," said Mr. Feancis, " if the 
Attorney General still thinks that the words agmnst 
the peace of the King are indispensable, / take it 
f/fon me to inform him, that thi^y may be made use 
of, not only without violence to, but in the fbirest 
construction of the statute^ Every thing created . 
by that statute for the trial of murders committed 
mthout the king's domii^ops is founded on a l^al 
fiction, a wise, a useful, and a salutary fictiixi of the 
law, for securing the great end of justice ; namely, 
that the crime, though in fact committed on the 
other ^de of the globe, was supposed and taken to 
be committed in some county of^ England. Tliis 
was the direct and avpwed fiction of the law itself: 
but the mcmient it was admitted that the act in 
question was done in a county of England, it fol- 
lowed of course, it was a consequence unavoidable, 
that the crime was against the peace of the King, 
and all the pretended difficulty about framing the 

indictment was annihilated." 

♦ ♦**«* 

^' Mr. Francis concluded with saying, that.as 
to the present case, he had done enough and would 
do no more. If the world should be of opinion 
that th(e cause of public justice is deserted, let it 
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r^st with tile ^ great inquest of tbe nation, wMch 
reftises to inqmre. Let it rest witfi the exeeufive 
govefnment, which refbses to execute the laws. 
Let it rest with the law officers of the crown, who 
are bound, ex officio^ to inform against crimes. 
They who hctoe the power are wsted- mth the trust. 
Their duty- is in^lied m their statioh. They have 
no ri^t to expect that inditiduals should perform 
if for them. Tlie fete of the motion I see is de- 
cided. Nothing is left for me but td lament, as I ' 
do-witii the deepest concern, that if should be in 
the power of so*oer\f'UttleUei»i to get the betfei- oF' 
so many motives of policy, justice, and benevo- 
lence, as belongs to the present question, and have 
been urged in support of it without the shadow of 
a< reply*" 

" In tfee course of this ni^t the? ftouse wOdld 
he«r abundance of legal and technical argument, 
m^e Hketff toperpleji? tkantoenSghten their minds; he' 
thfereftire huii^bly refcomiftend^ io-those gehfletnen, 
who, like Mfnselfy w^e mtldafiied; to asfc thtih- own 
uildeF&td*iding ^hat was reieusonaMe, tty'aifc' thefr 
oWrt tonscience what was justj and Mve it to thk 
Imrned profession to pracey iftUi^tcfMi^ thit^that 
which was neither just nor reasonable^ might never- 
theless be perfectly kgal^!^ 



• Parliamcntarj^Debates, xxvii. 350. 
+ P^liamtotary Debates, xrii. 249. 
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^^ It bdongsialke^ kmiiing of these genilkMen to 
imoohCf and to ihdr prudence not to dmde.'^ 

^^ la the. nmneaf Grod and tommon seme* what 
ham we.g(nBDd bg^ coasuiiing these learned persons ! 
It is^ reall}/! a stmpge thing) but it is certednly true, 
that the learned gentlemen on tiiat side of the 
House, let <lhe subject be vAmX it^may, always be- 
ginj.tbeic sptaeehes with* a panegyric on their own 
integrity. You expect learmngi and th^ygive you 
morals;; jr^ui expect law, and tb^ give yCm ethics; 
yau ask tiiemibr breadi and' they give yOu astone. 
lapointrofihoiioisrfaiidlmGanilily theytare undoubt- 
edly on a level \ftith the rart of Triantmd. But why 
should thef^ipretendtd^moref Why shmld they m- 
mt on taking the lead in morality ? WInf sbmdd 
they so perpetmllyinsist upon th&r mtqgrky ;, as if 
that weve tfa^ ot^tMHi ti? limine; as if that were 
the point in question j as tf that Were^the diotin^ 
guiding, cbaraeteris^, ihe^prtmunent Jeature^ g^ th$^ 
profession.- E^ualtfr^ i» thek\ ri^tc> IvaUoir it 
But that they have iaayjust pretensions to^.a su«« 
perion morality, to apurtf andieboated ptobky\ too* 
ffionh^, plain f miple^cmdidy unrtfined- integrity^ be- 
yond otker men^ is^whatiLattifraotiooiifvinced of^ 

aad^neorer' will admit. ^ 



. • Ji»fiii0.~/« the name qf Gad and the law9^ are.suc^ nflcn.fit to 
govern a great kingdom?" (JuNluitf, iii. 31.) 

In the name of cqmrmni\9mset what nirful pWf|)p»*:wiU 

her fubmiwion answer r* (J»jHP«r-»V' 1«3*) 
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^^ On tmf principles, however, the damage we 
have sufff^ned is not very gieat In attmdkig to 
this learned gentleman we kaoe last fwtking but our 
time; we haoe wasted nothing but our patience. 
The question before us may easily and can only be 
determined by oursdves*." 

From. these extracts it will i^pear that Sir 
P. Frakcis entertained none of that profound 
respect for the opmions of lawyers which in some 
men operates to the eKcluaion of any appral to thmr 
own understandiqgs. How well this indiffi^^nce for 
^fesdional opinions accords with ^ the sentiments 
of •Junius . must be obvious to all wl!^ are ac- 
quainted with hb writings. But we select a few 
examples. 

^f Asapracticd profesdon, the studi/ of the Im 
requires but a moderate portion of abilities. The 
leairm^ (f^ a pleader is usualiy upon a level with his 
imegrky. mmdhcrimmte defence ^^^ 
wrong contracts ike widsrstasiding while it corrupts 
the heart. Subtlety is soon mistaken for wisdom, 
and imf^unity forvirtue^ v If tb^re be any instances 
upon .record, as some there, are undoubtedly, of ge- 
nius and morality united in a lawyer, they are dis- 
tinguished by their singularity, and operate as ex- 
ceptions f." 

^^ I cm no lawyer by prqfessiony nor do Ipre- 

* Parliamentary Debates, xxiii. 431. 

t Junius, ii. 412. Signature, Jtnrius. H 
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tend* to be more deepfy read than eoery EngUshman 
^hmM hem the Urns of his country. If, therefore, 
the principles I maintain are truly constitutional, I 
shall not think myself answered, though I should 
be convicted of a mistake in terms, or of misapply- 
ing the language of the law. / speak to the plain 
wukrstanding of the peopk, and appeal to their ho- 
nesty liberal construction cfme^T 

^^'Tfumgh I use *tht terms of arty do not injure 
me so much as to suspect I cm a laayer. I had as 
lu^be a Scotchman. It is the encouragement given 
to disputes about tides which has supported that 
imquitous profession at the expense of the com- 
munity J." 

To Lord Mansfield he says : '^ Learned as you 
are, and quick in apprehension, few arguments are 
necessary to satisfy you, that you have done that 
which by law you were not warranted to do. Your 
eonscienos already tells you that you have sinned 
against knowledge, and that whatever defence you 
make contradicts yom* own internal conviction. 
But other men are willing to take the law upon trust. 
2%^ rei^ upcfn authority ^ because they are too indo- 
knt to search for information ; or concevoing that 

• SirPaiLtP has die same cast of cxpftssion :^^'*Iam not amerm 
dUHt, nor do Ipreiend to any great skill in mercantile 9Sam, but this 
1 know, &c." {Vide Pari. Ddf. xxxviu. 165.) 

t JuviDS, i. U, Preface. 

t , i. •312, Private Letter to Wilkes. 

N 
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there is some i^/stenf m the laws ^ ikek .wtmtry 
which lawyers are anfy quailed to espkk^, <lfte|r dis^ 
fyrust their judgment^ wid v^ntari^ renemcc the 
right of tanking for themsehes^.'' 

^^ As to IftwyerS) ttoir psofe^spion is suppoftod 
t^ the indiscriminate defen^ of. right and wrongs 
and I confess I have n<^ that opiniod of dNm 
knowledge or mtegnty^ to tbi^ itm^^^^^^f^tlM 
th^, should dedde^for m Vp^i*^ ptw eomtiMkmal 
question:\[.'' , 

Many passages in the LQttqrs <^f JvKiv^ . be- 
sides that wherein he a%ais ^& fac^ {H*OMe .tluM^ he 
was no lawy^ by profession. Among these^ one of 
the most decisive is that in which he rec^ueste the 
a^stance of Wilkes to teU hun whcr^ *^ th^fotmal 
/ggfo/ argument lies :{;." 

As early as December, 1770, it appear that 
he was expecting to receive some assi$tancfe . &of» 
the same quarter : — " Why don't I hear fron 
Quildhall ? If he trifles with me, he shall bear of 
it," And m^ht he not derive, if it was nece^m^y, 
le^al advice through other simi^ajr chaonefo? It 
seems to me that an> error has geoeimtty pmwitod^ 
ii;i'tbe belief that he was so oamplelely shitit outirf 
society, as JuniuSy that he could not ask an opinion 
of ^py one. He corresponded wid^ Wilkes for 

* Junius, ii. 408> signature^ Jujrvus. 

t 9 i- •498, signature PaiLO-Jvirins. 

J ^ I •237. Private Letter 10 Wilkw. - 
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aooie titne by the intervention of a thairman and 
the printer ; and he also received tibrough the ni^ 
didm of Woodfall several other communications. 
At one time a pamphlet wad submitted to his in- 
spection, which from its size may be supposed to 
have been in manuscript : — " That large rofl cwi- 
tained a pamphlet/' And to come nearer to our 
present topic, Junius undoubtedly did receive 
^ofesstonal assistance in his celebrated Letter Xa 
Lord MansfWd ; else wherefore did he desire two 
ftmf9 to be sent him a fortnight before publication? 
When that request was not complied with so soon as 
he expected, he observes, ** Your failing to send me 
tiie proofs, disappoints and distresses me extremely. 
It is not merely to correct the press (thou^ even 
that is of consequence), but for anodier most matt- 
rmlpwrpoge. This will be entirely defeated, if you 
do not let me have the twaproofn on Monday mom- 
***8' * * * ify^ A'wv aity r^ardfor tncy or for the 
causCj let nothing hinder your sending tlie proofs on 
Monday *.'' The editor of the last edition supposes 
that ^ AiKftoi^ had a ^' promise or expectation of 
^gal as^tance from tome friendly quarter," and I 
agree with Mm. — ^Yet this does not prove that 
toQie tfifem one person was directly concerned in the 
Letters. He who could correspond with Wilfces, 
m^ht secretly find means to gain from another the 
legal information which he wanted. 

• JtJKiu», L •'243- Private "Letter to WoodfalL 
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But without entering fuitber into these particiH: 
If^s, we may conclude that on the subject of law. 
and lawyers, the identity between Junius mid Sir 
PHij.iP.is too clear to admit of any difference (tf 
qpinion. That dislike to special-pleading dbtinc- 
tion^,— rto ** the insolence of ofi&ce," — ^and to the 
pretence of an exclusive right in lawyers to deter- 
mine whatever comes within the verge of a 1^^ 
qv^tion^ — that display of a considerable knowledge 
of th^law both in practice and theory, in one who 
is not a lawyer, — and that confidence with which 
e9ch reposes on his own judgment, are features 
which give the character so peculiar an aspect, a$ 
to distinguish it from every other. 

It will terminate this chapter with a quotation 
in j)oint, and still further illm^trate the md^peiid^ 
spirit of Sir Philip Feancis, if we give, from Im 
speech on Mr. Pitt's India Bill, the passage alluded 
to by his biographer, in which he defends himself 
from the attack of Lord Chancellor Thurlpw. 

^^ He had now gone through the second division 
of the bill. Before he proceeded to the third, he 
had an appeal to make to the honour and tp the 
justice of the House. It was. of a nature: so per-, 
sonal, that it would probably , excite their curiosity; 
but it was also connected with the public service. 
It had a natural and a necessary relation to the ge- 
neral object of the present bill, and therefore de- 
served their attention. It concerned jtbe service of 
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the public in future, that the character of men, who, 
had faithfully and honourably discharged the duties 
of a high station, should be protected from re- 
proach. The insults offered to the memory of 
such men, contributed to deter others from following 
their example, — were injurious to the community, — 
and ought to be resented with universal indignation^ 
It was not of himself he spoke; — ^that spirit of pre- 
sumption did not belong to him. He was proud of 
the fortune that connected his name and united his 
labours with those of Clavering and Monson, and 
it was all the distinction he pretended to. When 
he sought to obtain a seat in the House of Com- 
mcmsy it was not merely for the honour of sitting 
there, nor for any delight he took in the debates. 
With respect to India affairs, his first view was, 
not to serve England or the India Company, but, 
the natives of India, if he could. To them he wias 
bound by every obligation of justice, gratitude, and 
compassion. From them he received the salary, 
which gave him a fortune. But, even if the service 
of England had been his only object, this is the 
course he should have taken to pursue it. I will 
not," said Mr. Francis, "appeal to your virtues, 
or suppose that you have any. If you have com- 
mon sense, — if, as interested men, you understahd' 
your own interest, you will treat the creatures sub^' 
ject to your power with lenity and justice. -If 
wealth be your object, you will protect the industry, 
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yon will nurse and cherish the estate, by which you 
ttpeot to jbe enriched. 

^* Hid second reason for obtaining a seat in par- 
liament was to have an opportunity ot explaining 
bia own conduct^ if it ^ould he questioned, or ^^ 
fending it, if it should bQ attacked. The last, and 
not the least urgent reason was, that he might be 
ready to defend the charact^ of his colleagues, not 
^ig^st specific charges, which he was sure woidd 
never be produced, but against the language of 
q^lumny, which endeavoured to asperse, without 
daring to accuse. It was well known that a gross 
and public insuU had been offered to the meixiory 
of General Clavering and Colond Monson, by a 
person of high rank in this country. He W9» 
happy when. he heard that his n$tme was iacludtfd 
iq it with theirs. So highly did he respect the 
cha^ct^r of those men, that he deemed it an honoiir 
to share in the injustice it had suffered. It wm in 
compliance with the forms of the House, and mot 
to shelter himself, or out of tenderness to the 
party, that he forbore to name him. He meant to 
describe him $o exactly, that he could not be mis*- 
tafceq. He declared in his place in a great as- 
sembly, ^nd u} the course of a grave deUberaiMn, 
** that it would have been happy for this country if 
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. 
Francis, had been drowned in their passage to 
L>dia*'^ If this poor and spiteful immrtsve had 



boen uttered by a man of no consequence or repute^ 
by any lights trifling, inconsiderate person, by a 
lord ot the bed-cbamber, for example, or any of the 
otfier silken barons of modern days, he should 
bft?e heiard it with indifference. But when it was 
seriously ui^ged and deliberatdy insisted on by a 
grnre lord of Parliament — ^by a judge — ^by a man 
of ability and eminence in his profession, whose 
personal disposition was serious, who carried grti- 
yity to sternness, and sternness to ferocity, it could 
not be received with indifference, or answered vnth- 
out resentmmt. Such a man would be thought to 
lia?e inquired before he pronounced. From his 
mouth, a reproach was a sentence, an invective was 
a judgment. The accidents of life, and not any^ 
ori^nal distinction that be knew of, had placed 
him too high, and himself at too great a distance 
from him, to admit of any other answer than a 
public defiance, for General Clavering, for Colonel 
Monson, and for himself. This was not a party 
question, nor should it be left to so feeble an advb*- 
cate as he was to support it. The friends and 
fi^ow soldiers of General Clavering and Cokinel 
Monson would assist him in defending their me^ 
mory. He demanded and expected the support of 
every man of honour in that Hous^, . ^nd in the 
kingdom. What character was safe, if slander was 
permitted to attack the reputation of two of the 
most honourable and virtuous men that ever were 
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^nployed, or ever perished in the service of thdr 
country? He knew that the authority of this man 
was not without weight; but he had an infinitely 
higher authority to oppose to it. He had the hap- 
piness of hearing the merits of General Clavering 
and Colonel Monson acknowledged and applauded 
in terms to which he was not at liberty to do more 
than to allude : they were rapid and expressive* 
He must not venture to repeat, lest he should do 
them injustice, or violate the forms of respect^ 
wh^e essentially he owed and f^dt the most. But 
he was sufficiently understood. The generous Beor 
sations that animate the royal mind, were easily 
distiqguished from those which rankled in the heart 
of. that per3on who was supposed to be the keeper 
of the roy^l ccmscience * ." 

These '* observations," we are told, " were 
d^vered in the true spirit of a philippic, and with 
9kjwryr which, considering the relative situation of 
the parties, astonished every body/' Tliey remind 
us of the attacks which Junius made on Lord 
Mai^sfieli), and render perfect one of the most 
remarkable parallels for sentiment and conduct that 
has been produced on any subject. : i 



• Mr^ Francis's Speech, July l6, 1784. 



185 



CHAPTER XII. 



The reader is now desired to mark tibe positive 
agreement between SirPHixip Francis and 
Junius, on the subject of Parliamentary Reform. 

In the first place, consistently with Junius's 
rpoommendation, Sir Philip was very active in 
fooodkig a distinguished comtitvtwnal ckd) ; and 
secondly, Ht^ priim^ks he entertained, and those 
which this club suppcnrted, were the same which 
Junius ib»sted on throughout his Letters. 

. The society of the Friends of the Pecff^ owed 
in great mtesure its ori^ to Sir Philip. Hci 
had the principal share in drawing up its address 
aiid declaration ; and he continued to the last one 
oC its firmest supporters. His own words confirm 
this, in hb vindicaticxi of thai society fixMn the 
misrepresentations of MrJBuiice, who accused the 
Ftiends of the P&^le of uniting with the " Conslfli- 
tiitiG9ial Society" in sii^poH of annual ParHaments 
9^ unmr^ sifffrage. 

^ "We ftuce accused* in viblent terms of uniting 
with parties with whom we have no communication; 
and of supporting principtos, luid abetting factions, 
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which we hace renounced m the strmgeri terms that 
the English language could suggest. I had some 
share in the consttuctim of the declaration and ad- 
dress; and surely I am, or ought to be, a onn- 
petent judge of the true iab^ and .meaning of those 
papers. Unless I have lived to these years without 
understanding my native tongue, I may safely chal- 
lecige the moat acute and maligDant observar to 
point out a single sentence, or even a word, to jrn^ 
tify the atrocious charges brought against us. Ym 
look for. our [»inciples not iii our declaratbns, but 
lA the supposed views and prefects of other mm, 
whose vieivs aod jMrojects, if any such exist, we iM¥e 
expressly renounced and jdisdaiined^ As to the ob- 
ject we avKMv, we may or mmy not succeed m it« 
On that point I am not sanguine : but I- am p^«* 
fuetly sure that they wlio< have recourse to mere ca- 
hrany and: inveetives, hsme not taken Ihe best me-* 
tfaod to de£eat us V 

Whether Junius would h»ve assisted in the 
eilablishnient of sucb a society as that of T^ 
RAends of the Peapie^ we OMty ascertain from the 
^Bttowii]^ observatioB. tin lone of hii^ private Let^ 
tois to Wilkes,: after cesBaiing the vanity and £oHy 
of ^Sk^porteM rf^tke BUf /^ RightSyhe deciives^ 
'^ I am far from meaning to undeirtmlue tlie irMft* 
tUtimqfiheSodetf. Cki the oontMry, I thmk the 
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fi^ was fMtoiFable; 1kik% it has already fciefin of 
si^ml servioe to tim publjkS) and may be of mxifk 
ff^Aief ; and J 4o Wf mrnesfly ^i&hj that you 
W0Hid cqii^i4er &f, a^ promntte a pkm for forming 
coHStitutimal ckibs , all thromgh the kingdom. Ji 
m^^mre (f this kind would alarm gpv&rmne^^ wony 
and be ^more essential sen^ i9 the causey thanas^ 
thing that can bfi done relative f9 new Modelling the 
Hwse qf Cpmnfms. You see tben that my objecn 
tions are directed to ^ particular Hieawre^ iiot to 
tbe geoeral institutipia ^•^ 

The Society of the Frii^K^ of th(e People wius 
npt only jfoiined on the ibimdafeicaEi recomoieiidsd 
Uy JvNiijs, but fi^QiQ hio^ it seaiibs to l^ive deriyied 
ito mme. On the smfegect of disa^nsio^s in the j^l 
of Bights' Societiy, he 4hui» «4d^3as the pubjik^-r 
'f No wan liw^enU «¥Mre sii|ic$r^y.|than I do/ the 
unhappy difierences whidi have Misepi amoiog Ibe 
friends if the p&^k, and 4i«^ided tfoem from ^oaieb 
ojtber/' Thus twenty yevrs b^foriB th^ institmkioo of 
a society unider that t^de, we^nd its die^gnifttioKi in 
the Lettors ; and though it wfks undoubtedly poi^^ 
sijMie iS^t fuy other persoii npi^t tove eoncei/v«Ni * 
^l«r title, or h^e adc^ited it from the jmssige 
here quoted, yet uqdi^ all the ctrcumstaacm^ k 
oartmi^^ 0ontribA»te6 to ideolify Junius with Sir 
Phix^if F^AMCas-^tiie sponsiir mth iAe finoidsr. 

• Juwius, i. 'STQ* Priwite Letter to Wilkes. 
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With regard to the phm of the Society of the 
Friends of the Peo|de, two objects were proposed : 
" First, — To restore the freedom of election, and a 
more equal representation of the people in Parlia- 
ment. Secondly, — To secure to the people a more 
Jirequent exercise of their right of electing their re- 
presentative^/' Whoever was the author of these 
two I /repositions, they are couched in such terms as 
Junius must have approved. When he cjon- 
denvned the resolutions of the Bill of Rights' So- 
ciety, it was for their bulk and stile : — it was because 
tiie Society grasp at the mpossihk and lose the really 
attaifuible; — because, they insist upon **a full and 
£QUAL representation of the people ;'*— while "the 
great condition^ which ought to be the sine qud mm 
of parliamentary qualification, which ought to be 
the basis, as it assuredly will be the only support, of 
every barrier raised in defence of the constitution ; 
Tttiean, ^ a declaration upon oath to shorten th£ 

DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS, is rcduCCd tO the 

fourth rank in the esteem of the Society, and, even 
in that place, far from being insisted on wilii firm- 
ness and vehemence, seems to have been particu- 
larly slighted in the expression, y(M shall endeaoaur 
to restore annua l Parliaments *." 

Whether the objections here urged by Junius 
wcarc recollected by the " Friends of the People*^ — 

. • Juviirs, u ♦«S4.' 
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or whether be was present at . their meeting to re- 
new and enforce them, it i& certaio their declaration 
was drwu)n%^ with a most scnipukus adherence to 
the sentiments contained in this remonstrance; and, 
except that Junius had doubts of the necessity of 
a reform in the actual construction of the House of 
Commons, we may add, in perfect consonance witk 
them. 

But this difference is scarcely essential. The 
resolution demands only ^^ a mare equal representa- 
tion of the people in Parliament ;" and this was not 
objected to by Junius on principle, for he says to 
Wilkes, ^^ That the people are not equally andjiilfy 
r^esented is unquestionable.'' And he recommends 
" I^ord Chatham's project of increasing the number 
of knights of shires " as admirable. ^^ But," he ob- 
serves, ^^ let us take care what we attempt. We 
may demolish the venerable fabric we intend to 
repair, and where is the strength and virtue to 
erect a better in its stead? I should not, for my 
own part, be so much moved at the corrupt and 
odious practices by which inconsiderable men get 
into Parliament; nor even at the want of a perfect 
r^esentatioUf (and certainly nothing can be less 
reconcileable to the theory than the present prac- 
tice of the constitution) if means could be found to 
compel such men to do their duty (in essentials at 
least) when they are in Parliament. Now, Sir, I 
am convinced that, if shortening th^ duration of 
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ParlkanentSy (which in eStct k keeping tiie iiepre- 
sentative under the rod of the ecMastttoent) be not 
made the basis of our new parliaoientary jurispru* 
d&incey oth^ chedffi or ioiprovements signify no- 
thing*" 

It may be questioned whether^ with these pria* 
ciples, Junius would have proposed that Atefr 
maxim of the Friends of the People, " to restore 
the freedom of eleetion, and a mare equal repre- 
seatation of llie pe<^le in Parliament" Not that' 
ht had any doubts as 4)0 the necessity of restoring 
the freedom of election. It is \i^hat be particularly 
lurges upon the people when he sums up his most 
important advice in the dedication of the Letters. 
^^ I cannot doubt that you will unanimously assert 
ihejheedomqfelectimy and vindicate your excludve 
ri^ to choose your representatives f." He usetf^ 
the words which are employed by the Society. But 
as he says nothing at the same time of a mare 
eifoal r^yreseniatimy' and as he told Wilkes that he 
entertained doubts md apprehensions on the subject, 
it may justly be ima^ned that the Society and 
JUNIUS were not quite agreed on tfie latter poiht; 
and, consequently, that if Sir PhiIip Francis 
drew up this declaration of the Society, he differs a 
liWle in principle from Junius. — To answer tto 
objection, we must have recourse to the conduct 

* JuviYif^ i. •286. t Junius, i. 4. 
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ahdiopniou' of Sif Phiup F&an^s at Msfint 
entraeoce into Parliaa)eat> 'fibm which it will most 
satisfactorily appear, that he not only once held the 
^entimmtt which have been i^wii to be Assessed 
by JuNitiS, but that he even made a public retroc- 
iatum of them more than a year before the Society 
oi* the Friends of the People was instituted. This 
remarkable proof that Junius and Sir Philip 
Francis are the same, is obtained asr follows. 

Sk PhijuIp in hi^ speech on the 80th of Aprfl^ 
ITPSI, says, that he had twice Voted igainst different 
plans of reform proposed by Mr. Pitt*. To vote 

» 

* Mr. Pitt 8aid>«»«« It wu liia iBteiltiM tostibmit to the House to 
provide, that the memben of a certain nrnnber of decayed boroughs 
diould be distributed among the counties. He would take the criterion, 
hf -which he should judge what bMOughs were decayed; Itooi the 
awuahcr of houses^ and tins was a mode of judgment wfaidi was net 
liai>le to enror, and which he oonc^ed to be perfectly oonsisteikt 
with the original principle of rtspretienftation. He should proposes 
^MtiMseflsembm should he added to ^e coundca^ be^^u^ wHIi 
^lose that stood in the gusatest need of addition. Such a reform as 
diis was in its nature limited ; for if onoe ibA standard for the lowest 
eonnty was -fixed, the proportion for dl must be the same, and it 
would be hnpoasible to add more for any one county tiiait the rest 
}n this view of the husinessy he imagined the House wedM agree wi& 
hioain thinkngy that there were about thkty-sfat boiooghs so decayed 
a» to come within the scheme of such an operation. Seventy^wo 
wtmU^ therafore, be die number of members td be added to the cctao^ 
t&i^ ift snoh piopoTtian as the wisdom of PStottunent j^igSHt ^Hmc^ 
aad thb number it was his intention to prdpose shetdd be fixed and 
unalteiable. The operation must be giadiia)> as he intended that the 
boroughs ahoudd be disftanchised on thek own Tolmitary applicMion 
to Parliament. Gentlemen must be awaie that a vdluntiiry apf^ica-' 
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j^^st a reform bUl of any kind is a sii^ular fcait in 
tbe conduct of so zealous ail advocate for the im- 



tioii to Parliament was not to be expected without an adequate co»- 
sideration being giren to the boroughs; and hje trusted that gentle- 
men would not start at the idea of such a consideration being 
provided for. A reform could only be brought about by two means : 
.•-«-byan ad qf powtr, or by Ian adequate cofutdbvi^tofi which might 
induce bodies or individuals to part with rights which they co|i- 
sidered as a species of valuable inheritance, or of personal property. 
To reform by violence he, and he was sennble many others,' had aii 
insimnountaUe objection \ but he considered a reform in the repi^ 
sentation of the people an object of such value and importance, that 
he did not hesitate in his own mind to propose and to recommend to 
the House the establishment (rf* a fund for the purpose of purchasing 
the franchise of such borou^s as might be induced to accept of it 
under the circumstances which he had mentioned. 

" The second part of his plan was to provide, thdt after the ftdl 

and final operation of the first proposition, that is, after the extinction 

«f thii^F^ boroi]^, and the tmnsference of their members to the 

iPODnty representation, if there still should remain any boroi^ ao 

small and so decayed as to fall within the size to be fixed on by 

Parliament, that such borough should still have it in its power to 

Hirwnder its franchise on ui adequate connderation, and that .die 

right of sending the members to Parliament should he Jrun^tBrred. ia 

such papulous and flourishing towns as might desire to enjoy the 

ri^5 and that this rule should remain good, and operate in all 

fiiture time, and be applied to such, boroughs as in /liK .fluctuating 

st^. of a manufacturing and commemal kingdom m^ Mi >ntd 

dewy in one part of the country, and rise into condition in another. 

These propositions taken together, comprehended what he conceived 

to be a final and ipomplete system, and whidi would ease the mindt 

of .gentlemen with respect to any future scheme of refolrm being a^ 

tempted or being necessary." {Speech, April 18, 1785. Fide ParL 

Ded, xviii. 51.)—On May 7, 1783, he made his first motion on this 

si^ject: it was in princ^)le, though not in extent, the same. {Fide 

nWs Speeches, i. 51.) 
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prorement of the representative system : but to op- 
pose a motion in which Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, 
J^fer. Whitbread, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Sawbridge, and 
many other of his political friends concurred, ex- 
hibits a fixed and peculiar principle of action, for 
the cause of which we must look to the bill itself; 
and tliere we discover that it could only proceed, 
fkstj from the proposed disfranchisement of certain 
boroughs hy bn act of power or the offer of an 
adequate cansideraium ; and secondly, from giving 
certain large towns the right of sending represen- 
y, tatioes. 

What Junius thought of disfranchising rotten 
boroughs by an act of power ^ may be seen in the 
observations he made to Wilkes on that subject. 

** As to cutting away the rotten boroughs, I am as 
much offended as any man at seeing so many of 
them under the direct influence of the crown, or at 
the disposal of private persons ; yet I own I have 
both doubts and apprehensions in regard to the re- 
medy you propose. I shall be charged, perhaps, 
with an unusual want of. political intrepidity, when 
I honestly confess to you, that I am startled at the 
idea of so extensive an amputation. In the first 
p4ace, I question the power, dejure^ of the legislature 
to disfranchise a numbeT of boroughs upon the general 
ground of improving the eonstitution. There cannot 
t be a doctrine more fatal to the liberty and property 

we are contending for, than that which confounds 

o 
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the idea of a wpreme anii aa arkitn^ legbl^mpy. 
I need not point out to you the fat^l puqxMes. tfi 
which it hns been and may be applied. If we we 
sipicere in the political creed we profess, there^ qt€ 
mamf things which we ought to affirm cannot be dom 
b^ Kingy Lords, and Commons. Among these I 
reckon the diffranchismg a botmgh with a general 
view to impracement. I consider it as equivalent to 
robbing the parties concerned qf^ their fre^hold^ oj 
their birth-bright. I say, that although this birth- 
right may be forfeited, or the exerci^ of it suspend- 
ed in particular cases, it cannot be taken awa^ h^ a 
GENERAL laAwfor any real or pretended purpose qf 
improving the constitution. 1 believe there is no 
POWER in this country to make such a law*." 

His language upon this head is certaixdy express 
enough. — Of the manner in which he would have 
treated the offer of an ^^ adeqifote considerflfiqn" 
we may form an idea irom the fpUowipg p^^sa^* 

" They [the people] are now to determine , fof 
themselves, whether they will firmly aqd consti* 
tutionally assert their rights, or piake an humbl^t 
slavish surrender of them at the feet of die ministry. 
To a generous mind there cannot be a doubt. fFe 
awe it to our ancestors to pre^rye entke those 
irights, which they have delivf^eii tp our qure : !we 
owe it to our posteritgy not to i^uffejf their dear€»|i .jo^ 

* Junius, i. *S;88. 
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hmtance to be destroyed^ But if it were possible 
for us to be insensible of th^e sacred claims^ the«e 
is yet an obligation binding upon oursdives, from 
which nothing can. acquit us ; a personal interest^ 
which we cannot surrender. To alienate even our 
own rights, would be a crime as much more enor- 
mous than sukidey as a life of civil security and 
freedom is superior to a bare existence; and if 
life be the bounty of Heaven, we scornfully reject 
the noblest part of the gift, if we^ consent to sur* 
render that certain rule of living, without which, the 
condition of human nature is not only miserable, 
but contemptible*." 

The third principle of Mr. Pitt's Reform Bill, 
was to grant to certain large towns the right of 
sending representatives. On this point, Junius 
is as explicit as can be wished. 

" I would m^^ says he, ^^ gwe representatives 
to those great trading towns which have rume at pre- 
seni. If the merchant and the manufacturer must 
be really represented, let them become freeholders 
by their industry, and let tlie representation of the 
county be increased. You will find the interrup- 
tion of business in those towns, by the triennial 
riot and cabals of an election, too dear a price for 
the nugatory" privilege of sending members to par- 
-liamentf." 

* Junius, i. 223. 

f ■ . i. • 290. Private Letter to Wilkes. 
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Had JuKius been a member of the House 
of Commons at the time Mr. Pitt's plan of reform 
was introduced, to be consistent with himself he 
must, like Sir Philip Francis, have voted 
against it. Had he afterwards intended to pursue 
a different course, it would be incumbent on him 
to retract his former opinions, and to state, pub- 
licly, . the reasons which produced so great an alter- 
ation in his conduct. In these respects, Junius 
himself could not have acted in a more correct or 
candid manner, than Sir Philip appears to have 
done, from his speech on Mr. Grey's motion for 
a reform. 

Mr. Francis said : — " Sir, we are called upon 
for protests and declarations. I hope the House will 
indulge me with one minute of their attention, to 
receive mine among the rest, and the rather, as I 
hoot something to retract^ as well as something to 
declare. Sir,.! never can bend my mind before 
any human superiority, so much as to admit that 
any man in this country, let his rank and fortune, 
let his family and connections be what they may, 
can have a dearer pledge, a more heart-felt interest 
than I have, in the prosperity and happiness, in 
the peace and good government of the kingdom. 
I said I had a retractation to make. To perse- 
vere firmly in a system or opinion once adopted, is 
a good presumptive proof of sincerity ; but there 
may still be a better. It is possible to profess, but 
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hardly possible to retract an opinion, from any 
motive but conviction. To give your retractation itfe 
chenracter of sincerity, it must be honourably de'»- 
tjared, it must be publicly and deliberately avowed, 
.with the reasons that belong to it. One would 
■think. Sir, from the way in which the idea of a par*- 
liamentary reform has been treated, that the thing 
had never been thought of ; that the name of it had 
never been mentioned in this House ; that it ap^ 
peared now, for the first time, a perfect and abso^ 
lute novelty in the min<ls of men. Yet since I 
have sat in parliament, it has happened to me 
twice to give my vote against different plans (f r^ 
jxjfrm introduced bg that right honourable gentleman^ 
who now treats the very idea of reform of any kind, 
not only as too criminal and extravagant to be en- 
couraged by any rational mind, but as if, in fact, it 
had never occurred to his own. The part I took 
oa those occasions, was rather negative than affir- 
mative. I was guided by tfie natural influence of 
respectable authority ; by plausibilities and doubts) 
by possibilities and apprehensions ; but above all, I 
myself doubted, and therefore I stood still. I re- 
frained from action, as all men ought to do, who 
are hot sure they are acting right. My present 
opinion is positive, and for that reason is a proper 
ground of action. It hus been taught me by re* 
flection, and inculcated on my mind by the best of 
all instructors^ myrnvn experience. It is the view 
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and contemplation of doctrme and prindples in^- 
troduced from day to day, and of transactions' ia 
the last and present parliament which hscte rem&o^ 
my doubts of the necessity of a reform in the octM 
construction of the House of Commom ; doctrines^ 
new and dangerous ; principles, false and destrucr 
tive ; transactions, ruinous and disgraceful ; att 
which I saw encouraged and propagated, instead of 
beii^ condemned, as they ought to be. My oi»nion 
has been deliberately formed on the evidence of 
fects and my own observation^ and never sludl y^ld 
to clamour or to numbers, or to any other influenee 
but that of conviction *." 

Were it not for this express renunciation of a 
previous opinion, it might be said that Sir Philip 
Franqis never entertained any doubts of the neces- 
mty of a rtform in the actual comtructvon rf the 
House of Commons^ and consequently that there 
was some difference on this subject betweeil his 
sentiments land those of Jv^jjfSj who certainly had 
his doubts. Fortutiately, however, for our present 
f)urpose4 the opposition which Sir Philip states 
himdelf to have made to Mr. Pitt!s motion, proves 
not only that at a former period he thought some* 
what differently from what he did at that time» 
but also that the principles which he fonnarly 
acted upon, being directly contrary to those of Mr. 

> 

* Parliamentary Debate^ xauciL 495. 
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fiHt, were, of necessity, j^recisely siniikur to those 
wbich VFferte m&mtained by Jumus, 

"^^Blit this alteration iti his se^timetfts did not 
tske fi^ck uBtil he hmi ^M in ParUmmnt^ and had 
^a» like necessity ^ a reform m itsi actual construe- 
tim. Even then it was confined to a more equal 
vepresmiA^on of the people, withoirt any bias to- 
wards^ wtiM'sal representation. 

H&w firmly Sir PferiiP was attached to the 
trietti^ ^y^tife^, wAy be^seen in his etnphatii^ re<^ 
prob^oti of cBimud FkirWmmts^ which, with the 
doctriti^ Srf universal siifi^ge, he *^ tendunced in tfie 
^rbr^est terms that the ErigU^k language caald sug^ 
gest:'' Equtedly decided! was^ the prfeference which 
Jt^^rus gave to the tfi&fii^ over the annual plan. 
" WhencMei^ the qiieition shall be seriously agitated^ 
I will endeavour (and if I live Will assuredly at- 
tempt it) to convince the English nation, by arga- 
maits to my understanding unanswerable, that they 
ought to insist upon a iriennialy and banish the idea 
of an anmial Parliament*.^' — ^Thus, even on that 
very peculiar opinion which ^ has formed a stum- 
bling-block to many conjectures, and especially to 
the one which sets up Burke for Junius, the affinity 
between the latter and Sir Philip Francis is 
quite perfect. 

But not to exclude any friend to reform by too 
strict a declaration of his own sentiments, the arti- 

♦ JuKIU«, i. *284. 
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des in which Sir Philip took a princy^I share 
were drawn up. in general termSf viz. to a^ure^a 
mare freguent exercise of the right of election.. 
And here we perceive agaia the hand of Junius. — 
^* I would advise, that this, part of the declaration 
be expressed in general teriQS ; viz. to skyrten, the 
duratim of Parliaments; This mediating expedient 
will, for the present, take in hoth ,cpimom [tmmsail 
and trienmoTi^ and leave pp^ the quantum ^ time 
to a future discussion." Can a,ny parallel faie.iiioie 
ccanplete ? The subjeqt , eipbraces many : minoi: 
poipts of doctrine ; numbei^ differ on the genaEaL 
view; scarcely any two persQ^ think .ali|ce in the 
detail ; , and one of thos^ b^<Pire us chapged iK^h 
his principles and practice ; ^ yet in every npiQule, 
panplqular, whether action or opinion be r^g¥in|^ 
h^ i$; prpved to posses^ the idmlk^ m\o^ of 
Junius/ . ..'•... ^ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Ajttbr so complete an^.texpteitbn as the pi^ecedh^ 
chaj^r ccmtains of the political opinicnis of. Sir 
Bhilzp Francis, it may be thought that thb 
portion of our subject might have been: safely 1^ 
witiiojut further comment or illustratk)n. But w. 
Sir Philip has dedajred his omi sentioieats on a. 
few other special' pcants, which' at once bring htm 
in contact with the Letters, we shall prefer notidng 
ti^ese, before we prooeied to illustrate our subject by 
other resemblances. 

As it is perhaps the most important topic ia 
reigpird to=c^(Comparis<»i with Jusrius, our first quo- 
tation from Sir Philip Erancis will contain his 
opinic^. of the right of Gi^eat Britain to^ tax; Ame- 
rica. .,Xhe, question, of course, could not come 
before?; him in the way of direct discussion, but it 
received due consideration in his. speech, April 11, 
1796, for improving the situation of slaves in the 
colonies. He was opposed, as he states it, on the 
ground, that ^^ the Parliament of Great Britain 
have no right to leg^late for the 'West India 
islands, particularly if any act of tha.t power shoidd 



S08 JUNIUS mENTIIISD. 

involve the effea of taratum^ though the produce 
or the effect should operate solely where it was cre- 
ated^ and no way to the benefit of Great Britain." 
Sir Philip argues to the contrary of this doctrine ; 
and conceiving the case of America would be ap- 
pealed to, endeavours to obviate any objections that 
might be drawn from her example. His introduc- 
t<ny words are perfectly acoerdant mth tiie <Aia- 
racter of JuNiys. ; . , .. 

'' This part of tiie question <ts not^cwito iifev 
What I know of it is deriwd nbtonlyflNiitt'Sttidjf 
and reflection, as deep as I am<oapable ofgrnogixi 
any subject, but from the wisdom of "git^t men 
whom I have knowi^/4URd Irom; the e^paience tyf 
events which have happened ^thin my owii time. 
Though loo young to take ^art, I was oldenm^h to 
obseroey and / had access to some of the greatest 
sources of instruction. Ho# far I may hi^e been 
able to avail myself of these advantages must bede** 
termined by otliers. The pomevy wMcb I meto to 
resort toi, for carrymg tiiisr plan into effect, is tiiat 
of the British Parliament over ihe colonies of 
Great Britain. No man is feirly at issue With me, 
who does not distinctly deny that power. Is tlier&v 
a statesman in this House, is there an individual of 
any rank or consideration here, who will take it 
upon himself, directly and plainly, to maintain that 
denial, or in other words to affirm, that in no case 
whatever has the British Parliament a right to 
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mdce laws to bind the Brkbh colonies? I cannoi 
bdieve . it But if tiiere be^ kt him come forward 
and degkre himself. On that question, inconsider* 
able as I am, and bold as it may appear^ I am 
ready to meet him in froot, to shew that he knows 
xudtMng of the piineiples of legislation, x>i the policy 
<xf statesy or of the duties of government, and to 
mabe Um, for his ignorance at least, the scorn and 
cmitempt of mankind, if he admits that cases may 
possibly exist, in which the power may be neces- 
sary, and the right undisputed, I then shall have 
nothing to prove, but tbat this is eminently a case 
in point, in which the application of the nnques^ 
tionaUe power of Parlkment must be resorted to, 
becaiise no otiler pow^r on ea^ th is equal td the 
purpose. I am as ready as any man to allow, oi^ 
to Contend, if it were necessary, tiiat the transcend- 
ant power' of Parliament to make laws for every 
part of the British empire, where it has not been 
formally relinquished, is not, in prudence, to be 
used on ordinary ocbasions> when the subordinate 
powers of legislation can act with equal effect in 
their several departments. It is a ri^t reserved 
for great emergencies. To say that it ought to be 
so reserved, is to acknowledge that it exists. With- 
oui eoident necessiiy, I would neither urge the ca^, 
nor agitate the right. , Occasions vary, and pru- 
denoe must be consulted. But rights are not given 
to lie dormant for evw. They have relative dwiea 
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attMfaed to them. According to the occcummhi, tte 
right is to be exercised, and the duty to be p«rf<Hiiied<r 
NecestHty alone, if the thing must be done, and if 
there be no alternative, conveys a right, or standi^ 
in the place of it, to act for the general wdfare or 
for the public safety* I shall shew you hereafter 
hpw little is to be e^qpected, on this subject, from 
the pOiwer, even if it concurred with the dispositkm, 
of the colonial ass^xd^lies ;. and.thfUt, by their 
means, a real and effective altemtion id. the ccmdi^ 
tion of the negroes can never be accomplished* 
But I have first another argument to maintain, and 
better ground to stimd on. In a former debate, 
the example of America was held out to deter us 
from acts which might alienate the West India 
islands, and drive them to look elsewhere for pro« 
tectiou, if not to resistance. At that time, nothing 
was in question but the abolition of the slave trade. 
This night you may be sure of hearing the same 
argument repeated, or rather of seeing the same 
weapon uplifted to awe your deliberations. Let die 
question be what it may, they are equally ready 
with it. If the West India islands would not sub- 
mit to abolition, how will they endure the interposi- 
tion of the legislature in any thing that touches 
their internal government ? Such is the language .of 
Englishmen, sitting among us, to the legblati?e 
authority of their country. Let us see with what 
reason they resort to the es^ample of America. I 
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mt as ready to appeal to it as IJiey are. / kno^^ 
where that fatal guesiim originated. No part of the 
argument 9 which dioid&i this country on the merits of 
the Stamp Acty or of the events which followed it, 
has escaped me. With all those transactions in 
my view, I declare now, on Ae principles, and i<i 
tiie language of Lord Chatham, that I rejoice 
THAT America resisted. If this be a conces- 
sion, these gentlemen are welcome to it. I do not 
believe it will avail them. I rejoice that America 
resisted with success, because it was a triumph of 
unquestionable right ov^ outrageous wTong, of 
courage and virtue over tyranny and force ; — be- 
ew$e tlie i^sue of that contest has provided a 
i^ge and ld% us an asylum, when existence in 
Europe, perhaps even in England, can no longer be 
endured. The nations, crushed by taxes for the 
support of powers that oppress, or of wars that de- 
stroy them, have still the consolation of knowing 
that peace, and freedom, and plenty, are to be 
found in America, and that there is still a country 
in the world, where every man enjoys in security 
the fruits of his industry, and the produce of his 
labour. Who is there who can pronounce with 
certainty, that a period is not approaching when 
no other refuge may be left us ? — On what ground 
did the Americans first dispute the general le- 
^lative authority of the mother country.^ Did 
they assert that a British Parliament had no right 
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to bind or. to re^date a British colony by ks'kws, 
in any cote whatsoeoer? Did they ever main t mn a 
proposition so absurd and so monstroas, as that 
protection gave no claim to obedience ; that lliose 
duties were not reciprocal ; that a nation, m6 tutddy 
owed no submission to the tutelary power by which 
it was protected ; that the ward owed nothing to tlie 
guardian, the pupil to the tutor, the child to die 
parent; — that such offices were merely nominal, 
and gave no right to act even for the batefit of the 
pretended objects of their care ? No, Sir, America 
had too much wisdom for herself, as well as too 
hearty an attachment to England, to hold sudi 
foolish language, or to maintain such dangerous 
doctrines. See how she has lately acted to some 
refhictory dependencies of her ovra. The moment 
such principles prevail, there is an end of all unity 
of government in the world. In an extended em- 
pire, every distant province may set up for itself. 
Every one of your islands may be an independent 
state. If I aimed at their destruction, they should 
have my consent to be so. You would soon see 
them at your feet with supplication to you to re-' 
sume your station, and never to relinquish your 
authority over them. That authority was not dis- 
puted by America, until it was extended to pur- 
poses unconnected with general regulation, and 
exercised on principles, which, if once they were 
admitted, left no security to the Americans for any 



.tb^g th^ pe^8ec^. The claim which they re- 
dipted, was tb^t of direct taxs^tion by a House of 
Commons in which th^y tvere not represented. 
They asserted truly, that taxation and representa* 
tion were inseparalde ; — that the right grew from 
the fact, and could npt exist without it. In {private 
life, the giiardian r^ulat^s the coi^duct, and even 
di^pc^s of the property of tb§ pupil, for his main- 
tenance, ioc his s^^vipe, or for hii^ editcatiQiL But 
it; dqes pot follow, tjhat he may take my part of it 
for his own u^ or hepefit. The first inay be a 
duty, the second wquld be a robbery* The pio^ 
tecting power has a cla^ijai tp obedieoee, not to 
money* * *. 

^^ The folly ai^d injuistice of this country, by 
persisting in a claim ^f right y which never couid 
have been effecttuUfy ejsercisedy and which at last 
was relinquished, drove the Americans to the ne? 
cessity of asserting much more than their original 
pretensions amounted to. They began with peti- 
^tion and remonstrance; — they a^pi^aled to. the 
sircH'd, and established their deptin^d independence 
long before its natural and inevitable period, befiK'e 
they themselves h£|.d foreseen or desired it In the 
folpess of time, and in the maturity of thcar state, 
separation and independence must have been the 
lot of America. The Herculean infant would ne- 
cessarily have burst its cradle, and brokai loose from 
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its leading strings : but then the union "with the t^o 
countries would have continued unimpaired. The 
mutual relations of kindness and friendship would 
not have been dissolved *." 

The sentiments of Junius on this great ques- 
timi are precisely similar to those of Sir Philip 
Francis. He listens without the smaUest degree 
^ cotwktiGn or assent "when Lord Chatham af- 
firms, that the authority of the British legislature is 
fiat supreme aver the cohmes, in the same sense in 
which it is supreme over Great Britain f." — " He 
considers the right of taxing the colonies, by an act 
of the British legislature, as a speculative right 
merely i never to be exerted^ nor ever to be remmnced. 
To Aif judgment it appears plain, * That the gene- 
ral reasoning which were . employed against tiiat 
power, went directly to our whole legislative r^ht, 
and that one part of it could not be yielded without 
a virtual surrender of all the rest J." 

$ 

1 

An admirer of Lord Chatham, and in pinciple 
a thorough anti-gallican, Junius would naturally 
Imve expressed the opinions contained in the follow- 
ing extract from Sir P. Francis. 

" It has been the deliberate policy, not the pas- 

* Speech^ April 11, 1796. Fide Proceedings on the Slave Trude, 
p. 55« 

t Svvivs, ii. 350 X Junius, ii. 393. 
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sion, of England^ in all times but those of the 
House of Stuart, to prefer the friendship, of any 
distant nation to that of France * * *. But now, 
it seems^ we are arrived at a new enli^tened era of 
€^ectioa for our neighbours, and of liberality to our 
enemies, of which our uninstructed ancestors had 
no conception. The pomp of modem eloquence is 
employed to blast even the triumphs of Lord Chat- 
ham's administration. The polemic laurels of the 
father, must yield to the pacific myrtles which shar 
daw the forehead of the son. Sir, the first and 
most prominent feature in the political character of 
Lord Chatham, was anti-gallican. His glory is 
founded on the resistance he made to the united 
power of the House of Bourbon. The present 
minister has taken the opposite road to hme ; and 
France, the object of every hostile principle in the 
policy of Lord Chatham, is the gens amcissima of 
hb son." 

^^ My serious opinion is, that the nearer the 
two nations are drawn into contact, and the more 
successfiilly they are invited to mingle and blend 
with' one another, in the same proportion the re- 
maining morals, principles, and vigour of the na- 
tional English mind will be enervated and corrupted. 
We shall be civilised out of our virtues, and po- 
lished out of our character. He, whose ultimate 
purpose is to enslave a free people, always begins 
by endeavouring to corrupt them ; and whether it 

p 
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be bis purpose or not, the road he follows can lead 
to no other object *.'' 

The next paragraph, while it vindicates the prin- 
ciple, will remind the reader of the attack made by 
Junius on Lord Mansfield* Sir Philip observes, 
^^ That a judge has no right to carry along with 
him the respect due to his proper station, when he 
descends to any other. I will not challenge him, 
as long as he maintains the post at which the con- 
stitution placed him: But if he accepts of another 
<^ce, if he takes upon him to Jind the facts, if he 
condescends to be a juryman^ he must accept of that 
office with all its conditions. He has no claim to 
the privilege of. a judge, while, he does that which 
no judge in this kingdom ever did before f*" 

." Your profest object is to create an impartial 
tribunal. The formation of a jury is so contrived, 
that it is scarcely possible it should not be impartiaL 
Then why abandon the forms established for the 
choke of ajtm/X?'' 

Junius says. — " If juries are fallible, to what 
other tribunal shall we appeal? If juries cannot 
safely be trusted, shall we unitt the oj^ of judge 
andjurjf^ so wisely divided by the constitution, and 
truftt implicitly to Lord Mansfidd § ? " 

"' • Speech, istli February, 1787, against the Commercial Treaty, 
t Ibid. 

X Speech, iClarch 7, 1786. 
§ Junius, i. •37g. 
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In his speech, July 16, 1784, on Mr. Pitt's 
India bill, Sir Philip Francis gives an opinion 
in which Junius notoriously concurs. 

" The decision of the question upon the West- 
minster election, however it might be turned, or in 
whatever colours it might be dressed, carried you 
finally and inevitably to this conclusion : — ^that the 
people of Great Britain might be governed by laws 
to which they had not consented, and might be 
taxed by a House of Commons in which they were 
not represented. If this was the fact of Westmin- 
ster to-day, why not of London to-morrow, — of 
Middlesex the next? On the face of the prece- 
dent he saw nothing to confine it." 

" He confessed too, that there appeared to him 
in this business something more injurious and more 
afl^ting, than barely the injury that was done. 
He could not but compare the stroke that was 
giv^), with the hand from which it came. That 
the resentment excited by an injury, had a natural 
and necessary relation to the power or the person 
who did it. If he were a declared enemy, we were 
not disappointed at any instances of his enmity. 
We expected nothing but hostility from him, and it 
was our own fault if he took us by surprise. We 
ought to be constantly upon our guard against him. 
But if, on the contrary, he were a professed friend, 
a loudly professing friend ; if, for example, th^ very 
hand, in which zve were told that the people themselves 

p2 
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hctoe placed the stvord, was lifted ageunst them ; if 
the power employed for their destruction was dervoed 
from their canfida^icej the common feelings of en- 
mity would then be exasperated by the deepest and 
bitterest sensations of resentment. With this sense 
he believed that the whole business of the West- 
ipinster scrutiny had been received and felt by the 
nation at large *." 

Junius. — " That the principle on which the 
Middlesex election was determined, is more per- 
nicious in its effects, than either the levying of ship- 
money, by Charles the First, or the suspending pow- 
er assumed by his son, will hardly be disputed by 
any man who understands or wishes well to the 
English constitution. It is not an act of open vio- 
lence done hy (the king, or any direct and palpable 
breach of the laws attempted by his minister, that can 
ever endanger the liberties of this country. Against 
such a king or minister the people would immedi-* 
ately take the alarm, and all parties unite to oppose 
him. The laws may be grossly violated in parti- 
cular instances, without any direct attack upon the 
whole system. Facts of that kind stand alone; they 
are attributed to necessity, not defended upon prin* 
ciple. We can never be really in danger, until ike 
forms of Parliament are made me of to destroy the 
wbstance of our civil and political liberties ;— until 
Pai liament itself betrays its trust, by contributing to 

• Speech, March 9, J785. 
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establish oew principles of goveranient, and employ^ 
kig the very weapons committed to it by the collective 
body J to itab the constitution *." 

The following extract from a speech of Sir 
Philip Francis, bears a close resemblance to 
Junius. . 

^^ I well knowi Sir, that at sight of any great 
distress or mismanagement, or abuse in public af- 
fairs, the first idea that is apt to present itself to the 
mind, is that of creating a dictator. When I say 
that this is the first idea that presents ititelf, I mean 
that it is not the result of experience «and reflectiiDn. 
I will not argue upon the wisdom of such an insti- 
tution in a political system very different from ours: 
An arbitrary monarch, or a repuUtc,^ may perhaps 
delegate all their power, for a limited time, to one 
person, with safety and ejQTect The dictator had 
pcxwer of life and death: and I will not undertake 
to deny, though I am far from meaning to admit, 
that a remedy of such violence, if it did not kill, 
might possibly cure. But remedies of this dan- 
gerous vigour are incompatible with our consti- 
tution t." 

Junius. — " The bravest and freest nations have 
sometimes submitted to a temporary surrender ef 
their liberties, in order to establish them for ever; 

* . Juirivt^ ii. 1 16. t Ftoliamentaiy Delwtcs, xix. 380. 
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At a crisis of public calamity or danger, tbe pru-» 
dence of the state placed a confidence in the virtue 
of some distinguished citizen, and gave him power 
sufficient to preserve or to oppress his country. 
Such was the Roman dictator ; and while his office 
was confined to a short period, and only applied as 
a remedy to the disasters of an unsuccessful war, it 
was usually attended with the most important ad- 
vantages, and left no dangerous piecedent behind *." 

Of that valuable institution, the trial by jury^ 
Sir Philip speaks in the style and spirit of 
Junius, in the following passage. 

" With respect to all that part of the law 
which creates an inquisition, which compels the 
subjects of Great Britain to answer interrogatories 
on oath, which endeavours to corrupt the virtues of 
{xivate life, by promising to make men rich if they 
turn traitors and informers, and which deprives the 
subjects of this kingdom of theur great chartered 
right, of their common-law right, and of their mi- 
alienable birthright, a trial by their peers, my inten- 
tion is to tear it out of the statute book. / would 

* 

erase it if I could from the memmy of mankind '[J'' 

Again : — " He never would admit that the 
King, L(yrds, and Commons, had a right to take 
the trial by jury out of the English constitution J/ 

* Jnvius, ii. 451. 

t Speech, March 7, 17S0. } F^rliamentaiy Debates, xix. ^ 
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Junius, in his care for the same institution^ 
tajSf ^^ I would have their right to return a general 
verdict in all cases whatsoever, considered as apart 
nfthe canstitutiany and no more questionable by the 
legblature, than whether the gaoemment of the 
country shaU be by King, Lards, and Commons' 



.♦» 



llie task of comparing opinions, when all 
emanate from the same mind, would be endless. 
We must, therefore, content ourselves with presum- 
ing the identity in inferior cases, from perceiving 
that in general principles Sir Philip and Junius 
concurred. And this will sufficiently appear from 
Ae following paper, drawn up by Sir Philip, in re- 
feifence to the late Regency question. It was printed 
in the Monthly Mirror, for January, 1 811, a work 
to which we are indebted for much valuable infbr* 
mation. The subject is not canvassed by Junius, 
but the constitutional doctrines he maintained are, 
in the abstract, entirely the same. 

'' REGENCY. 

** There is one ambition at least, which I wiU not re- 
mume but with my life. It is the ambition of deliveriag 
to my posterity those rights of freedom, which I have 
received from my ancestors" — Earl of Chatham, January 
iy 1770. 

** After the noble speaker of these t¥ords, no 

X JuNiua^ i. * SQS. 
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man has so good a right to make use of them as I 
have. They express a principle on which I have 
acted^ and I resort to them as my own. In my 
judgment, every rational man in these kingdoms 
hae as good a right to deliver his opinion on the 
fimdamental principles of the constitution, now 
brought into question, as any peer or commoner 
who takes a seat in either of the chambers of Par- 
liament. For myself I mi^t perhaps daim some- 
thing more frcNB age, from experience, and long 
unblemished public service; but still more from 
the school I was bred in, and from the society of 
many eminent men whom I have had the honour 
to live with, and the misfortune to survive. This is 
all I contend for. I speak to the nation, and not 
for any interest of my own. My concern in any 
thing that may happen now, is very unlikely to lasi 
long. If they will not listen to the voice of truth 
and reason, they shall hear it. No man, who now 
assists or concurs in doing wrong, shall have it to 
plead that he was left without information and 
knew no better* My conclusions will be stated in 
their place. They are founded on principles which 
want no proof, and cannot be disputed. 

" 1. I assert that the crown of these kingdoms 
is hereditary, and is not, or ever was, elective. . 

'^ S. That the crown is not a bare inheritance, 
but an inheritance accompanying an office of trust, 
and to be executed, not for the personal exclusive 
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benefit of the king, but of that body politic of which 
the kii^ is the head. 

'^ S. That nothing less dian an act of the le^s- 
latiire can transfer the crown, or alter the succes- 
sion to it. 

^^ 4. That the government of this kingdom is 
by King, Lords, and Commons. 

" 5. That the Lords and Commons, without 
the King, are not, and cannot be a Parliament. 

" 6. That no two of the component parts of the 
l^islature are competent to perform any legislative 
act whatsoever. Were it otherwise, the two acting 
• powers might abolish the third ; or, without abo- 
lishing the name, might annihilate the functions. 

" 7. That, on the natural death of the king, 

~the succession of the next heir is instant without a 

.^ vacancy. The crown devolves on his head by 

demise, without any act of his own, and without 

^*-Uie consent of any other power, party, or person 

whatsoever. 

" It is admitted, I presume, that with an heir- 
apparent, to whom no legal or natural incapacity is 
objected, the Lords and Commons would have no 
right to choose a king — I say, not even himself. 
But it is contended that they have a right to choose 
' a regent during his majesty's inability to execute 
the duties and functions of the royal office. It fol- 
lows then that the crown, or office of king, is here- 
cUtary on the natural, and elective on the civil death 
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of the king. When any reason is set up m sup* 
port or explanation of this distinction, it will be 
time enough to shew the foUy of it. Till then I 
content myself with affirming, that there is no prin- 
ciple in our constitution more completely recog- 
nized and indisputaUe, tiian that the c^ce of king 
is not elective. The heir-apparait succeeds to the 
office in one case, as he would do to the tide in the 
other. Why ? Because it is the wisdom of Eng- 
land to provide ag^dnst the possibility of a disputed 
succession, whether to the tide or to the office. 
All other magbtrates are chosen for their merits or 
qualifications. The office of the chief magistrate alone 
is too great an object of ambition to be left open to 
a contest. In the abstract idea of election, one 
may see a possibility that the best would be chosen. 
But it is in vain to talk of theories, with the ex- 
anqile of Poland before us. 

^^ I know it is agreed even by those, who say 
that the Lords and Commons in a convention have 
a right to dispose of the regency, that the Prince 
of Wales must be regait ; and, if that were all, as 
the opinion would be lost in the fact, it would he' 
ol litde mom^t what they said. The purpose for 
which the claim is advanced, is not to deprive him 
of the tide, but to disarm him of the powers of a 
regent, and to disable or distress him in the execution 
oi his. dutieSv Yet who is there so ignorant, as not 
to know that the prerogatives of die crown are not 
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vested for bis owa sake in the perscm who wears it, 
but to iasure the execution of his office ; and then I 
ask, what power has the constitution reserved to 
any set of men to strip the crown of those preroga- 
tives, or even to qualify or impair them ? Shew it 
if you can, and produce your evidence. In a case 
of such importance, I will not submit to authority, 
and, least of all, to the authority of a party, which 
perhaps means or expects to benefit by the decision. 
They, who can wholly refuse, may grant upon con- 
ditions. The Lords may say, you shall make no 
more peers. The Commons may say, you shall 
have no power to dissolve us. The Ministers of 
course will not submit to he dispossessed; and this is 
the executive government, which they are willing to 
establish in the prince's hands. Before they der 
cide, let them make the case their own. Do they 
mean to admit that the king, uniting with a coRTen- 
tion of the peers, could abolish the House of Com- 
mons, or even divest them of any one oif their 
privileges F Could the King and the Commons, I 
will not say abolish the House of Lords, but could 
they take away their jurisdiction in the last resort^ 
or in trials by impeachment? He, who is mad 
enough to answer these questions in the affirmative^ 
may assert that, whenever his majesty is unable to 
discharge the duties of the kingly office, the rights^ 
powers, and prerogatives of that office may oe 



MO JUNIUS IDBNTIFIBD. 



J?i? 



nil iMi ;ri 



1, curtailed, or annihilated by the other tm> 
powers of the legislature, granting that a legistature 
can exist one moment without the crown. The 
person who held such language, might desenre to 
be hanged, but not for inconsistency. 

^^ Jn arguing these follies, has any man asked 
himself this plain practical questi<Hi? Let the 
executive government be what it may, is not this a 
period of difficulty and danger beyond any, to which 
the country was ever exposed before ? And is it in 
the greatest possible difficulties that yDu would 
intrust your government with the least possiUe 
powers ? But say, that it is the opinion of the 
Lords, or Commons, that restrictions ought to be 
imposed. How are you sure that they will agree 
in that point ? and, if they disagree, have you con- 
sidered the consequence? On occasions in some 
d^ree similar, but infinitely inferior in importance, 
when neither House would give way to the other, 
the remedy was in the crown, viz. to dissolve the 
Parliament. But, if the same difficulty occurred 
now, there would be no remedy for it ; for, without 
a king or a regent, there would be no power to dis- 
solve ; but there certainly would be a dissolution of 
aU government. Instant succession resolves all 
difficulties, and makes all fictions unnecessary. To 
.de£u:e the king's image on the coin is felony. To 
substitute any other is treason. The prince is the 
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image of the king; and^ in the language of the 
constitution, the king himself calls him, Eadem 
persona nobiscum. 

*^ I set out with asserting that the Lords and 
Commons, granting them to be still the two Houses 
of Parliament, have no right to abridge or alter any 
one of the acknowledged rights or prerogatives of 
the crown in the absence* of the king, or of his true 
representative. I now mean to go much beyond 
that proposition, and, in doing so, I stand on the 
constitution of my country, which I have studied as 
\(x\g, and I believe as carefully, as any man in it* 
I affirm, because I am convinced of it, that; if every 
man in the three kingdoms could be called upon to 
give his vote for doing that, which I say cannot be 
done by the Lords and Commons, or otherwise 
iJian in full Parliament, and gave it so accordingly, 
no consequent act could of right be founded on that 
vote. Why ? Becau^ the laws and constitution of 
&]gland forbid it, I am not talking of desperate 
or extreme cases. Necessity, unavoidable and 
irresistible, must be left to provide for itself. True 
wisdom even then will do nothing beyond what the. 
instant exigency requires, and will return as soon 
as possible to its regular established courses. Nei- 
ther do I deny the power of the people to do what 
tfiey will. Undoubtedly they may tear down their 
temples and tribunals, and murder their teachers 
and their magistrates. They have a physical force 
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to abolish their laws, and to trample on the insti- 
tutions of their forefathers. But, remember ; liie 
man who pulled down the building, and buried him- 
self in its ruins, was blind as well as strong. The 
qualify of an immoral act is not altered, the guilt of 
an enormous crime is not diminished, by the num- 
bers that concur in it. The moment the people 
did these things, they would cease to be a nation. 
To destroy their constitution is beyond their com- 
petence. It is the inheritance of the unborn as 
well as theirs* What we received from our an- 
cestors, we are morally and religiously bound, as 
well as by our laws, to transmit to our posterity. 
Of such enormous violence on the part of the peo- 
ple, I know there is no danger. Will they suffer 
any other power to do that in their name, which 
they cannot and ought not to do for themselves? I 
heard it from Lord Chatham, * that power without 
right is the most odious and detestable object that 
can be offered to the human imagination. It is at 
(Mice res detestabiUs et caduca^ Let who will as- 
sume such power, it ought to be resisted. Brave 
men meet their fate ; cowards take flight and die 
for fear of death. 

"SlAih Dec. 1810. '' PHILIP FRANCIS." 

To produce a few citations from Junius, in 
which the preceding doctrines are maintained, will 
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serve more to certify his identity with Sir Philip 
Fbancis, than any remarks can do. Let us there*- 
fore compare with the Essay, such parts of the 
Letters as relate to the principles, or coincide with 
the language of it. 

Sir Philip begins with affirming, that " eoery 
rational man in these kingdoms has as good a right 
to deliver his opinion on the fundamental principles 
of the constitution, as any peer or commoner who 
takes a seat in either of the chambers of Parlia-- 
joent" 

Junius was of the same opinion. " At such 
a moment no honest man will remdin silent or inac- 
tive. However distinguished by rank or property^' 
in the rights of freedom we are all equal. As we 
are all Englishmen, the least considerable man 
among us has an interest equal to the proudest 
nobleman in the laws and constitution of Ms country^ 
and is equally called upon to make a generous con- 
tribution in support of them ; whether it be the 
heart to conceive, the understanding to direct, or 
the hand to execute. It is a common cause^ in 
which we are all interested, in which we should all be 
engaged*.'' 

Sir Philip says, " / ^eak to the nation, and 
not for any interest of my own." In like manner, 
Junius dedicates his labours to the English nation, 

♦JONIIIS, ii. 113. 
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and declares^ " / ^peak to the plain understanding 
of thepe^fc*." Sir Philip adds, " My concern 
in any thing that may happen now is *oery mUikeiy 
to last long. If they will not listen to the t%»ce gf 
truth and reason^ they shall hear it. No inan who 
now assists or concurs in doing wrong, shall haoe 
it to plead that he was kft tvithout information, and 
knew no better." Junius employs the same re- 
markable phraseology. — " The voice of one man 
will hardly be heard, when the mice of truth and 
reason is neglected f." — Your voice was heard, until 
the voice of truth and reason was drowned in the 
din of arms:];." And he concludes his dedication 
in a strain very similar to the rest of the paragraph : 
r-" You are roused at last to a sense of your 
danger. The remedy will soon be in your power. 
If Junius lives, you shall often be reminded of it. 
If, when the opportunity presents itself, you neglect 
to do your duty to yourselves and to posterity,— 
to God and to your country, — I shall have one 
consolation left, in common with the meanest and 
basest of mankind. — Civil liberty nu^ still last the 
^gjTJuNius^." 

The first, second, third, fourth, and seventh pro- 
positions of the Essay, arc too obvious to allow of a 
difference of opinion. The fifth and sixth admit 



• JvviVB, i. •11. t Junius, iii. 17(5. 

{ JuMius, iii. igir. § Juirius, i. * 8. 
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of compaxison with Junius. Sir Philip says: — 
" That the Lords and Commons, without the king, 
are not, and cannot be a Parliament That no 
two of the component parts of the legislature are 
competent to perform any kgislative act whatsoeoer. 
Were it otherwise, the two acting powers might 
abolish the third ; or without abolishing the name, 
might annihilate the functions/' 

The language held by Junius, on these points, 
is equally clear and decisive : — 

" To do justice to the ministry, they have not 
pretended that any one or any two of the three 
estates have power to make a new law, without the 
concurrence of the third. They know that a man 
who maintains such a doctrine^ is liable by statute 
to the heaviest penalties *." And again, on this sub- 
ject, he employs even the same remarkable form 
of words which Sir Philip- uses, and of which 
two instances have been already brought from the 
Letters. " Are the ministry daring enough to affirm 
that the House df Commons have a right to make 
and unmake the law of Parliament at their pleasure f 
Does the law of Parliament, which we are so often 
told is the law of the land ; does the common right 
of every subject of the realm depend upon an arbi- 
trary capricious vote of one branch -of the legisla- 
ture? The VOICE OF truth and reason must 

be silent t". 

• Junius, L 190. f Junius, i. «f«. 

Q 
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Afterwards, as if with a prophetic eye to the 
very question considered in the Essay, he tells the 
king, " There are, however, two points of view, in 
which it particularly imports your Majesty to con- 
sider the late proceedings of the House of Com-- 
mons. By depriving a subject of his birthright, 
ihey have attributed to their own vote an authority 
equal to an act of the whole legislature; and, 
though perhaps not with the same motives, have 
strictly followed the example of the* long Parlia^ 
ment, which first declared the regal office useless, 
and soon "after with as little ceremony dissolved 
the House of Lords. The same prete^ided power ^ 
which robs an English subject of his birthright, 
may rob an English King of his crown. In another 
view, the resolution of the House of Commons, 
apparently not so dangerous to your Majesty, is 
still more alarming^ to your people. Not con- 
tented with divesting one man of his right, they 
have arbitrarily conveyed that right to another. 
They have set aside a return as illegal, without 
daring to censure those officers, who were parti- 
cul^ly apprised of Mr. Wilkes's incapacity, not 
only by the declaration of the House, but expressly 
by the writ directed to them, and, who neverthe- 
less returned him as duly elected. They have 
rejected the majority of votes, the only criterion 
by which our laws judge of the sense of the people j 
they have transferred the right of election firom the 
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collective to the rq)re8entative body ; find by 1&es6 
tcts, taken separately or together, they have essen* 
tially altered the ori^nal constitutioil of the House 
of CommcHis. Versed, as your Majesty undoubt- 
e^y is, in the English history, it cannot easily 
escape you, how much it is your interest, as well 
as your duty, to prevent one of the three estates 
from encroaching upon the province of the other 
twoj or assuming the authority of them all. When 
once they have departed from the great constitu- 
tional line, by which all their proceedings should 
be directed, who will answer for their future mode- 
ration? Or what a3surance will they give you, 
that, when they have trampled upon their equals, 
they will submit to a superior ? Your Majesty may 
learn hereafter^ how nearly the slave and tyrant are 
alUed*.'' 

It is impossible to read this last extract, with- 
out adverting to the fulfilment of its prediction in 
the question canvassed in the Essay on the Regency ; 
and it would be unjust not to take notice of the 
consistent, constitutional part which Junius, ac- 
cording to our theory, acted on that occasion. 
*^ The same pretended power which robs an English 
subject of hisr birthright," he truly declared, " may 
rob an English king of his crown." At the time 
these words were written, few would believe them to 

m • 
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be ^ously intended to warn the monarch of his 
danger. But it now appears, that in protecting the 
great body of the people from the exercise of an 
unlawful power, Junius was also the King's best 
Jriend. When the danger of the crown was no 
longer problematical, we see him step forward to 
defend the sovereign, with the same boldness that be 
had displayed on behalf of the subject. Such con- 
duct adds new lustre to the name of Junius, and 
stamps him for a genuine Englishman. This elud- 
dation of his real character should for ever silaaoe 
those, who pretend that he was a factious dema- 
gogue ; and who fancy they see, in every friend of 
the people, an enemy of the crown. 

In the conclusion of his Essay, Sir Philip pro- 
fesses to go much beyond his first propositions ; 
and in doing so, he observes, '^ I stand on the con- 
stitution of my country, which I hofoe studied as 
hngj and I belieoe as carefully, as any manm it :'* 
words applicable in the highest degree to Jui^^ius. 
'^ I affirm,^' he continues, *^ because I am con- 
vinced of it, that if every man in the three king- 
doms could be called upon to give his vote for 
doing that which . I say cannot be done by the 
Lords and Commons, or otherwise than in full par- 
liament, and gave it so accordingly, no consequent 
act could of right be founded on that vote. Why ? 
Because the laws and constitution of Er^Umd forbid 
itJ" And he adds, " The moment the people did 
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these things, they would cease to be a nation. To 
destroy their constitution is beyond thdr competence: 
it is Xl^'^ inheritance of the unborn^ as well as theirs. 
What we have recevoedfrom our ancestors j we are 
morally and religiously bound, as well as by our 
laws, to transmit to posterity ^ But, far as Sir 
Philip goes, he does not carry his principtes 
beyond the line drawn by Junius. The latter 
concludes his argument on the Middlesex question 
with s^itiments, and even language, resembling the 
above. " We awe it to our ancestors to preserve 
entire those rights, which they have delivered to 
our care : we owe it to our posterity, not to suffer 
their dearest inheritance to be destroyed. But if 
it were possible for us to be insensible of these 
sacred claims, there is yet an obligation binding 
upon ourselves, from which nothing can acquit m ; 
a personal interest, which we cannot surrender*.'* 
Each writer considers, that the constitution of 
the country is a settled sacred thing, consisting 
of many relative parts, each having certain rights ; 
and that none of these component parts have 
power to abridge or destroy the rights of them- 
selves, or of any of the rest, without a virtual 
dissolution of all government. Consistently with 
this view both of them maintain, that there are 
miEmy particular thmgs which ^^ cannot be done by 

* JUNZVS, L 823. 
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King, Lords, and Commons*." They cannot i&* 
franchise a Ixyrmgh with a general view to impraoth 
ment. They cannot take the trial by jury cut of 
the English constitution. They cannot timt the am- 
stihUional power of Juries, to return a general 
verdict in all cases whatsoever. " These are 
rights, my lord, which you can no more annihilate, 
^an you can the soil to which they are annexed^ •" 
Nor can the people, on their part, exercise de- 
spotic power. They cannot annul their own pmi- 
leges, or those of the goremment ; as is stated in 
the Essay, and the quotations following. But by 
these restrictions, we are not to conclude that all 
improvement is prevented. They operate n^a- 
tivcly; and while they secure to every branch of 
the constitution its proper advantages, they leave an 
indeterminate field for promoting that which is the 
trtie object of all government — the happiness of the 
people. 

• Junius* i. •288. f Junius, i. l68. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



OvB. last chapter, containing an entire Essay from 
the pen of Sir Philip Francis, presents a foil 
aqd unmutilated specimen of his style of \s^iting. 
The r^emblance it may bestr to Junius, is there- 
|fore Bhewn to be a 'fair one ; and while so many 
ioiftances of likeness are seen in a certain given 
space, not selected for the purpose of setting them 
off to greater advantag^,^ but introduced for a 
different and a definite object, some id^a tnay be 
formed of the relation which exists between other 
productions of the same author and Junius. But 
still it may be urged, that instances of verbal 
agreement would be found in those other works 
which, from their singularity, would add strength 
to the general effect ; and that if so many are met 
with in one Essay, numberless associations both 
in sentiment and language, worthy of particular 
enumeration, would occur to the inquiring eye, hfi 
works of a larger kind. The remark is just; 
^ipd in order to answer this common expectation 
as satisfactorily as possible, we shall lay before the 
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reader some strong parallel passages which chance 
has thrown in our way, in addition to those which 
have been already noticed. As it seldom hap- 
pens that the reader attributes to proofs of this kind 
the authority they possess in the estimation of 
him who first meets with them, and as the present 
cause rests on better evidence than similar ideas in 
corresponding forms of language, regard will be 
had to worth, rather than number, in making the 
selection. 

But the circumstance to which many of the 
following quotations owe their chief title to consi- 
deration is this : that they are very nearly coevd 
in their origin with the Letters of Junius ; that 
they are the ordinary expressions of the writer at a 
great distance irom England, when, having no ex- 
pectation that they would ever tend to illustrate 
the present, or any other literary question, he 
could have had no motive either to imitate the style 
of Junius, or to depart from that which was 
.natural to iiimself. 

^ The peculiarity of our first example is height- 
ened by the fact of its being not only varied from 
in many instances by Junius, but also by Sir 
Philip. In the former, it might be supposed to 
favour the opinion that two persons were concerned 
in writing the Letters ; but what shall we infer firom 
the equally fluctuating practice of the latter ? 
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' Junius. — " As it is, whenever he changes his 
servants, he is sure to have the people in that in* 
stance of his side*'' 

" I am persuaded he would have the 

reasonable part of the Americans of his ^i&f." 

" Here, my lord, you have fortune of 

your sid^Xr 

r— " One would think that all the fools 

were oftht other side of- the question §." 

" We haoe th)e kpws of our side, and 

want nothing but an intrepid leader ||." 

" It is true he professes doctrines which 

would be treason in America, but in England, at 
least, he has the laws of his side^.'^ 

Francis. — " But he who knows that he has the 
kto) of his sidcy will never think of appealing to ne- 
cessity for a defence of the legality of his mea- 
sures**." 

" My reply to the preceding minute is 

intended for my own justification, and to satisfy the 
Court of Directors, that if I persist in a conduct 
opposed to the decided sense of the majority, it is 
not from obstinacy or passion, but that I have 
some reason of my $ide^ and that I am not so ill- 
advised as to endeavour to support any opinion by 
appealing to evidence that proves directly against 
me tt-" 

* Junius, iii. 3l6. t i"- 160. % ii- 169. § i- * 29^. 
II ii. 143. IT iii- S4. •• Parliamentary Debate*, xxiii. 433. 
tt Minute, May 21, 1778, No. 46, App. 6th Report. 
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" I confess he supported his ^^limon 



with so many plausible arguments, that I myself 
began to think he might have reason of his side*'' 

" Let the questions be put into writing, 

and read or delivered to her publicly, and then I 
think there can be no ground for a suspicion of 
undue influence of either side'\'' 

-" Considerations of that kind are irre- 
gular ; and, as I think, not fit to be insisted on ^ 
either side X'' 

" A brave man,' with truth of his side, 

need not wish to be eloquent^." 

There is, perhaps, no phrase more uncommon 
Itbon that of so far forth in the pages of an ad- 
mired author. 

Junius. — " If any objections are raised, which 
are not answered in my third Letter, you will, I am 
»Ure, answer for me, soforforth^ore tenus^^'' 

" So for forth as it operates, it consti- 
tutes a House of Commons which does not repre- 
sent the people ^." 

m 

-" I would tell him, it contained tiie plan 

upon which Mr. Crosby and you were desirous to 
act, provided he would engage to concur in it bond 
fide J so for forth as he was concerned**." 

"♦ Speech^ July 2, 1784. f Minute, June 8, 1775, App. to 

6th Article, No. 117. t Minute, March 2, 1778, App. to 6th» 

7th, and 14th Article, p. 1081. § On Paper Currency. || Ju- 
irius, i. •31(5 %u 135. ••i. •«73. 
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Fbakcis*— ^' If^ as in the present instaoce, I a,m 
not to know what the intelligence is on which the 
board resolves to act, nor by what authority such 
intelligence is supported, I certainly am no judge 
of the necessity or propriety of the measure said to 
be founded on such intelligence, and am so Jar 
forth deprived of the exercise of the trust reposed 
in me by Parliament *." 

" I ol^ct to, and protest against all 

private. correspondence between the Govemor-fGe-f 
neral, an4 Commcmding Officer of the Company's 
troops, so far forth as such correspondence, &c.t-" 

^" So far forth I also meet the opinion 

of the Governor-General and Mr. BarwellJ." 

** If their authority be slighted or defied, 

it follows, that the dependence of that distant do- 
minion on this country is so far forth weakened, 
and its connection with it loosened, if not dis- 
solved ^r 

m 

The following peculiarities are almosit equally 
strong with the above : — 

Junius. — " Up&nwctmm qf^ jurisdiction un- 
lawfully assumed by the House ||." ^ 

Francis* — " On occaswn of a bill brought 
down from the House of Lords ^." 

• Minute, August 2, 1779* 1st. Rep. App. 44. t Nov. l6, 

1778, No. 153, App. 6th Rep. % June 10, 1779> No. 197, App 
' 6th Rep, § Letter to Lord North, 1777, p. 102. || Junius, 
it. 93S, % Proceedings on Slave Trade, p. 86. 
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JuNiirs. — " When you affectedly renounce Ae 
name of Englishman *.'* 

Francis. — " The barbarous terms qffecteHy 
made use off." 

Junius. — " I am sorry tx> tell you, Sir William, 
that, in this article, your ^r^i fact isfdst J." 

, Francis. — " This part of the motion, I say, 
implies ^, false fact §." 

Junius. — " The cases to prove that the assumed 
privileges of either House of Parliament are not 
examinable elsewhere than in tlieir own houses, are 
Lord Shaftsbury's case, &c Ij." 

Francis. — " He has added some specific evi- 
dence, which I shall take the liberty to examine, 
because it is of an txaminable nature in itself, and 
happens to be familiar to me ^." 

In favourite metaphorical erpressiam, an excel- 
lent clue is obtained for tracing an anonymous 
author. Of this class the following are among the 
most singular : — 

Junius. — " Tell us in what instance he has 
discovered a single ray of wisdom; solidity, or judg- 
ment**." 

'* To what enormous excesses it has 

• Junius, ii. 67. t Letter to Lord North. J Junius, 
i. 75. § Minnte, October 12th, 1778. No. 146i App-6thRep. 

B Junius, iii. 362. % Speech, July 2, 1784. ♦* JuNitrs, 

iii. 386. 
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safely conducted your Grace, without a ray ofresl 
I understanding *•" 

» — " The Secretary at War, it is true, has 

! a multitude of enemies, but . the bitterest of them 

will not affirm, that he is positively, as I did, an 
! idiot, without a single ray of miderstanding f." 

i Francis. — " If Moodajee Boosla has a ray (^ 

understandings and reflects, &c. :j:" 

Junius. " He precludes himself from solicit^ 
ing with aw/ colour of decency, ei real and solid re-' 
ward from the city §." 

" With Mvh3.t colour of truth can he pre- 
tend that I am no where to be encountered but in 
a newspaper II ?" 

" Neither can it be said, with any colour 

of truths to be part of the common law of Eng- 
land IT-" 

Francis. — " Our superiors will judge whether 
]the doctrine can mth the least colour of truth be 
applied, to any acts of mine **:" 

— ^ " I admit the principle, as far as it can 

be urged by Mr. Hastings with anj^ colour of reason 
orjustice^^r 

Junius. — " It must always make part of Ju- 
Nius's plan to support Mr. Wilkes, while he makes 
common cause with the people JJ." 

* Junius, ii. 3S2. f liL 280. \ Minute, July 18> 

1778, No. 70. App. 6th Rep. § Junius, i. • 272. || ii. 

305. ^ ii. 1^12. •• Minute, March 8, 1779, No. 182. 

App. 6th Rep. tt Minute, September 11, 178a Jt Ju- 

nius, i. *864. 
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** But perseverance, management, and 



determined good humour, will set every dung 
right, and, iif the end, break the Imrt of Mr. 
Home*. 

Francis. — ^^ They will all make common coast 
against him, and sooner or later overcome his reso- 
lution, or break his heart '[.'' 

Junius. — " This I conceive i$ the last disorder 
of the state. The consultation meets but to dis- 
agree ; opposite medicines are prescribed ; and the 
last fixed on is changed by the hand that ^ves 

Francis.—" This I conceive is the last state of 
misrule into which a nation can fall §." 

Junius. — " A sick man might as well expect 
to be cured by 'a consultation of doctors. They 
talk, and debate, and wrangle, and the patient ex- 
pires II ." 

Francis. — " The case is pressing. — ^Men of 
distinguished abilities and long experience recom- 
mend different courses. Therefore follow none of 
them. Doctors differ : let tjie patient p^ish ^.^ 

Junius. — " Will you not endeavour to remove 
or alleviate the most dangerous symptoms, because 
you cannot eradicate the disease^* ?" 

" It does not follow that the symptoms 

• Junius, i. •320. t Speech, 7th March, 1786. J Jb- 

irius, iii. 176. § Letter to Lord North. || Junius, iL 4^1. 

% Speech, 23d April, 1793. •• JuNiuf, ii. 924. 
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may not be softened, ahhough the distemper can- 
not be cured *." 

Francis. — " The actual choice lies between a 
£segsej which threatens immediate dissolution, and 
a remedy which at least gives time for deliberation. 
We know not what favourable turns may appear 
during an interval of repose ; but at any rate, we 
should not hasten a crisis, at which neither pru- 
dence nor fortune can save the object f." 

Junius. — " Will that man who sleepeth never 

Francis. — " Under the influence of this dream 
they have embarked in schemes of the most dan- 
gerous nature, and wasted the Company's property 
with unexampled profusion. It is high time that 
they should be awakened fipom it §." 

Junius. — " If the Treasury, without hearing, 
is suffered to halloo an informer at your estate || ." 

Francis. — " Even judges themselves came 
down to support him, to greet him with early 
cheers, and encourage him with the smiles and the 
halloo of government ^." 

Junius. — " Charles Fox is yet in blossom*^.*' 

Francis. — " His (Mr. Pitts) promises blossom 
like himself; we know not what bitter fruits they 
may produce ft-'' 

• Junius^ ii. 354. t Letter to Lord North. J Ju- 

KIU8, iii. 294. § Minute^ No. 197, App. 6th Rep. H Ju- 

vivs, iii. 54. ^ Speech^ 7th Feb. IT86. *• Juuios, 

ii. 244. tt Speech, 12th Feb. 1787. 
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Junius. — '^ He would have shifted^ aad de- 
layed, and played the back-game to have got rid of 
it." [alluding to chess.] *. 

Feancis. — " So bold and hardy a mace has 
never yet been made by any minister f." 

Sometimes particular doctrines are laid down 
in similar words. 

Junius. — ^^ It is not that precedents have aty 
weight with me in cppasttion to principles; but I 
know they weigh with the multitude J." 

" Precedents^ in opposition to principksy 

ha:oe little weight with JuNius§." 

Francis. — " He objected to the law as sub- 
versive of the principles of the constitution, and not 
to be justified by any precedents opposed to prin- 
ciples V 

Junius. — " One precedent creates another. 

They soon accumulate, and constitute law; what 
yesterday was fact ^ to day is doctrine ^." 

Francis. — " What yesterday was prosperous, 
to day is desperate **•" 

" From a civil to a military, from a mi- 
litary to an arbitrary government the gradations are 
easy, and the transition will be rapid. The same 

• Juirius, iii. 47. t Speech, 12th Feb. 1787- X Ju- 

iriua, i. •309. S i. 175. || Parliamentary Debates, xix. 

i?8. % JoJTius, i. 3. •• Sjjeech, 2d July, 1784. 
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facts which counteract principles to dinfj will be 
precedents to morrow, and principles the day after. 
Let the nation look to it *.'' 

Junius. — ^' When such a man stands forth, let 
the nation look to it f*" 

Junius. — " Betraying an unreasonable expec- 
tation of benefits, pure and entire, firom any human 
institution^ they in effect arraign the* goodness of 
Providence, and confess that they are dissatisfied 
with the common lot of humanity % ." 

" It is not the only instance in the wis- 

e;st oi human institutions, where theory is at variance 
with practice §.'*' 

Francis. — " If these leading principles arc 
such as the House, upon a fair review of tiiem, 
shall think it right to adhere to and confirm, it 
would answer no purpose of mine to shew that 
there were mistakes or inconsistencies in the detail. 
D^ects of that kind belong to all human institutions, 
and are easily corrected. On the other hand, if 
the principles of the law should, on a fair review of 
them, be reprobated by the House ^& false, absurd, 
and unconstitutional, the great and essential part of 
my task is accomplished ||.'' 

Junius. — ^" If every line of it were treason, his 

• Parliamentary Debates, xxviii. 429- t Juniui, ii. i43. 

t i. a. § L 41. It Speech, 7th March, 1786. 

R 
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charge to the jury would still be fabCy abmrd^ itte* 
gal, and unconstitutional */' 

Junius. — " You have no enemies. Sir, but 
th6se who persuade you to aim at power without 
right t." 

" If, on your part, you should have no 

plain, substantial defence, but should endeavour to 
shelter yourself under tiie quirk and evasion of a 
I»tictising lawyer, or under the more insulting as- 
sertion of power without right y the reputati^m yoo 
pretend to is gone for ever;};." 

" It is a power without rights and a 

daring violation of the whole English law of 
bail§." 

Francis. — " This law formally introduces into 
the inmost recesses of personal confidence and 
friendship, the worst of all the instruments that have 
ever been employed by power without right || ." 

Junius. — " The power of King, Lords, and 
Commons, is not an arbitrary power. They are 
the trustees^ not the owners of the estate. The fee 
simple is in us. They cannot alienate, they cannot 
waste 1[." 

Francis. The last appeal I shall make is to 
the prudence of the House. fFe are trustees for the 
nation^ and accountable for the trust reposed in us** J" 

• Junius, i. 27- t Junius, i. 44. J ii. 407- 

§ ii. 419. II Speech, 7th March, 1786. % i. 5. *• Par- 
liamentary Debates, xlv. 17 1. 



a 



JUNIUS IDENTIFmD. 243 

As trustees to the Company, we have 



no discretiowmf power to give away their pro-» 
perty*/' 

Junius, — " I would engage your favourable at- 
tention to what I am going to say to you; and / 
entreat you not to be too hasty in concludir^j from 
the apparent tendency of this I^etter, . to any pos- 
sible interests or connections of my own f." 

Francis. — " My second request is, that gen- 
tlemen will have the goodness and the candour to 
hear me out ; that they will not suffer their minds 
to travel faster than I do ; that they will not an- 
tiapate my conclusions^ and much more, that they 
will not conclude for me J." 

" Again / entreat the House most ear- 
nestly on this point, not to anticipate my argument, 
nor to conclude either hastily for me or against 
me§." 

The following sentiment could not have been 
seen by Sir Philip Francis, as it is contained in 
one of the private Letters to Wilkes. 

Junius. — " There is a rule in business that 
would save much time if it were generally adopted. 
A question once decided, is no longer a subject of ar- 
gument II /' 

• 7th May, 1778. Evidence to 6, 7, and 14th Articles, 
t Junius to Wilkes, i. •264. J Speech, April 11, 1796. 

§ Ibid. H Junius, t. * 305. 

r2 
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Francis. — " I will not continue to argue a ques- 
tion on which I have already submitted to judgment. 
If the event of the present measures should ever 
force an inquiry into the origin and motives of 
them ; the merit of those persons who have pro- 
moted or opposed them, will not be tried by nice 
verbal distinctions, or by torturing particular ex- 
pressions in debate to a sense inconsistent with the 
general principles, avowed opinions, and uniform 
Conduct of those who use them. The inquiry will 
commence at the source of the measures in ques- 
tion *." 

Junius. — " I am well assured that Junius will 
never descend to a dispute with such a writer as 
Modestus, especially as the dispute must be chiefly 
about words f." 

" But I shall not descend to a dispute 

about words^ I speak to things \r 

Francis. — " If this were a contest about 
words, and if things of the greatest moment were 
not at stake, &c. §". 

" A £spute about the construction of 

words might be endless ; I will therefore not enter 
into it, but content myself with stating what I 
think the true sense and meaning of the Company's 
present orders ||.'' 

f Minute^ S7th April, 177S, App. 41, 6^ Rep. f Ju- 

WlUfl, iL 28. X iiL 137. § Minute, 1774« Ap. 4i, 5th 

Rep. II Mintite, Idth March, I778, Ap. 38> (Hh Rep. 
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" Much might be said in defence of 

those opinions, which the Governor-General has 
been pleased to canvass so minutely ; but as the ar- 
gument toauld turn chiefly on the construction of 
zvordsj on nice distinctions in forming such construe- 
Hens, and probable inferences deduced from thence^ I 
shall not enter into it *." 

Junius. — " If, therefore, the principles I iiiain- 
tain are truly constitutional, / shall not think myself 
answered, though I should be cofwicted of a mistake 
in terms, or of misapplying the language of the law. 
I speak to the plain understanding of the pe(^le, and 
appeal to their honest, liberal construction of me f*" 

Francis. — " It is not a trial between cunning 
knowledge and unlearned reason. It is not a victory 
of legal argument aoer an unlearned indwidual con- 
tending for his birthright, which in such a question 
win satisfy the sense and judgment of the nation%.'^ 

Junius. — " You have no enemies, Sir, but 
those who persuade you to aim at power without 
right, and who think it flattery to tell you that the 
character of king dissolves the natural relation be- 
tween guilt and punishment § ." 

Feancis. — " In the present practice, the whole- 
some relation between gidlt and punishment is in- 
verted ||.'' 



/ 



♦ Minute, 2d February, 1778, Ap. 29, 6th Rep. t Ju- 

xiu», Pref.u«n. J Speech, 7th March, 1786. $ JuiriBS, 
i. 44, II On Paper Currency. 
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" Nor will I leave it to the master to 

dissolve the relation between his slave and hinnelf, 
just whenever he pleases *." 

• " By which they obtained some of the 

advantages attached to the condition of a Soman 
citizen, though the relation between the freedman 
and his master was not entirely dtssoh)ed'\.^^ 

Junius. — " Can any man in his senses affirm^ 
that as things are now circumstanced in this coun* 
try, it is possible to exterminate corruption % T 

Francis. — " But does any man in his semes be- 
lieve the statement to be true§?" 

Junius. — " Still you will find an insurmount- 
able difficulty in the execution ||." 

Francis. — " The difficulties in the execution 
would still be insumwuntable ^.^ 

There is a manner in the following passage, 
which belongs only to the present writers. 

Junius. — " Who attacks the liberty of the 
press? Lord Mansfield. — Who invades the con- 
stitutional power of juries ? Ldi'd Mansfield. — 
What judge ever challenged a juryman but Lord 
Mansfield, &c.?**" 

Francis. — " But in the consideration of these 
offences, who is the offended party ? The negro- 

• speech^ 11th April, 1796. f I^d. % JtfKius, i. 

•228. § Speech, 11th April, 1796. || Junius, i. •289. 

^ Speech^ 11th April, 1796. *• Juvius, il, 356. 
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driver.— Who is the judge of the fact ? The driver. 
Who awards the punishment ? The driver. — Who 
inflicts it ? The driver, with his own hand.'' 

Instances of persamficatim are equally com- 
mon in both writers. One of these, by Sir Philip 
Francis, closely resembles a well known passage 
in the Letters. 

Francis. — " If I could personify the House 
of Commons, it would be my interest as well as my 
duty to approach so great a pefson with the utmost 
respect. , But respect does not exclude Jirnmess, and 
should not restrain me from saying, that it is the 
function of your greatnesi^, as well as of your office, 
to listen to truth, especially when it arraigns a pro- 
ceeding of your own. I am not here to admire 
your consistency, or to applaud the conduct which 
I am endeavouring to correct. These topics do 
not furnish any subject for applause. You have 
nothing like praise to expect from me ; unless you 
feel, as I do, that a compliment of the highest or- 
der is included in the confidence which appeals to 
your justice against your inclination *." 

Junius, in his celebrated Letter to the King, in- 
troduces his personal address to the monarch with 
the same remark. " He would deliver his sen- 
timents with dignity and firmness^ but not without 

• Speech, 1 1th April, 179^. 
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respect.*" And he proceeds : — " Sir, it is the mis- 
fortune of your life, and originally the cause of 
every reproach and dbtress which has attended 
your government, that you should never have been 
acquainted with the language of tncth, until you 
heard it in the complaints of your people. **'f^ I 
would prepare your mind for a favourable reception 
of truth*:' 

The words in small capitals in the following 
extracts, arp in ItcAics in the original: a circum- 
stance which adds to their remarkable simi- 
larity. 

Junius. — " To say that they will kot make 
this extravagant use of their power, would be a 
language unfit for a man so learned in the laws as 
you are. By your doctrine, Sir, tliey have the 
power ; and laws, you know, are intended to guard 
against what men may do, not to trust to what they 
WILL rfof." 

Francis. — *^ What they will do I know not, 
but this is what they may do under the present in- 
stitution J." 

— " The Lords and Commons who com- 
pose the present pannel are honourable men. So 
are we all. But let it be remembered that laSvs are 



• Jdhius, ii. 64. t i. 199. t Speech, Maich 7, 

1786. 
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made to guard against what men may doy not to 
trust to what they will db*." 

Both writers adopt the same quotations in two 
or three instances, and the extracts are of unusual 
occurrence. 

Junius. — " I cannot express my opinion of the 
present ministry more exactly, than in the wordsof 
Sir Richard Steele : — that we are governed by a set 
df ddvellers, whose folly takes away all dignity from 
distressy and makes even calamity ridiculous f." 

Francis. — " Such authors of such ruin take 
away all dignity from distress, and make calamity 
ridiculous X.'\ 

The following sentiment is taken by Junius 
from the French copy of " De Lolme on the 
Constitution," 

Junius. — " While this censorial power is main- 
tained, to speak in the words of a most ingenious 
foreigner §, both minister and magistrate .is com- 

• Speroh, March?, 1786. t Junius, i. 231. J On 

Paper Currency. 

$ This quotation from De Lolme has been thought to favour the 
opinion that he was Junius. Without entering into the numerous 
insurmountable objections to such an hypothesis* I would ask whe- 
ther Sir Philip Francis, by having ttoice employed the same quo- 
tation without acknowledgment, is not much more likely to be Junius, 
especially as De Lolme*s name is pointedly mentioned by Junius in 
connection with the extract ? 

The " Constitution de VAngktene'' was published in ]771> at the 
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pelledy in almost every instance, to chofm between 
his duty and his reputation *." 

Francis. — The wisdom of our ancestors has 
deemed the inspection of the public eye lipon the 
proceedings of the court to be a powerful guard 
over the virtue of the judge \ and the best and 
wisest of our judges have thought it no impeach- 
ment of their integrity. An open trial obliges the 
judge in every question that comes before him, to 
choose between his duty and the loss of his repih 
tatim'\:' 

" The learned person who ventures to 

affirm that the proposition is true in the terms 
in which I have stated it, should remember that 
his character is at stake, that he acts under the in- 
spection of the public eye, and that he is going to 

end of which year it was noticed with high encomiums in the pre- 
^e to the Letters. It is possible that De Lolme^ flattered hy this at- 
tention^ would send his '* Parallel between the English constitution 
and the former government of Sweden'* to Junius, for his correc- 
tion ; and perhaps this was the large roll contcAnmg a pamphlet which 
Woodfall forwarded in February, 1772. Whether De Lolme trans- 
lated his own Essay, (of which the ^* ParaHel" was a portion,) or 
whether he employed an English coadjutor, he would equally be 
glad of the revision of Junius, whose Letters appear to have first led 
him to write on the English constitution. • The incompetency of 
De Lolme to compose in English without assistance, may be inferred 
from his dedication to the Essay, and from the different style of his 
various productions. His not having come to England till 17^-0> 
renders it impossible that he could have been Junius. 

•Junius, i. 13. t Speech, 7th March, 1786. 
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choose between his duty and the loss of his reputation 
for ever */' 

These are only a few of those parallel passages 
and phrases which the course of reading, necessary 
for this investigation, has supplied ; but from their 
extraordinary character, they will no doubt be 
thought to maintain the cause with much success. 
To judge of them fairly^ they should be compared 
with other attempts to identify Junius by the 
same description of evidence. The intrinsic value 
of each of these examples would then be duly 
estimated. 

It only remains that we should take an enlarged 
survey of the literary character of both writers, in 
order to see whether, on the whole, they agree M 
perfectly, as they have been found to do in par- 
ticular instances. 

The character of Junius as an Author is thus 
given by the writer of the Preliminary Esisay. 
" The distinguishing features of his style are, 
ardour, spirit, perspicuity, classical correctness, ' 
sententious, epigrammatic compression : his cha- 
racteristic ornaments, keen, indignant invective, 
audacious interrogation, shrewd, severe, antitheti- 
cal retort, proud, presumptuous disdain of the 
powers of his adversary, pointed, and appro- 

• Speech, 7th March, 1786. 
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priate allusions that can never be mistake, but 
are often overcharged, and at times perhaps totally 
unfounded ; similes introduced, not for the purpose 
of decoration, but of illustration and energy, bril- 
liant, burning, admirably selected, and irresistible 
in their application *." 

To the above summary of his character, the 
following is added in the same work from the pen 
of an opponent of Junius. ^^ Rapid, violent, and 
impetuous, he affirms without reason, and decides 
without proof; as if he feared ^that the slow me- 
thods of induction and argument would interrupt 
him in his progress, and throw obstacles in the way 
of his career. But though he advances with the 
largest strides, his steps are measured, his expres- 
sions are selected with the most anxious care, and 
bis periods terminated in harmonious cadence. 
Thus he captivates by his confidence, by the turn 
of his sentences, and by the force of his words. 
His readers are persuaded because they are agi-^ 
tated, and convinced because they are pleased. 
Their assent therefore is never withheld, though 
they scarcely know- why, or even to what it is 
yielded f." 

This last quotation is in itself so excellent that 
it claims, regard, even if the view it gave of the 
literary c&aracter of Junius was less correct. But 

* Junius^ i. * 89. t Juirius, i. •90. 
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when to the capacity of its author for the task of 
criticism we add this consideration, that the praise 
he bestows is extorted from him, the high opinion 
he has expressed of the abilities of Junius becomes 
still more worthy of attention. I have chosen to 
give the sentiments of others rather than my own, 
that I might not seem to shape my materials for . 
my purpose ; and after the more favourable descrip- 
tion, that estimate of our author is introduced 
which is the least to be suspected of partiality, in 
order to avoid the suspicion of having over-rated 
his merits. 

The same work to which we are indebted for 
the authentic biography of Sir Philip Francis, 
contains a critique on his character as an Author, 
which in every respect may be considered as a fit 
companion for the preceding. If our conjecture is 
well founded, the two portraits should be strikingly 
alike, though they vary in the time of life, and are 
sketched by different hands : let the reader compare 
them, and see whether they do not fulfil this ex- 
pectation. 

" The works of Sir Philip Francis resemble, 
in a great measure, those of Lord Bacon, of whom 
it was said, that no man crammed so much 'mamng 
into so Jew words, or, as Edmund Burke said of his 
style, there is no gummy Jksh in it. His language 
is figurative and expressive in perfection. You 
never doubt about his meaning. In argument y he 
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lightens rather than reasons on his subject. Vivid 
flashes from his mindy in rapid succesmny iUmmnate 
the qaegtiony not by formal induction^ but by umfbrm 
splendor and irresistible corruscationJ' 

" His style," says the same elegant critic, ** is 
so perfectly musical, and moves to such a sprightly, 
animated, and interesting measure, that, as it has 
been observed of Greek, there woyld be a delight 
in hearing it read, even if one did not understand it. 
The sentences are so constructed that they roll 
down of tliemselves, and, like Sisyphus's stone, the 
moment they reach the bottom, rebound, and 
mount again on the other side, 

" Aj-nj liteita iri^oyis xuXjyfcro Xoucg ayaifijV«" 

" This excellence is not, however, produced by 
a sa(^rifice to pedantic or affected phrases. The 
essence of language is to be intelligible. New- 
ftingled terms, and sesquipedalian words, may 
please fools, and deceive them into a belief that 
they cover sense ; but sense, were it ever accom- 
panied, would be disgraced by such omamen^. 
As Sir Philip has a flne ear for the coUocation cf 
wordsy so has he a true taste in their selection. 
The first of Latin critics has S9.id : " Utinam et 
wrba in usu quotidiano posita minus timeremusJ' 
Our author has felt the weight of that remark, and 
by it Mquired a nobk simplktiy of expression^ worthy 
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^his thcugkts. Every thing in his writings^ whe- 
ther profound or otherwise^ is plain and clear. He 
that runs may read, and dulness itself may compre- 
hend *." 

The perfect agreement between these two de- 
scriptions of the style of Junius and Sir Philip 
Francis, will be more fully felt if they are trans- 
posed in the mind of the reader. Considered in 
their application to writings which neither of them 
were intended to characterize, it will be apparent 
to any one conversant with either author, that the 
same qualities must exist in the works of both, or 
the criticisms would in some respects have been 
inapplicable. 

Thus we have gone through every species of 
inquiry that can be suggested, to prove the truth 
or fallacy of any conjecture, and individually, as 
well as collectively, all are seen to lead to one and 
the same result. We have called, as it were, upon 
many different witnesses, wholly unconnected with 
each other, unknowing what had been related, and 
strangers to what might follow, yet each tells a tale 
which confirms the truth in his own particular case, 
and all unite together in producing a consistent 
series of proofs, resting on facts in the first in- 
stance, and bearing directly against the point de- 

* Monthly Mirror^ March, 1810. 
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sired^ so as to leave perhaps nothing wanting to 
establish fiill conviction. However, to make as- 
surance doubly sure, we shall extend our investiga- 
tion into another district, where additional evidence 
of an interesting nature will be met with. 



967 



CHAPTER XV. 



In an inquiry like the present, as soon as a valid 
conjecture was formed, it woufd follow, that look*- 
ing at the question in as many different lights as 
possible, and in every variety of position, we 
should find a still grea.ter number of confirmations ; 
and that thus encouraged and supported, we should 
perceive it to be far more difficult to know when to 
stop, than where to meet with evidence worthy of 
being adduced. A superfluity of this kind causes 
the following facts, documents, and arguments to 
be laid before the reader. The question might be 
considered as determined by what has been ad- 
vanced ; but amidst the numerous proofs that offer 
in support of our opinion, the following appear to 
be so conclusive in themselves as to deserve par* 
ticular distinction. They are also chosen from the 
rest, because they materially elucidate some of the 
opinions held by Junius on particular subjects, 
and because the compositions which they include 
are desirable additions to his other works. 

The compiler of this investigation wa§ accident- 
ally turning over the pages of Almon's Anecdotes 
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of Lord Chathabt, when his eye was caught by 
several passages so much in the style of Jukius^ as 
to lead him to observe that cdther Lord Chat- 
ham was the author of the Letters*, or Junius 
had reported Lord Chatham's Speeches. On 
closer inspection it appeared, that the pages which 
contained the spirit of Junius were very limited 
in number ; that the latter half of them^ consisting 
of the report of a debate on the S2d of January, 

* If it were a question worth debating, we have the best of all 
proofs, that Lord Chatham's peculiarities of thinking and expres- 
sion did not, of necessity, give a complexion to these speedies so 
much like th»t of Junius. It is well known that Hi^ Boyd was 
ambitious of being thought the writer of the Letters, and that he 
imitated the style of Junius. He, by a singular chance, also re- 
ported two of Lord Chatham's speeches in 1775, and 1777 > and 
here, if any where, we might espect to find that character exhibited 
which is seen in the reports by Sir Philip Francis. But neither 
are they like the latter, nor like Junius. It i9 astonishing how to- 
tally they differ from both : something might be expected from Lord 
Chatham's manner, and something from an habitual imitation of 
Junius ; but there is not a thought or expression in these speeches 
which savours of either, if Lord Chatham be faithfully represented 
by Sir Philip Francis. The consequence is, that not only must 
Lctrd Chatham have no credit for 'the literary beauties in the re- 
ports of Sir Philip Francis, under the plea that the words were so 
strongly impressed on the hearer's mind, that he unavoidably adopted 
them in repeating the sentiments, but also Hugh Boyd must be 
ihorii of his pretensions, by failing on so remarkable an occasion to 
sustain the character of Junius. If the reader is desirous to obtain 
ocular demonstration of the truth of our representation, he will find 
Boyd's reports in the same volume of Almon's Anecdotes which 
contains those of Sir Philip FranCis, and thus a most favourable 
pp|X)rtunity is presented for making a comparison. 
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1770, was the composition of a gratleman ivho 
bad furnished Almou with the report of a debate 
on January 9 9 1770 ; and that this previous report 
comprised the other half of that portion which so 
much resembled Junius. The paragraph {»e- 
fixed to the debate on January 9> contains allusions 
to the Reporter, which, as we have before noticed, 
are applicable only to Sir Philip Francis. The 
reasons which led to that opinion have been stated ; 
and they were cogent enough for the purpose 
they were then intended to serve : but to build any 
thing substantial and important upon this ground, 
it is obvious that a better title ought to be produced. 
This has been provided. — One of the volumes of 
the New Parliamentary History contains a 
corrected copy of the above-mentioned speeches, 
the first of which is accompanied with the follow- 
ing note : — 

'^ This very important debate was taken by a 
gentleman, who afterwards made a distinguished 
figure in the House of Commons^ and by him it has 
been obligingly revised for this work *." 

Application was made by my publishers to as- 
certain, j^ it was m secret, whether Sir Philip 
pRANCis was the gentleman described in the above 
'note, and an answer being received in the affirma- 
tive, the case, ias fiur as concerns Sir Philip, ap- 
pears to be sufficiently made out. 

* Parliamentaiy Hbtory^ xvi. 647* 

S2 
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We have now to enquire whether the 
so reported were also the productions of Ju)fius« 
To determine this question, attention must be paid 
to their general character, the remarkable express 
sionsy and the dates of each parallel passage. The 
better to as«st the judgment, such quotations will 
be incorporated with the text as particularly bear. 
tqK)n the passii^ subject. 



SPEECHES OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 

^^ The next session was opened on the ninth day 
of January,' 1770. The discontents which per- 
vaded the whole nation, stimulated him to the 
most vigorous exartion of bis talents. He con- 
sidered tlie conduct of the House of Commons, 
on all the questions concerning the Middlesex 
election, as wholly unconstitutional. He attended 
on the first day. His speeches on that day have 
fortunately met with a better fate than many of 
his former speeches; for they were accurately 
taken by a gentleman of strong memory, now a 
member of the House of Commons^ and from his 
notes they are here printed. 

^' The motion for an address was nrnde by the 
Duke of Ancaster, and seconded by Lord Dun- 
more. 

* The Earl of Chatham, after some compli- 
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ment to the Duke 'of Ancaster, took notice how 
happy it would have made him to have been able 
to concur with the noble duke in every part of an 
address, which was meant as a mark of respect 
and duty to the crown — professed personal obli- 
gations to the king, and veneration for him ; that, 
though he might differ from^the noble duke in 
form of expressing his duty to the crown, he 
hoped he should give his majesty a more substan- 
tial proof of his attachment than if he agreed with 
the motion. That, at his time of life, and loaded 
as he was with infirmities, he might perhaps have 
stood excused if he had continued in his retire- 
ment, and never taken part again in public affairs. 
But that the alarming state of the nation called 
upon him, forced him to come forward once mwe, 
and to execute that duty which he owed to God, 
to his sovereign, and to his country ; that he was 
determined to perform it, even at the haxard of 
his life. That there never was a period which 
called more fiwrcibly than the present, for the seri- 
ous attention and consideration of that house ; 
that as they were the ^rand hereditary counsellors 
of the crown, it was particularly their duty, at a 
orisis of such importance and danger, to lay before 
their sovereign the true state and condition of his 
subjects, the discontent which universally pnevailed 
uooQgBt them, the distresses under which they 
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' laboured, the injuries they complained of, and the 
' true causes of this unhappy state of affairs. 

' That he had heard with great concern of the 

* distemper among the cattle, and was very ready 

* to give his approbation to those prudent measures 
' which the council had taken for putting a stop to 
^ so dreadful a calamity. That he was satisfied 
' there was a power in some degree arbitrary, with 

* which the constitution trusted the crown, to be 

* made use of under correction of the legiskUure, and 

* at the hazard of the minister^ upon any sudden 
' emei^ency, or unforeseen calamity, which might 

* threaten the welfare of the people, or the safety 
' of the state. That on this principle he had him- 

* self advised a measure, which he knew was not 
' strktly kgal; but he had recommended it as a 

* measure of necessity j to save a staroing people Jrom 
^famne^ and had subndtted to the Jtu^ment of his 
^country. 

[Junius. — *^ ThdA Parliament may redew the 
" acts of a minister is unquestionable ; but there is a 
" wide difference between saying that the crown has 
"a legal power, and that ministers may act at their 
^^ peril'* — " Instead of asserting that the proclama- 
" tion was legal, he (Lord Camden) should have 
"said, * My lords, I know the proclamation was 
". iU^al, but I advised it because it was indi^fens- 
^^ ably necessary to save the kingdom from fa/mne^ 
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*^ 4md I st^mt mjf^lf to the justice and mercy of 
" my country *.' " 

This first parallel from the Letters is neariy 
decisive of the fact that Junius was the Reporter. 
Thou^ written almost two years after the Speech, 
it will be seen that not only the succession of 
thought is the same, but even the expressions are 
preserved sufficiently to shew that the original was 
fresh in the memory of the writer. If he could 
have found the Speech reported in other words, but 
the same in substance, the resemblance might per- 
haps have been accounted for : — but in the absence 
of all such aids, to approach so nearly to the Ian* 
guage of a report not printed (though preserved in 
notes) till twenty years after, can only be satisfac- 
torily explained op the supposition that he who took 
those notes was the writer of the Letters. One 
possible chance indeed remains ; but it amounts in 
fact to the same thing. Junius and the Reporter 
might both have heard the 'same Speech, and might 
both have taken it down in nearly the same words. 
Admitting this, which under all the other indications 
of identity^ comes little short of absolute proof^ yet 
when it is seen that the same parties were present 
at another time, that both Speeches are eopied in 
the Letters, and that the Letters in tibeiir turn are 
inoiitated in both speeches, it must be acknowledged 
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Aat the ooly way to reconcile the fact with proba*' 
bility, is to admit that Junius and the R^Bporter 
were the same.] 



^ That he was extremely glad to hear, what he 
owned he did not believe when he came into the 
House, that the king had reason to expect that 
hk todeavours to secure the peace of this country 
would be successful, for that certainly a peace was 
never so necessary as at a time when we were torn 
to pieces by divisions and distractions in every 
part of his majesty's dominions. That he had 
always considered the late peace, however neces- 
sary in the then exhausted condition of this coun- 
try, as by no means equal in poinjt of advantage to 
what he had a right to expect from the siiccesses 
X)f the war, and from the still more exhausted con- 
dition of oiu" enemies. That having deserted our 
allies, we were left without alliances, and during a 
peace of seven years, had been every moment <m 
the verge of a war : that, on the contrary, Frailce 
had attentively cultivated her allies, particulaily 
Spain, by every mark of cordiality and respect. 
T^t if a war was unavc»dable, we must enter mto 
it witbout a skigle ally, wiule the whole house of 
Bourbon wto dnitsed within itself, and supported 
by Ihe clos^ connectiofns wifth the principal powers 
in Europe. That the situation of our foreign aflFairs 
was undoubtedly a mattef of moin^t, and highly 
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^ worthy their lordship's consideration ; but that he 

* declared with grie^ there were other matters still 
Vmore important, and more urgently demanding 
^ their attention. He meant the distractions and 

* divisions which prevailed in every part of the em- 
' pire. He lamented the unhappy measure which 

* had divided the colonies from the mother couptry» 
^ and which he feared had drawn them into excesses 

* which he could not justify. He owned his natural 
' partiality to America/ and was inclined to make 

* allowance even for those excesses. That they 
' ought to be treated with tenderness ; for in his 

* sense they were ebuUitwm of liberty which broke 
^ mt upon the $km^ and were a sign, if not of perfect 
^ health, at least of a *vigoroi4S constittttiony and must 
^ not be driven ia too suddenly,, lest they should 
^&tFike to Ihe^tffl^. — 

[Junius. — " No man regards an eruption ^m 
" the surface^ when the noble parts are invaded, 
'^ and he feels a mortification approaching to his 

-" I shall only say, ^ve me a faeai^ 

vigorous cofistitutumy and I shall hardly consult nxy 
looking-glass to discover a blemish upon my 

^•— * He professed himself oitirely ignorant of t^ie ' 

* JtJKius, ii. 153, May 28, 1770. 

t — , i. * 31 1, S«pleinber 18, 1771- 
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' present state of America, therefore should be cau 
' tious of giving any opinion of the measures fit to 
^ be pursued with respect to that country. That it 
^ was a maxim he had observed through life^ when he 
^ had lost his way, to step short, lest by proceeding with- 
^ out knowledge, and adoandng (as he feared a noble 
^ duke had done) from one false step to another, he 
' Aauld wind himself into an inextricable labyrinth, 
^ and neoer be able to recaoer the right road 
* again. — 

[Francis. — " It was said by William Earl of 
^^ Chatham, forty years ago, or somebody has re- 
'^ corded it for him, * That it was a maxim he had 
^^ observed through life, when he had lost his way, to 
^' stop short, lest, by proceeding without knowledge, 
^ and adoandng from one ftdse step to another, he 
'^ should wind himself into an inextricable labifrinth, 
" and neoer be able to recaoer the right road*' '"] 

— ^ That as the House had yet no materials before 
' them, by which they might judge of the proceed- 
' logs of the colonies, he strongly objected to their 
'passing that heavy censure upon them, which was 
' conveyed in the word unwarrantable, contained in 
' the proposed address. That it was passing a 
' sentence without hearing the cause, or being ac- 
' quainted with facts, and might expose the pro- 

* IHiper Currency^ p. 1* 
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^ ceedings of the House to be received abroad with 
^ indifference or disrespect. That if unwarrantable 
meant any thing, it must mean illegal; and how 
could their lordships decide that proceedings, 
which had not been stated to them in any shape, 
were contrary to law ? That what he had heard 
of the combinations in America, and of their suc- 
cess in supplying themselves with goods of their 
own manufacture, had indeed alarmed him much 
for the commercial interests^ of the mother coun- 
try ; but he could not conceive in what sense they 
could be called illegal, much less how a declara- 
tion of that House could remove the evil. .That 
they were dangerous indeed, and he greatly wished 
to have that word substituted for unwarrantable. 
That we must look for other remedies. That the 
discontent of two millions of people deserved con- 
sideration ; and the foundation of it ought to be 
removed. That this was the true way of pu^ng 
a stop to combinations and manufactures in that 
country ; but that he reserved himself to give his 
opinion more particularly upon this subject, when 
authentic information of the state of America 
should be laid before the House ; declaring only 
for the present, that we should be cautious how 
we invade the liberties of any part of our fellow- 
subjects, however remote in situation, or unable 
to make resistance. That liberty was a plant that 
deserved to be cherished ; that he loved the tree. 
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^ and wished well to every braxich of it That, 
' like the vine in the Scripture, it had spread from 
' east to west, had embraced whole nations with its 
/ branches, and sheltered them under its leaves* 
' That the Americans had purchased their liberty at 

* a dear rate, since they had quitted theirnative coun- 

* tfjfy and gone in search of freedom to a desert. 

[Junius, speaking of the Americans, says : — 
" 7%ey l^t their native land in search of freedom, 
" and found it in c desert *." 

In this instance the Speech copies the Letters. 
To suppose that Lord Chatham and Junius re- 
ciprocally borrowed from each other, is to en- 
counter a greater difficulty for the sake of avoiding 
a less. But the resemblance is not surprising, if 
we imagine that Junius was the Reporter ; and as 
we proceed, itvrill appear that no other solution can 
be ^ven for this mutual applicalion of each other ^ 
sentiments and language.] 

* That the parts of tlie address which he had 

* already touched upon,^however important in them- 
^ selves^ bore no comparison with that which still 
^ remained. That indeed there never was a time 

* at: which the iinanimity recommended to them by 
^ the kiag, was more necessary than at present ; 

* but he difiSsred very much from the noble duke, 

* JuKitfs, ii. 77^ December ig, 1769. 
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with respect to the propridy or utUky of those 
general assurances contained in the latter part of 
the address. That tlie most perfect harmony in 
that House would have but little effect towards 
quieting the minds of the people^ and removing 
their discontent. That it was the duty of that 
House to inquire into the causes of the notorious 
dissatisfaction expressed by the whole English na- 
tion, to state those causes to the sovereign, and 
then to give him their best advice in what manner 
he ought to act That the privileges of tht Hduse 
of Peers J however transcendant, however appro- 
priated to them, stood in fact vpon the broad hot- 
torn of the peapk. They were no longer in the 
condition of the barons, their ancestors, who had 
sqiarate interests and separate strength to support 
them. The rights of the greatest and of the mean- 
est subjects now stood upon the same foundation: 
the security oflmo^ commm to alL — 
. [Junius, two months after, makes the same 
deckration : — " However distinguished by rank or 
property, in the rights of freedom we are aU 
equal. As we are Englishmen, the. least, consider^ 
able man among us has an interest equal to the 
proudest nobknum in the laws and constitution of 
" his country *."] 
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•* It was therefore their highest interest, as well 



Junius, il. 113, March I9, 1770. 
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as their duty, to watch over, and gdwd tte peo- 
ple; for when the people had lost their ri^^tSy 
those of die peerage would soon become insiguifi- 
eant. To argue from experience, he b^^ed leave 
to refer their lordships to a most important pas- 
sage in history, described by a man of great abili- 
ties, Mr. Robertson. This writer, in his life of 
Charles the Fifth (a great, ambitious, wicked man), 
informs us that tlie Peers of Castik were so far 
cajoled and seduced by hintj as to join him in aoer- 
tunmg that part of the Cortez, which represented 
the peopk. — 
[Junius alludes to such an example in his de- 
dication : — '^ I am persuaded you will not leave it 
^^ to the choice et seven-hundred persons, notori- 
" ously corrupted by the crown, whether seven 
^^ millions of their equals shall be freemen or 
" slaves * * ^, Without insisting upon the extra- 
'^ vagant concession made to Harry the Eighth^ 
there are instances, in the history of other cotm- 
tries, of a formal deliberate surrender of the pub- 
lic liberty into the hands of the sovereign *.T 



a 
u 



— * They were weak enough to adopt, and base 
^ enough to be flattered with an expectation, that 
* by assisting their master in this iniquitous pur- 
' pose, they should increase their own strength and 



• Junius^ i. 6, Dec. 177 !• 
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importance. What was the consequence ? They 
exchanged the constitutional authority of Peers, 
for the titular vanity of Grandees. They were 
no longer a part of a Parliament, for that they 
had destroyed ; and when they pretended to have 
an opinion as Grandees, he told them he did not 
understand it ; and naturally enough, when they 
had surrendered their authority, treated their adr 
vice with contempt. The consequences did not 
stop here. He made use of the people whom he 
had enslaved to enskpoe others^ and employed the 
strength of the Castilians to destroy the rights of 
their free neighbours of Arragon. 

[Junius. — " We are the sUvoes of the House 
' of Commons, and through them we are the slaves 
^ of the king and his ministers *.'^ 



i 



' My lords, let this example be a lesson to us 
all. Let us be cautious how we admit an idea, 
that our rights stand on a footing different from 
those of the people. Let us be cautious how we 
invade the liberties of our fellow-subjects, how- 
ever mean, however remote ; for be assured, my 
lords, that in whatever part of the empire you 
suffer slavery to be established, whether it be in 
America or in Ireland, or here at home, you will 
find it a disease which spreads by contact, and 



* Junius^ iii. 374, April 9» 1771' 
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^ soon reaches from the axtremities to the heart. 
^ The man who has lost his own freedom, becomes 
^ fitrni that moment an instrument in the hands 
^ of an ambitious prince, to destroy the freedom rf 

* others. — 

[Junius. — " We can never be really in danger, 
^^ until the forms of Parliament are made use of to 
^^ destroy the substance of our civil and political 
'^ liberties ; until Pariiament itself betrays its trust; 
f ^ by contributing to establish new principles of 
^government, and employing the very weapons 
'^ committed to it by the collective body to stab 
" the constitution *."] 

— ^ These reflections, my lords, are but too appli- 
^ cable to our present situation. The liberty of the 
^ subject is invaded, not only in provinces, but here 
^ at borne. The English people are loiid in their 
^-complaints : they proclaim with one voice the in- 

* juries they have received : they demand redress, 
^ and depend upon it, my lords, that one way or 
^ crther, they will have redress. They will never 
' return to a state of tranquillity until they are re- 

* dressed ; nor ought they ; for in my judgment, my 
^ lords, and I speak it boldly, it were better for 

* them to perish in a glorious contention for their 
^ rights, than to purchase a slavish tranquilfity 

♦ Junius^ ii. u6, March 19, 1770. 



u 
it 



JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 273 

i 

' at the expense of a single iota of the comtitu- 

* tian. — 

[Junius no less warmly advocates the right and 

duty of resistance : — " I confess, Sir, I • should be 
contented to renounce the forms of the constitution 
once tnorCy if there were no other way to obtain 

" substantial justice for the people*." 

— " The time is come, when the body of the 

" English people must assert their awn cause : con- 
scious of their strength, and animated by a sense 
of their duty, they will not surrender their birth- 

" right to ministers, parliaments, or kings f." 

" If an honest, and, I may truly affirm, 

a laborious zeal for the public service, has given 
me any weight in your, esteem, let me exhort and 
conjure you never . to suffer an invasion of your 
political constitution, however minute the instance 
may appear^ to pass by without a determne^^ 
persevering resistance J."J 






u 



— :* Let me entreat your lordships, then, in the . 
^ name of all the duties you owe to your spvcreign, 

* to your country, and to yourselves, to perform tliat 
^ office to which you are called by the constitution ; 

* by informing his majesty truly of the condition of 

* his subjects, and of the real cause of their dissatis- 
' faction. I have considered the matter with most 

♦ Junius, AprU 22, 1771, ii. 2««. t March 19, 1770, 

ii. 115. X December, 1771, i. 2. 
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serious attention ; and as I have not in my own 
breast the smallest doubt that the present universal 
discontent of the nation arises from the proceed- 
ings of the House of Commons upon the expulsion 
of Mr, Wilkes, I think that we ought, in our ad- 
dress, to state that matter to the King. I have 
drawn up an amendment to the address, wjiich I 
beg leave to submit to the consideration of the 
House : 

' ^' And for these great and essential purposes^ 
we will with all convenient speed take into our 
most serious consideration, the causes of the dis- 
contents which prevail in so many parts of your 
majesty's dominions, and particularly the late pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons, touching the 
incapacity of John Wilkes, Esq. (expelled by that 
House) -to be elected a member to serve in thb 
present Parliament, thereby refusing (by a resolu- 
tion of one branch of the legislature only) to the 
subject his common right, and depriving the 
electors of Middlesex of their free choice of a 
representative." 

* The cautious and guarded terms in which this 
amendment is drawn up, will, I hope, reconcile 
every jxoble lord, who hears me, to my opinioa; 
and *a» I think no man can dispute the truth of 
the facts, so I am persuaded no man can dispute 
the propriety and necessity of laying those facti 
before his majesty.* 
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' Lord Mansfield *. He began with affirming, 
^ that he had never delivered any opinion upon the 

* legality of the proceedings of the House of Gom- 

* mons on the Middlesex election, nor should he 

* now, notwithstanding any thing that might be 
" expected from him. That he had locked it up in 

* his aam breast^ and it should die with him : — 

[Junius to Lord Mansfield :---" As a lord in 
** Parliament, you were repeatedly called upon to 
** condemn or defend the new law declared by the 
" House of Commons. You affected to have 
" scruples, and every expedient was attempted to 
" remove them. The question was proposed and 
" urged to you in a thousand different shapes. 
" Your prudence still supplied you with evasion ; 
" your resolution was invincible. For my own part 
" I am not anxious to penetrate this solemn secret, 
" I care not to whose wisdom it is intrusted, nor 
*^ how soon you carry it with you to your grave.'' 
In a note to this passage it is added : — " He said in 
** the House of LordSj that he believed he should 
" carry his opinion with him to the grave f." 

As no report of this speech had then been pub- 
lished, it is clear,from the above extract, that Junius 
was in the House at the time it was delivered J 

*''Thi^ noble lolrd's answer (taken also from the same gentkman's . 
notet) it b necessary to insert, on account of Lord Chatham's reply» 
which follows it." — AlmontCs note, 

t JuHius, Nov. 14, 1770, ii. 179. 

T S 
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— That he wished to avoid speaking on the sub- 
ject ; but that the motion made by the noble lord^ 
was of a nature too extraordinary and too alarm- 
ing, to suffer him to be silent. He ackn6wledged 
the unhappy distracted state of the nation ; but he 
was happy enough to affirm, with a safe conscience, 
that he had no ways contributed to it. That, in 
his own o|)inion, declarations of the law, made by 
either House of Parliament, were alwavs attended 
ivitii bad effects : he had constantly opposed them 
whenever he had an opportunity, and in his judi- 
cial capacity thought himself bound never to pay 
the least regard to them. That although tho* 
roughly convinced of the illegality of General 
Warrants, which, indeed, naming no persons, were 
no warrants at all, he was sorry to see the House 
of Commons by their vote declare them to be il- 
legal. That it looked like a legislative act, which 
yet had no force nor effect as a law : for supposing 
the House had declared them to be legal, the 
Courts in Westminster would nevertheless have 
been bound to declare the contrary; and conse- 
quently to throw a disrespect upon the vote of the 
House : but he made a wide distinction between 
the-general declarations of law, and the particular 
decision which might be made by either House, 
in their judicial capacity, upon a case coming 
regularly before them, and properly the sftibject of 
their jurisdiction. That here they did not act as 
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legislators, pronouncing abstractly and generally 
what the law was, and for the direction of others ; 
but as judges, drawing the law from the several 
sources from which it ought to be dfawn, for their 
own guidance in deciding the particular question 
before them, and applying it strictly to the deci- 
sion of that question. That, for his own part, 
wheref^t the statute law was silent, he knew not 
where to look for the law of Parliament, or for a 
definition of the privileges of either House, except 
in the proceedings and decisions of each House 
respectively. That he knew of no parliamentary 
code to judge of questions depending upon the 
Judicial authority of Parliament, but the practice 
of each House, moderated or extended according 
to the wisdom of the House, and accommodated 
to the cases before them. That a question touch- 
ing the seat of a member in the Lower House, 
could only be determined by that House ; there 
was no other court where it could be tried, nor to 
which there could be an appeal from their deci- 
sion. That wherever a court of justice is supreme, 
and their sentence final (which he apprehended no 
man would dispute was the case in the House of 
Commons, in matters touching elections), the de- 
termination of that court must be received and 
submitted to as the law of the land ; for if there be 
no appeal from a judicial sentence, where shall 
that sentence be questioned, or how can it be 
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reversed? He admitted that judges might be 
corrupt, and their sentences erroneous ; but 
these were cases, for which, in respect to su- 
preme courts, the constitution had provided no 
remedy. That if they wilfully determined wrong, 
it was iniquitous indeed, and in the highest degree 
detestable. But it was a crime of which no 
human tribunal could take cognizance, and it lay 
between God and their consciences. That he 
avoided entering into the merits of the late deci- 
sion of the House of Commons, because it was a 
subject h^ was convinced the lords had no right 
to inquire into, or discuss.. That the amendment 
proposed by the noble lord threatened the most 
pernicious consequences to the nation, as it mani- 
festly violated every form and law of Parliament, 
was a gross attack upon the privileges of the 
House of Commons, and instead of promoting 
that harmony which the King had recommended, 
must inevitably throw the whok country into a 

flame. — 

[Junius. — " This man (Wilkes) has been suf- 

^ ficient to throw the met7Vpolis into aflame*.'' 
" The first act of his own administra- 
tion was to impose that tax upon America, 
which has since thrown the whole continent into 
aflame'f.'' 



• Ji^irius^ April 6, 1768, iii. 31. f Nor. 14, I768, iii. 185. 
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Hiis phrase occurring in Lord MansfkU^s speecb, 
redders it evident that such peculiarities belong 
to the reporter, ^ir Philip Francis, and not to 
the imputed speaker.] 



— * That there never was an instance of the lords 
* inquiring into the proceedings of the House of 
*^ Commons with respect to their own members; 
much less of their taking upon them to censure 
such proceedings, or of their advising the crown 
to take notice of them. If, indeed, it be the noble 
lord's design to quarrel with the House of Com- 
mons, I confess it will have that effect, and im- 
mediately. The Lower House will undoubtedly 
assert their privileges, and give you vote for vote. 
I leave it, therefore, to your lordships, to consider 
the fatal effects which may arise in such a con- 
juncture as the present, either from an open 
breach between the two Houses of Parliament, or 
between the King and the House of Commons. 
But, my lords, if I could suppose it were even 
advisable to promote a disagreement between the 
twQ Houses, I would still recommend it to you to 
take care to be in the right ; whenever I am forced 
into a quarrel, I will always endeavour to have 
justice on my side. Now, my lords, admitting the 
House of Commons to have done wrong, will it 
mend the matter for your lordships to do ten times 
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worse? and that I anr clearly conviiM^ would 
be the case, if your lordships were obliged to de- 
clare any opinion of your own, or offer any advibe 
to the Crown, on a matter in which, by the con- 
stitution of this country, you have no right what- 
ever to interfere. I will go farther, my lords ; I 
will affirm, that such a step would be as ineflGbc- 
tual as it would be irregular. Suppose the King, 
in consequence of our advice, should dissolve the 
Parliament (for that, I presume, is the true object 
of the noble lord's amendment), the next House 
of Commons that meets, if they know any thing 
of tlieir own privileges, or the laws of this coimtry, 
will undoubtedly, on the very first day of the ses- 
sion, take notice of our proceedings, and declare 
them to be a violation of the rights of the Com- 
mons. They must do so, my lords ; or they will 
shamefully betray their constituents and them- 
selves. A noble lord (Lord Marchmont) near 
me, has proposed that we should demand a con- 
ference with the other House; It would be a 
more moderate step, I confess, but equally in-- 
effectual. The Commons would never submit to 
discuss their own privileges with the Lords^ They 
would not come to a conference upon such a sub- 
ject ; or if they did come, they would soon break 
it up with indignation. If, then, the Commons 
have done wrong, I know of no remedy, but 
either that the same power should undo the mis- 
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chief they have done, or that the case should be 
provided for by an act of the legislature. That, 
indeed, might be effectual. But whether such a 
remedy be proper or, neceiSsary in tlie present 
case, or whether, indeed, it be attainable, con- 
sidering that the other House myst give their 
consent to it, is not a question now before us. If 
such a bill should be proposed, it will be regular 
and parliamentary, and we may then, with pro- 
priety, enter into the legal merits of the decision 
of the House of Commons. As for the amend- 
ment proposed by the noble lord, I object to it 
as -irregular and unparliamentary. I am per* 
suaded that it will be attended with very per- 
nicious consequences to this country, and that it 
cannot possibly produce a single gcJod one.' 



Earl of Chatham. — * My lords, there is one 

* plain maxim, to which I have invariably adhered 

* through life : That in every questmiy in which my 

* liberty ^ or my property were concerned^ I should 
^ consult and be determined by the dictates of common 



sense. 



[Six months prior to the date of this speech, 
Junius, with reference to the same subject, says : 
— " It is a point of fact, on which every English 
*' gentleman will determine for himself As to law^ 
" yerSy their profession is supported by the indis- 
" criminate defence of right and wrong, and I 
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'* confess I have not that opinion of their knotv- 
" ledge or integrity, to think it necessary that 
^^ they should decide for me upon a plain consti- 
" tutional question *."] 

—V I confess, my lords, that I am apt to distrust 
^ the refinements of learning, because I have seen the 
' ablest and the most learned men equally liable to 
^ deceive themselves, and to mislead others. The 

* condition of human nature would be lamentable 
^ indeed, if nothing less than the greatest l^uming 
' and talents, which fall to the share of so small a 
^ number of men, were sufficient to direct our judg- 
^ ment and our' conduct. But Providence has taken 
' better care of our fulness, and ^ven us, in the 
^ simpUdty of common sense, a rule for our directioDy 

* by which we shall never be misled. — 

[Junius. — " This proposition is singular enoughj 
^* and turns upon a refinement very distant from 
^' the simplicity of common sense '\.^ 

to Lord Mansfield. — " Now, my lord, 

'' without pretending to reconcile the distinctions 
" of Westminster Hall with the simpk information 
" qf common sense ^.^ 

to Woodfall. — " The Latin word mh 

*^ plea^ conveys to me an amiable character, and 



* Junius, June 22, 1769, i. 158. f Oct IQ, 1768, iii. \6§. 

I Novtmber 14, 1770, ii. 176. 
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^' nisver denotes folly. * * * With a sound heart, 
" be assured you are better gifted for happiness^ 
" than if you had been cursed with the abilities 
''ofaMansjkU'^r 

As from many instances it has been proved that 
the language belongs to the reporter, so the use of 
the phrase, " the simplicity of common sense,'' pretty 
clearly shews that he and Junius were the same.} 



-* I confess, my lords, I had no other guide in 
drawing up the amendment, which I submitted 
to your consideration; and before I heard the 
opinion of the noble lord zvho spoke last, I did not 
conceive that it was even within the limits of 
possibility for the greatest human genius^ the most 
subtle understanding y or the aoutest wit, so strangely 
to misrepresent my meaning, aiid to give it an in- 
terpretation so entirely foreign from what I in- 
tended to express, and from that sense which tl>e 
very terms of the amendment plainly and distinctly 
carry with them. If there be the smallest founda- 
tion for the censure thrown upon me by that noble 
lord, if, either expressly, or by the most distant 
implication, I have said of insinuated any part of 
what the noble lord has charged me with, discard 
iidLy opinims Jar ever, discard the motion with 
contempt. 

* My lords, I must beg the indulgence of the 



C- 



♦ Juirius, Nov. 27, 1771, i. *236. 
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^ House. Neither will my health permit me, nor 
^ do I pretend to be qualified to follow that learned 

* lord minutely through the whole of his argument 
' No man is better acquainted with his abilities and 

* learnings nor has a greater fespectfor them^ than I 

* haoe. — 

[Junius not only felt like Lord Chatham on 
this particular subject, but addressed Lord Mans- 
field in nearly similar terms : " In public affairs, 
" my lord, cunning, let it be ever so well wrought, 
" will not conduct a man honourably through life. 
" Like bad money, it may be current for a time, 
" but it will soon be cried down. It cannot con- 
" sist with a liberal spirit, though it be sometimes 
" united with extraordinary qualifications. When 
^^ I acknowledge your abilities j you may belieoe I am 
" sincere. I feel for human nature^' when I see a 
^^ numj so gifted as you are, descend to such vile 
*^ practice. Yet do not suffer your vanity to con- 
" sole you too soon. Believe me, my good lord, 
" you ape fM>t admired in the same degree in which 
" you are detested. It is ority the partiality of 
" your friends, that balances the defects of your 
" hcafi with the superiority of your understand- 
''ingV' 



" Let it be remembered, that Junius 

" never pretends to be a better lawyer than Lord 



• Junius, Nov. 14, 1770.U. 181. 
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" Mansfield. On the contrary, he takes every 
^^ opportunity to acknatvkdge the superior learning 
" and abilities of that wicked Judge*."*] 



- I have had the pleasure of sitting with him in 
the other House, and always listened to him with 
attention. I have not now lost a word of what 
Jie said, nor did I ever. Upon the present ques- 
tion I meet him without fear. . The evidence 
which truth carries with it, is superior to all argu- 
ment ; it neither wants the support, nor dreads 
the opposition of the greatest abilities. If there 
be a single word in the amendment to justify the 
interpretation which the noble lord has been 
pleased to give it, I am ready to renounce the 
whole : let it be read, my lords ; let it speak for 
itself. (It was read) — In what instance does it 
interfere with the privileges of the House of Com- 
mons? In what respegt doe^ it question their 
jurisdiction, or suppose an authority in thir 
House to arraign the justice of their sentence ? I 
am sure that every lord who hears me, will bear 
me witnes$, that I said not one word touching the 
merits of the Middlesex election; so far from 
conveying any opinion upon that matter in the 
amendment, I did not even in discourse deliver 
my own sentiments upon it. 1 did not say that 



JuNiosy Feb. 6, 177S> iii* 430. 
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the House of Commons had done either right or 
wrong; but, when his majesty was pleased to re- 
commend it to us to cultivate unanimity amongst 
ourselves, I thought it the duty of this House, as 
the great hereditary council of the crown, to state 
to his majesty the distracted condition of his do- 
minions, together with the events which had de- 
stroyed unanimity among his subjects. But, my 
lords, I stated those events merely as facts, with- 
out the smallest addition either of c^isure or of 
opinion. They are facts, my lords, which I am 
not only convinced are true, but which I know 
are indisputably true. For example, my lords, 
will any man deny that discontents prevail in 
many parts of his majesty's dominions ? or that 
those discontents arise from the proceedings of 
the House of Commons touching the declared 
incapacity of Mr. Wilkes ? 'Tis impossible : no 
man can deny a truth so notorious. Or will any 
man deny that those proceedings refused, by a 
resolution of one branch of the legislature only, 
to the subject his common right ? Is it not indis- 
putably true, my lords, that Mr. Wilkes had a 
common right, and that he lost it no other way 
but by a resolution of the House of Commons ? 
My lords, I have been tender of misrepresenting 
the House of Commons : I have consulted their 
journals, and have taken the very words of their 
own resolution. Do they not tell us in so many 
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^ words, that Mn. Wilkes having been expelled, 

* was thereby rendered incapable of serving in that 
' Parliament ! and is it not their resolution alone, 

* which refuses to the subject his common right ? 
' The amendment says farther, that the electors 

* of Middlesex are deprived of their free choice 
' of a representative. Is this a false fact^ my 

* lords ? — 

[Junius and Sir Philip Francis both make 
use of this contradiction in terms, a faUt fact. 
Vide p. 236.] 



-* or have I given an unfair representation of it ? 
Will any man presume to affirm that Colonel 
Luttrell is the free choice of the electors of 
Middlesex ? We all know the contrary. We all 
know that Mr. Wilkes (whom I mention without 
either praise or censure) was the favourite of the 
county, and chosen by a very great and acknow- 
ledged majority, to represent them in Parliament. 
If the noble lord dislikes the manner in which 
these facts are stated, I shall think myself happy 
in being advised by him how to alter it. / am 
wry little armous about terms, prodded the sub^ 
stances be preserved; and these are facts, my lords, 
which I am sure will always retain their weight 
ajid importance, in whatever form of language 
they are described. 
[Junius and Sir Philip Francis are equally 
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' desirous of avoiding disputes about words : for 
^ instances of this, vide the parallels at p. 244.] 



* Now, my lords, since I have been forced to 
enter into the explanation of an amendment, in 
which nothing less than the genius of penetration 
could have discovered an obscurity, and having, 
as I hope, redeemed myself in the opinion of the 
House, having redeemed my motion from the^ 
severe representation given of it by the noble lord, 
I must a little longer intreat your lordships' in- 
dulgence. The constitution of this country has 
been openly invaded in fact ; and I have heard 
with horror and astonishment that very invasion 
defended upon principle. What is this mysteri- 
ous power, undefined by law, unknown to the sub- 
ject, which we must not approach without awe, 
nor speak of without reverence, which no man may 
quest ion J and to which all %nen must submit ? — 

[Junius. — " The known laws of the land, the 
^ rights of the subject, the sanctity of charters, and 
' the reverence due to our magistrates, must all 
\ give way, Y/\\ho\xt^qy£stian or resistance^ to a pri- 
' vilege of which no man knows either the origin or 
extent*?"] 



— * My lords> I thought the slavish doctrine of 
^ passive obedience had long-since been exploded : 

• JuKiut, April 9, 177 1# iii. 373. 
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and, when our kings were obliged to confess that 
their title to the crown, and the rule of their 
government, had no other foundation than the 
known laws of the lan^, I never expected to hear 
a divine right, or a divine infallibiUty, attributed 
to any other branch of the legislature. My lords, 
I beg to be understood; no man respects the 
House of Commons more than I do, or would 
contend more strenuously than I would, to pre- 
serve them their just and legal authority. Within 
the bounds prescribed by the constitution, that 
authority i^- necessary to the well-being of tlie 

• 

people : beyond that Kne, every exertion of power 
is arbitrary, is illegal ; it threatens tyranny to the 
people, and destruction to the state. Power 
without right is the most odious and detestable 
object that cati be offered to the human imagina- 
tion : it is not only pernicious to those who are 
subject to it, but tends to its own destruction. It 
is what my noble friend (Lord Lyttleton) has 
truly described it. Res detestabilis et caduca. — 
[Sir Philip Francis quotes this sentence in 
his Essay on the Regency : — " I heard it from 
" Lord Chatham, that power without right is the 
" most odious and detestable object that can be of- 
'^ fered to the human imagination. It is at once, 
" res detestabilis et caduca'^ Yet though the 
words power without right are here attributed to 
Lord Chatham, there is good ground for believ- 

u 
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ing that they are derived from the reporter, since 
we find they constitute a favourite phrase with him 
and Junius. Vide the paraUels, at p. 242.] 

— * My lords, I acknowledge the^just power, and 

* reverence the constitution of the House of Com* 
^ mons. It is for their own sakes that I would 
' prevent their assuming a power which the consti- 

* tution has denied them, lest by grasping at an 

* authority they haoe no right tOy they skmMJot^fdt 
' that which they legally possess. — 

[Junius. — " In my opinion, you grasp at the 
in^ossibky and lose the really attainable *."] ' 



-ii 



— -* My lords, I affirm that they have bdrayed their 
* constituents^ and violated the constitution' — 

[Junius recommends it to be left to the people 
to ^^ determine by their conduct at a future elec-^ 
^' tion, whether or no it be in reality the genered 
'^ sense of the nation that, their rights have been 
arbitrarily invaded by the present House of Com^ 
nwnsy and the constitution betrayed '\r\ 






' Under pretence of declaring the law, they have 
' made a law, and united in the same persons the 
* office of legislator and of judge. — 

[Junius observes : " That legislation and juris- 

m 

• Junius, 1771, i. •277. t !>«. 19, 17(59, iL 88. 
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^' dictien are united in the same persons^ and exer* 
** cised at the same moment ; and that a court 
'^ from which there is no appeal, assumes an 
" original jurisdiction in a criminal case,* " &c. 

" The crime, Uke the punishmeni, was in 

" their cfwn bosom. They were ex post facto kgis- 
" latars. They were parties ; they were judges ; 
*^ and, instead of a court of final judicature, acted 
'' as a court of criminal jurisdiction in the first 
^* instance f." 

FRAf^cis. ^^ This tribunal abandons the wise 
and ancient separation of the verdict from the 
judgment y and unites in the same persons^ the ver- 
^^ dkty the explamaion of the law, and the sen- 

*UenceP' 

" The truth of these principles is ac- 

*^ knowledged by the spirit and caution of our 

" penal laws in every other instance, by the care 

*^ they take in all criminal proceedings, to separate 

** the interest from the judgment, and the judgment 

^from the execution. They will not suffer such 

^^ characters and powers to be united in one person^ ; 

" nor are they united in any civilized society upon 

" earth, except in our West India islands ||.'3 

— * I shall endeavour to adhere strictly to the 

♦ Junius, ii. 237. t iii. 348. % Speech, March 7» 1786. 

§ Vide also the parallels at p. ^5. \\ Speech, April 18, 1791- — ^Vide 
Proceedings, p. 4. 

u 2 . 
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^ noble lord's doctrine, which is indeed impossible 

* to mistake, so far as my memory will permit me 

* to preserve his expressions. He seems fond of 
^ the word jurisdiction ; and I confess, with the 

* force and effect which he has given it, it is a word 

* of copious meaning and wonderful extent. If his 

* lordship's doctrine be well founded, we must re- 
' nounce all those political maxims by which our 
' understandings have hitherto been directed, and 

* even the first elements of learning taught us in 
' our schools when we were school-boys. My 
' lords, we knew that jurisdiction was nothing more 
^ than Jus dicere ; we knew that Legem facerc 
' and Legem dicere were powers clearly distin- 

* guished from each other in the nature of things, 

* and wisely separated by the wisdom of the En- 
' glish Constitution ; but now, it seems, we must 

* adopt a new system of thinking. The House of 

* Commons, we are told, hcpoe a supreme jurisdktian ; 
' and there is no 'appeal from their sentence ; arid 

* that wherever they are competent judges, their 

* decision must be received and submitted to, as 
' ipso facto, the law of the land. — . 

[Junius. — " You have hitherto maintained 
" that the House if Commons are the sole judges of 
*^ their awn prvoileges, and that their declaration 
" does, ipsofacto, constitute the law of Parliament'^.'*] 



* Juviuf, May 9S, 1771> ii* S40. 
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— ^ My lordSy I am a plain many and have beea 
' brought up in a religious reverence for the original 
* simplicity of the laws of England. — 

[Junius on the same subject: — " Is this th6 
^^ law of parliament, or is it not ? I am a plain 
^^ many Sir, and cannot follow you through the 
" phlegmatic forms of an oration*." 

Again, referring to the same part of Lord Mans* 
field's speech to which Lord Chatham alludes, and 
in the same words, though this report was then only 
in manuscript, he adds : ^^ Suffer me then, for I am 
** a plain unlettered many to continue that style of 
" interrogation which suits my capacity f-"] 



— * By what sophistry they have been perverted, by 
what artifices they have been involved in obscu- 
rity, is not for me to explain; the principles^^ 
however, of the English laws are still sufficiently 
clear : they are founded in reason, and are the 
master-piece of the human understanding ; but it 
is in the text that I would look for a direction to 
my judgment, not in the commentaries of modem 
professors. The noble lord assures us,, that be 
knows not in what code the law of Parliament is 
to be found ; that the House of Commons^ when 
they act as judges, haoe no law to direct them but 
their own wisdom ; that their decision is law ; and 



* JuKius, May SB, I77i» u* SSQ. 
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* if they determine wrong, the subject has no i^peal 

* but to Hecwen. What then, my lords, are aM the 
' generous efforts of our ancestors, are all thos^ glori- 

* ous contentions, by which they meant to secure to 
' themselves, and to transmit to their posterity a 
*• known law, a certain rule of living ; reduced to 

* this conclusion, that instead of the arbitrary power 

* of a king J we must submit to the arbitrary power of 

* an House of Commons ? If this be true, what 

* benefit do we derive from the exchange ? Tyranny^ 

* mij hrdSy is detestable in every shape ; but in none 
' so formidable as when it is assumed and exercised 
' by a rmmber of tyrants. But, my lords, this id 
' not the fact, this is not the constitution ; we have 

* a law of Parliament, we have a code in which 

* every honest man may find it. We haoe Magna 

* Charta, we have the Statute book, and the Bill 
'of Rights.— 

[Junius. — " 7%e House of Commons judge of 
" their chm prroileges without (^fpeal : they may 
'* take offence at the most innocent action, and 
" imprison the person who offends them during 
*' their arbitrary will and pleasure. The party has 
" no remedy ; he cannot appeal from their jurisdkr 
^ iion ; and if he questions the privilege, which he 
'^ is supposed to have violated, it becomes an ag- 
" gravation of his offence. Surely, Sir, this doc-- 
" trine is not to be found in Magna Charta. If it 
'^ be admitted without limitation, I affirm that 
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^^ there is trnther law nor liberty in this kingdom. 
" fFe are the slaves of the House of Commons^ and 
" through them we are the slwoes of the king and his 
" ministers */' * * * 

" The people will grow weary of their 

" condition, and surrender every thing into the 
" king's hands, rather than submit to be trampled 
** on any longer hy Jive hundred of their equals f." 

" The power of the legislature is limited, 

*' not only by the general principles of natural 
^* justice, and the welfare of the community, but 
" by the forms and principles of our particular 
" constitution. If this doctrine be not true, we 
^^ must admit, that King, Lords, and Commons 
" have no rule to direct their resolutions^ but merely 
" their own wiU and pleasure. They might unite 
'^ the legislative and executive power in the same 
'^ hands, and dissolve the constitution by an act of 
'^ Parliament But I am persuaded you will not 
^^ leave it to the choice of seven hundred persons, 
" notoriously corrupted by the crown, whether 
^^ seven millions of their equals shall be freemen 
** or slaves J." 

The first of these paragraphs could only 
proceed from some person who had heard the 
speech, and who took notes, which would furnish 

• Juwiut, April 0, 1771, iii. 374. t April 9, Mil, iii. 379. 
X Dec. 1771,1.6. 
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him with this correct trdnscript of it more tfaati a 
year after : and fronj the resemblance which the 
extract bears to the speech, there is as httte doubt 
that this person was the present reporter.] 



— ' If a case should arise unknown to these ^^eat 

* authorities, we have still that plain English rea- 
^ son left, which is the foundation of all our English 

* jurisprudence. That reason tells us, Itiat every 
^ judicial court, and every political society, must be 

* vested with those powers and privileges.which are 

* necessary for performing the office to which they 
^ are appointed. It tells us also, that no court of 

* justice can have a power inconsistent with, or pa* 

* ramount to, the known laws of tlie land : that the 

* people when tliey choose their representatives^ 

* never mean to convey to them a power ot invad- 

* ing the rights, or trampling upon the liberties of 

* those whom they represent. What security would 

* they have for their rights, if once they admitted^ 
/ that a court of judicature might determine every 
^ question that came before it, not by any knawn^ 

* positive law J but by the vague, indeterminate^ ar- 

* bitrary rule, of what the noble lord is pleased to 

* call the Wisdom of the Court ? — 

[Junius, on the same occasion says to Lord 
Mansfield : — " Instead of those certain^ pasitioe 
" rules, by which the judgment of a court of law 
" should invariably be determined, you have fondly 



JUNIUS IDENTIFIED. 



297 



II 
H 
it 

ii 
U 
t< 
it 

it 
a 
a 



introduced your own unsettled notions of equity 
and substantial justice. Decisions given upon 
such principles do not alarm the public so much 
as they ought, because tlie consequence and ten- 
dency of each particular instance is not observed 
or regarded. In the mean-time the practice 
gains ground; tlie Court of King's Bench be- 
comes a court of equity, and the judge, instead 
of consulting strictly the law of the land, refers 
only to the wisdom of the court, and to the pyrity 
of his own conscience*."] 



— * With respect to the decision of the courts of 
justice, I am far from denying them their due 
weight and authority ; yet, placing them in the 
most respectable view, I still consider them, not 
as law, but as an evidence of the law ; ^d befom 
they can arrive even at that degree of authority, it 
must appear, that they are founded in, and con- 
firmed by, reason; that they are supported by 
precedents taken from good and moderate times ; 
that they do not contradict any positive law ; that 
they are submitted to without reluctance, by the 
people ; that they are unquestioned by the legis- 
lature (which is equivalent to a tacit confirma- 
tion) ; and, what, in my judgment, is by far the 
most important, that they do not violate the spirit 



• Juxiut^NoT. 14, 1770, ii. 164. 
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iftht congtitutim. My lords, this is not a vague 
or loose expression : we all know what the con* 
stitution is ; we all know, that the first principle 
of it is, that the subject shall not be governed by 
the ar^itrium of any one man, or body of men 
(less than the whole legislature), but by certain 
laws, to which he has virtually given his consent, 
which afe open to him to examine, and not be- 
yond his ability to understand. Now, my lords, 
I affirm, and am ready to maintain, that the late 
decision of the House of Commons upon the 
Middlesex election, is destitute of every one of 
those properties and conditions which I hold to be 
essential to the legality of such a decision. It is 
not founded in reason; for it carries with it a 
contradiction, that the representative should per- 
form the office of the constituent body. It is not 
supported by a single precedent ; for the case of 
Sir R. Walpole is but a half precedmt^ and even 
that half is imperfect. — 
[Junius on the Middlesex question, about six 
months before this speech was delivered, makes 
the sanie remarks. — ^^ I do not mean to admit 
" that the«late resolution of the House of Com- 
'* mons is defensible on general principles q& reason^ 
*' any more than in law. * * * There is no 
'' statute existing by which that specific disability 
** which we speak of is created.* * * There is no 
'* precedent^ in all the. proceedings of the House of 
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^^ Commons, which comes entirely home to the 
" (H'esent case*." 

' ". He takes advantage eagerly of the 

*^ first resolution, by which Mr. fFalpoles incapa- 
** city is declared ; but as to the two following, by 
" which the candidate with the fewest votes was 
" declared ^ not dtily ekctedj and the election itself 
" vacated, I dare say he would be well satisfied 

• 

** if they were for ever blotted out of the journals 
^ of the House of Commons. In fair argument) 
^^ no part of a precedent should be admitted, unless 
** the whole of it be given us together. The author 
" has divided his precedent^ for he knew that, if 
" taken together, it produced a consequence di- 
" rcctly the reverse of that which he endeavours to 
" draw from a vote of expulsionf."] 

-^^ Incapacity was indeed declared, but his crimM 
* are stated as the ground of the resolution, and his 
' tfpponera was declared to be not duly elected^ even 
\after his incapacity was established. — 

[Junius. — " Now, Sir, to my understanding, 
'^ no proposition of this kind can be more evident, 
" than that the House of Commons, by this very 
" vote, themselves understood, and meant to de- 
" clare, that Mr. Walpok's incapacity arose from 

• Juviut, Joly 19» 1700) i. 176. f Ai:^.^, 176d> i. 814. 
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^ the crimes he bad committed, not from the pu- 
' nishment the House annexed to them. * * * They 
' respected the rights of the people, while they 
^ asserted their own. They did not infer from 
^ Mr. Walpoles incapacity that his opponent was 
^ duly elected ; on the contrary, they declared Mr. 

* Taylor ' not duly eleetedj and the election itself 

* void. * * * The present House of Commons have 
' neither statute^ nor custom, nor reason^ nor one 

* single precedent to support them *."] 



-* It contradicts Magna Charta and the Bill of 

* Rights, by which it is provided, that no subject 
' shall be deprived of his freehold, unless by the 
' judgment of his peers, or the law of the land ; and 
^ that elections of members to serve in Parliameqt 
^ shall be free ; and so far is this decision from 
' being submitted to by the people, that they have 
^ taken the strongest measures, and adopted the 
^ most positive langua^ to express their discontent 
' Whether it will be questioned by the legislature, 

* will depend upon your lordships' resolution ; but 
^ that it violates the spirit of the constitution^ will, 
' I think, be disputed by no man who has heard 
' this day's debate, and who wishes well to the 
^ ireedom of his country ; — 

* Juviuf, Ai:^. S, 17C9, L 816. 
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[Junius. — " He not only betrays his master, 
** but violates the spirit of the English canstitu- 
''tim*:' 

" How long, and to what extent, a king 

of England may be protected by the forms, when 
he violates the spirit of the constitution^ deserves 
" to be considered f-" '' 

Here again we find the same peculiar phrases 
in both productions. The sentiments may be those 
of Lord Chatham, but the language belongs to 
Junius.] 

* — ^yet, if we are to believe the noble lord, this 
^ great grievance, this manifest violation of thejirst 

* principles of the constitution^ will not admit of a 

* remedy ; is not even capable of redress, unless 

* we appeal at once to Heaven. — 

[Junius. — " Far from discovering a spirit bold 
" enough tb invade the first rights of the people, 
" and the^rst principles (^ the constitution X."" 

" But when I see questions of the 

" highest national importance, carried as they have 
" been, and the Jirst principles of the constitution 
" openly violated, without argument or decency, I 
" confess I give up the cause in despair §.*']. 



• Junius^ April 3, 1770« ii. 126. f Dec 1771, i. 410. t April 
94, 1769, i. 126. f May 30, 1769, i. 13©. 
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^ — My lords, I have better hopes of the am- 

* fltitution, and a firmer confidence in the wisdom 
^ and constitutional authority of this House. It s» 
^ your ancestors, my lords, — it is to the Engtirii 

* barons that we are indebted for the laws and 
^ constitutioh we possess. Their virtues were 

* rude and uncultivated, but they were great and 
' sincere. Their understandings were as litde 
' polished as their manners, but they had hearts to 
' distinguish right from wrong ; they had heads to 
^ distinguish truth from falsehood ; they understood 
^ the rights of humanity, and they had spirit to 

* maintain them. — 

[There is a celebrated passage in Junius, weicy 
similar to this both in spirit and construction. 

Junius. — " Their speech is rude, but intelli- 
" gible ; their gestures fierce, but fiill of explana- 
" tion. Perplexed by sophistries, their honest 
** eloquence rises into action. The first appeal 
" was to tlie integrity of their representatives ; the 
'^ second to the king s justice ; the last argument 
" of the people, whenever they have recourse to it, 
" will carry more, perhaps, than persuasion to the 
" Parliament, or supplication to the throne*."] 

— * My lords, I think that history has npt ^one 

* Juviufl, April 3, 1770, ii. 134. 
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justice to their conduct, when they obtained from 
their sovereign that great acknowledgment of na- 
tional rights contained in Magna Charta: they 
did not confine it to themselves alone, but de- 
livered it as a common blessing to the whole 
people. They did not say, these are the rights of 
the great barons, or these are rights of the great 
prelates : — No, my lords ; they said, in the simple 
Latin of the times, nullus liber hoTno, and pro- 
vided as carefully for the meanest subject as for 
the greatest. These are uncouth words, and 
sound but poorly in the ears of scholars ; neither 
are thiey addressed to the criticism of scholars, 
but to the hearts of free men. These three 
words, nullus liber homoy have a meaning which 
interests us all ; they deserve to be remembered 
— they deserve to be inculcated in our minds — 
they are worth all the classics* Let us not, then, 
degenerate from the glorious example of our an* 
c^tors. Those iron barons (for so I may call 
them when compared with the ^Iken barons of mo- 
dem days), were the guardians of the people ;-*- 

[Junius. — " When the bloody Barrington, 
^ that sUken fawning courtier at St. James's, &c *." 

Francis. — " If this poor spiteful invective 
^ had been uttered by a man of no consequence or 
^ repute; by any light, trifling, inconsiderate per- 



Juvius, Feb. 17, 1772, iii. 431. 
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son ; by a lord of the bed-chamber, for example, 
" or any of the other silken barons of modem days, 
" he should have heard it with indifference/* 
Fide p. 183. 

The epithet, in its application, is an uncom- 
mon one. But we may observe of this last quo^ 
tation, that it bears other marks of agreement with 
Junius. , His opinion of noblemen was expressed 
in terms not more favourable than the above. 

Junius. — " At the same time that I think it 

* good policy to pay those compliments to Lord 
' Chatham, which, in truth, he has nobly de- 
^ served, I should be glad to mortify those con- 

* temptible creatures who call themsehes nobkmeny 
' whose worthless importance depends entirely upon 
' their influence over boroughs *•"] 



— ^yet their virtues, my lords, were never en- 
gaged in a question of such importance as the 
present. A breach has been made in the con- 
stitution — the battlements are dismantled -^the 
citadel is open to the first invader — the walls 
totter — the constitution is not tenable. — What 
remains then, but for us to stand foremost .in the 
breach, to repair it, or perish in it? 
' Great pains have been taken to alarm us with 
^ the consequences of a difference between the two 



• JuKiBs, i. •2go« 
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Houses of Parliament^ — that the House of Com- 
mons will resent our presuming to take notice of 
their proceedings ; that they will resent our daring 
to advise the crown, and never forgive us for at- 
tempting to save the state. My lords, I am sen- 
sible of 'the importance and difficulty of this great 
crisis : at a mom^:it 3uch as this, we are called upon 
to do our duty, without dreading the resentment 
of any man. But if apprehensions of this kind are 
to affect us, let us consider which we ought to re- 
spect most — the representative, or the collective 
body of the people. My lords, five hundred gen- 
tlemen are not ten millions ; and if we must have 
a contention, let us take care to have the English 
nation on our side. If this question be given up, 
the freeholders of England are reduced to a con- 
dition baser than the peasantry of Poland. If 
they desert their own cause, they deserve to be 
slaves! My lords, this is not merely the oM 
opinion of my understandings but the glowing eay 
pression of what I feel. It is my heart that 
speaks. — 

[Junius. — " The cold formality of a well re- 
peated lesson, is widely distant from the animated 
expression of the heart*.'' 

' '*^ Forgive this passionate language. I 



• April 3, 1770, ii. l«4. 



306 



JUNIUS mENTmSD. 



" am unable to correct it. The subject comes home 
" to us all. It is the langtioge of my heart*. ^ 

— * I know I speak warmly, my lords ; but this 

* warmth shall neither betray my argument nor my 

* temper. The kingdom is in ajlame. — 

[For the same expression in Junius tod Sir 
Philip Francis, vide the parallels at p. 101, 
and 378, with the inference there drawn.] 

* As mediators between the king and people, it is 

* our duty to represent to him the true condition smd 
' temper of his subjects. It is a duty which no par- 
- ticular respects should hinder us from performing ; 
^ and whenever his Majesty shall demand our advice, 

* it will then be our duty to inquire more minutely 

* into the causes of the present discontents. When- 

* ever that inquiry shall' come on, I pledge myself to 

* the House to prove, that since the first institution 
' of the House of Commons, not a single precedent 
^ can be produced to justify their late proceedings. 

* My noble and learned friend (the Lord Chancel- 

* lor) has pledged himself to the House, that he 
^ will support that assertion. 

' My lords, the character ieuid circumstances of 

* Mr. Wilkes have been very improperly introduced 



• September 30, 1771, ii. 344. 



JUNIUS roENTIFIED. 



307 



J 



into this question, not only here, but in that court 
of judicature where his cause was tried : I mean 
the House of Commons. With one party he was a 
patriot of the first magnitude : with the other the 
vilest incendiary. For my awn party I consider 
him merely and indifferently as an English subjecli 
possessed of certain rights which the laws have 
given him, and which the laws alonecan take fiDm 
him. I am neither moved by his private vices, nor 
by his public merits. In his person^ though he 
were the m>rst afmeriy I contend for the safety 
and security (f the best ; and, God forbid, my 
lords^ that there should be a power in this country 
of Ttteasming the civil rights of the subject by his 
moral character ^ or by any other rule but the 
^Jixed laws of the land! — 

[Junius, nine. months before this speech, ad- 
vocates the cause of Wilkes on the same ground, 
and in language so little dissimilar, that we are 
constrained to believe he had some share in the 
above.-~" For my own part, my lord, I ^m proud 
"to affirm, that if I had been weak enough to form 
*^ such a friendship, I would never have been base 
** enough to betray it But let Mr. WiUces^s cha- 
" racter be what it may^ this is al least certain, that, 
'^ circumstanced as he is with regard to the public, 
*' even his vices plead for him. The people of 
England have too much discernment to suffer 
your grace to take advantage of thefoUirigs of a 
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** private character^ to establish a precedent by which 
" the public liberty is affected, and which you may 
'^ hereafter, with equal ease and satisfaction, evT^jQifcy 
" to the ruin of the best men of the kingdom 
^^ But the laws of England shall not be violatedj 
"even by your holy zeal to oppress a sinner; and 
" though you have succeeded in making him the 
" tool, you shall not make him the victim of your 
"ambition*."] 

* — J believe, my lords, I shall not be suspect- 
^ ed of any personal partiality to this unhappy 
' man : I am not very conversant in pamphlets or 

* newspapers ; but, from what I have heard, and from 

* the little I have read, I may venture to affirm, that 

* I have had my share in the compliments which have 

* come from that quarter; and as for motives of am- 
' bition (for I must take to myself a. part of the no- 

* ble duke's insinuation), I believe, my lords, there 
^ have been times in which I have had the honour of 
' standing in such favour in the closet, that there 

* must have been something extravagantly imrea- 

* sonable in my wishes if they might not all have been 

* gratified : after neglecting those opportunities, I 
' am now suspected of coming forward in the decline 
^ of life, in the anxious pursuit of wealth and power, 
^ which it is impossible for me to aijoy. Be it so ; 

• AprU 10, 1769* »• 120i 
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* there is one anJntion at least which I ever will ac- 

* knowledge, which I will not renounce but with my 

* life. It is the ambition of delivering to myposteri- 

* iy those rights of freedom which I have received 
^from my ancestors. — 

[Junius again anticipates Lord Chatham :-— 
" To transfer the right of election from the collec- 
" tive to the representative body of the people, con- 
^^ tradicts all those ideas of a House of Commons 
" which they have received from thdr forefathers, 
" and which they have already, though vainly per- 
" haps, delivered to their children*'' 

•* We owe it to our ancestors to preserve 

" entire those rights which they have delivered to 
** our care : we awe it to eur posterity not to suffer 
" their dearest inheritance to be destroyed f." 

Francis. — " To destroy their constitution is 
*^ beyond their competence. It is the inheritance 
" of the unborn as well as theirs. What we have 
" recehedfrom our ancestors, we are morally and 
" religiously bound, as well as by our laws, to 
" transmit to posterity :j:."] 

" There is one ambition at least, which I 

^* Wjill not renounce but with my life. It is the am- 
*^ bition of delivering to my posterity those rights of 

• July 8, 1769, i 170. t Aug. 8, I76&, i. «23. 

X On the Regency, vide p. 222. 
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Jreedom, which I haoc recaoed frmn rmf rnir 
" c€stars*J" 



— ' lam not fiow pleading the cause of an zfldioidualy 
* but of everyfreeholder in England. — 

[Junius. — " Be assured that the laws, which 
*' protect us in our civil ri^ts, grow out of the 
•^ constitution, and that they must fall or flourish 
" with it This is not 4he cause of faction or of 
" party y or of any individualy but the common interest 
" of every man in jBri/^mt."] 



- In what manner this House may constitutiooally 
interpose in their defence, and what kind of redress 
this case will require and admit of, is not at 
present the subject of Qur consideration. The 
amendment, if agreed to, will naturally lead us to 
such an inquiry. That inquiry may, perhaps, 
point out the necessity of an act of the le^lature^ 
or it may lead us, perhaps, to desire a conference 
with the other House ; which one noble lord af- 
firms is the only parliamentary way of proceeding; 
and which another nol^le lord assures u& the 
House of Commons would either not oome to, of 



* Motto to Essay on the R^ency^ mde p. 215^ and the inference 
p. 143. 

t Junius^ December, Mil, i. 3. 
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^ would break off with indignation. Leaving their 

* lordships to reconcile that matter between them^ 
^ selves, I shall only say, that before we have 

* inquired, we cannot be provided with materials, 
^ consequently we are not at present prepared for a 

* conference. 

^ It is possible, my lords, that the inquiry I 
^ speak of may lead us to advise his Majesty to 
^ dissolve the present Parliament ; nor have I any 

* doubt of our right to give that advice, if we should 

* think it necessary. His Majesty will then deter- 
' mine whether he will yield to the united petitions 
^ of the people of England, or maintain the House 

* erf Commons in the exercise of a legislative power, 

* which heretofore abolished the House of Lords, and 

* aoertumed the monarchy. . 

[Junius. — " By depriving a subject of his birth- . 
" ri^t, they have attributed to their own vote an 
<^ authority equal to an act of the whole le^slature; 
" and, though perhaps not with the same motives^ 
" hofoe strictly foUowed the example of the long Par-- 
^^ Uamenty whkh first declared the regal qffSce useless^ 
*^ and soon after with as little ceremony dissolved the 
" Ibuse of Lords. The same pretended power 
" which robs an English subject of his birth-righty 
" may rob an English king of his crown *.] 



* Juvius^ December 19^ 1769^ ii. 83. 
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— ^ I willingly acquit the present House of Ccm^ 
^ mons of haying actually formed so detestable a 
' design ; but they cannot themselves foresee to 

* what excesses they may be carried hereafter ; and 

* for my own part, / should be sorry to trust to their 
^future moderation. Unlimited power is apt to 

* corrupt the minds of those who possess it ; and 
' this I know, my lords, that where knv ends, 

* tyranny begins ! ' 

[Junius. — " Versed as your Majesty undoubt- 
'^ edly is in the English history, it cannot easily 
" escape you, how much it is your interest, as well 
" as your duty, to prevent one of the three estates 
" from encroaching upon the province of the other 
^ two, or assuming the authority of them all. When 
" once they have departed from the great consti- 
'^ tutional line, by which all their proceedings should 
** be directed, who will answer for their future nuh 
*^ deration ? Or what assurance will they give you, 
" that, when they have trampled upon their equals, 
^ they will submit to a superior ? Your Majesty 
" may kam hereafter how nearly the slave . aad 
" tyrant are allied *." 

In the last two extracts the train of thought pur- 
su€id by Junius, is that which Lord Chatham 
or his reporter afterwards followed. Nor is. it only 
in the line of argument that we paay observe this 

* fvmvB, Dec. IQ, 170di ii* 84. 
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similarity : — ^Ihe speech verbally resembles the com- 
position of Junius. Another particular in which 
the speech and the extracts remarkably agree, is in 
the prophetic announcement of the dangerous con- 
sequences which might ensue to the king, from 
maintaining and abetting the House of Commons 
in the exercise of an unlawful degree of power. 
This possible stretch of authority, it has been 
already observed, was assumed on a memorable 
occasion, when Sir Philip Francis in his own 
person, protested against it with as much energy 
and consistency, as if he had spoken in the name 
of Lord Chatham, or had written under that (f 
Junius.] 

" The amendment was negatived. But in con- 
sequence of this strong and public arraignment of 
the ministry, several of them resigned. Lord 
Chatham's information of the proceedings of the ' 
cabinet council was supposed to have been derived ' 
firom Lord Camden^ who, at that time, was l(H*d 
chancellor; and he having this day divided with 
Lord Chatham, the great seal was immediately 
taken from him *." 

* Almon*8 Anecdotes of Loid Chatham, ii. p. 107. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
SPEECHES OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 

"On the twenty-second of January , [1770] the 
Marquis of Rockingham moved for fixing a d&y to 
take into coQsideration the state of the nation. 
^ The object of his lordship's speech* was to 

* shew, that the present unhappy condition of affairs, 
' and the universal discontent of the people, did not 
^ arise from any immediate temporary cause, but 
^ had grown upon us by degrees, from the moment 
' of his Majesty's accession to the throne. That 
^ the persons in whom his Majesty then ccxifided 
^ had introduced a total chai^ io liie old sysd^em of 
^ English government — ^that they had adopted a 

* maxim which must prove £sital to the liberties of 

* this country, viz. " That the royal prerogative 
' alone was sufficient to support government, to 

* whatever hands the administration should be com-- 

• ." This speech^ the answer of the Duke of Grafton, and Lord 
Chatham's replj, are printed from the notes of the same gentleman 
who communicated the three preceding speeches, made on the firrt 
day of the session. They have none of them been printed before. 
It was necessary to insert Lord Rockingham's and the Duke of 
Grafton's speeches, because they are inliiroductory to Lord Chat> 
ham's."— Abfe ly Almon.'^^Ihr the same reason they are reprinted here. 
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mitted ;" and be could trace the operation of this 
princi{^ through every act of government, since 
the accession, in which those persons could be 
supposed to have any influence. Their first exer- 
tion of the prerogative was to make a peace con- 
trary to the wishes of the nation, and on terms 
totally disproportioned to the successes of the war; 
but as they felt themselves unequal to the conduct 
of a war, they thought a peace, on any conditions] 
necessary for their own security and permanence 
in administration. He then took notice of those 
odious tyrannical acts of power, by which an ap- 
probation of the peace had been obtained. And 
he mentioned the general sweep through every 
branch and department of administration : the re- 
moves not naerely confined to the higher employ- 
ments, but carried down, with the minutest cruelty, 
to the lowest offices of the state ; and numberless 
innocent families, which bad subsisted on^ salaries 
from fifty to two hundred pounds a year, turned 
out to misery and ruin, ivith as little regard to the 
rules of justice, as to the common feelings of com- 
passion. That their ideas of taxation were marked 
by the same principle. The argument urged for 
taxing the cyder counties, viz. " The equity of 
placing them on the same footing with others, 
where malt liquors were, chiefly used,'' was too 
obvious to escape the attention of former mini- 
sters ; but former ministers paid more regard to 
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the liberties of the people, than to the improve- 
ment of the reyenue. That the object of the 
cyder act, or the effect of it, at least, was not so 
much to increase the revenue, as to extend the 
laws of excise, ajnid open the doors of private men 
to the offices of the xnrown. 

' Without entering into the right of taxing 
America, it was evident, that since the revenue 
expected to arise from that measure was allowed 
to be very inconsiderable, the real purpose of 
government must have been to increase the num- 
ber of their officers in that country, and conse- 
quently the strength of the prerogative. 

' He then took notice of the indecent manner 
with which the debt upon the king's civil list had 
been laid before, and provided for, by Parliament. 
No account offered — no inquiry permitted to be 
made — ^not even the decent satisfaction ^ven to 
Parliament oi an assurance that in future such 
extraordinary expenses should be avoided. On 
the contrary, the king's speech o. that occasion 
had been so cautiously worded, that, far from 
engaging to avoid such exceedings for the future, 
it intimated plainly that the expenses of the king's 
civil government could not be confined within the 
revenue granted by Parliament. — That as the na- 
tion was heavily burthened by the expense, they 
were no less grossly insulted by the manner in 
which that burthen was laid upon them. That, 
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in certain grants lately made by the crown, the 
ministry had adhered to their principle of carrying 
the prerog^ve to its utmost extent. No right of 
property — ^no continuance of possession had been 
considered. But, if these had been weaker than 
they were, he thought some respect was due to 
the memory of the great prince by whom these 
grants had been made ; and, in common justice 
to the noble duke *, whose property had been in- 
vaded, the ministry should, at least, have avoided 
that hurry and precipitation, which had hardly left 
his grace time to defend his rights ; and by which 
the ministry themselves seemed to confess their 
measures would not bear a more deliberate mode 
of proceeding. But the purposes of an election 
were to be served ; and the person, benefited by 
tins measure, was supposed to be a better friend 
to administration than the noble duke, whose pro- 
perty had been arbitrarily transferred to another. 
And when, vponoccasion qf'\ this extraordinary 
measure, and to quiet the minds of the people, a 
bill had been brought into Parliament for securing 
the property of the subject, it had been rejected 
the first year, and violently resisted the second ; 
but the justice and necessity of it had prevailed 
over the influence, and favourite maxims of the 
adminbtration. That the afi&irs of the external 



* Duke of Portland. 

t For this phrase in Junius^ see p. 235 of the present volume. 
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part of tlie empire had been managed with the 
Mme want of wisdom, and had been brought into 
nearly the same condition with those at home. 
In Ireland he saw the Parliament prorogued, 
(which probably led to a dissolution) and the 
affairs of that kingdom left unprovided for, and in 
the greatest confusion. That in America mear 
sures of violence had been adopted, and it had 
been the uniform language and doctrine of the 
ministry to force that country to submit. That, 
in his own opinion, violence would not do thercy 
and he hoped it would not do here. But even if 
a plan of force were adviseable, why had it not 
been adhared to? Why did they not adopt and 
abide by some one system of conduct ? That the 
king's speeches and the language of the ministry 
at home had denounced nothing but war and 
vengeance a^dnst a rebellious people, whilst his 
majesty's governors abroad were instructed to 
convey to them the gentlest promises of relief and 
satisfaction. His lordship here referred to Lord 
Bottetort's speech to the assembly of Virginia, in 
May 1769» out of which he recited d passage in 
point. The passage was this :—^* I think myself 
peculiarly fortunate to be able to inform you, that 
by a letter, dated May the 1 Sth, I have been as- 
sured by the Earl of Hillsborough, that his 
majesty's present administration have at no time 
entertained a design to propose to Parliament to 
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lay any further taxes upon America^ for the pur- 
pose of raising a revenue, and that it is their in- 
tention to propose, in the next session of Parlia- 
ment, to take off the duties upon glass, paper, 
and colours, upon consideration of such duties 
having bieen laid contrary to the true principles of 
comm6rce/' 

' With respect to foreign afiairs, he thought it 
highly necessary to inquire, why France had been 
permitted to make so considerable an acquisition 
as the island of Corsica? That no man could 
deny, that this island would prove a great ad- 
dition to the strength of France, with respect to 
her marine ; both from its harbours, and the tim- 
ber it produced. He thought thig attempt of 
France was not only unjust in itself, but directly 
contrary to certain stipulations in the treaty pf 
Aix-la-Chapelle, confirmed by that of 1763, by 
which it was determined and settled, " That the 
republic of Genoa should be entirely re-established 
and maintained in aU its former states and pos- 
sessions ; and that, for the advantage and main- 
tenance of the peace in general, for the tranquil- 
lity of Italy in particular, all things should remain 
there in the condition they were in before the 



war. 



» 



* His lordship added. That he had not dwelt 
so strongly as he might have done, upon that 
great invasion of the constitution, which had now 
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thrown tfnswhtde country into a Jhme^: the people 
were sufficiently alarmed for their rights, and he 
did not doubt but that matters would be duly in- 
quired into. But he considered it only as the 
point to which all the other measures of the ad- 
ministration had tended. That when the ccHisti- 
tution was violated, we should not content our- 
selves with repairing the sin^e breach, but look 
back into tlie causes, and trace the principles which 
had produced it, in order, not merely to restore 
the constitution to present health, but, if possible, 
make it invulnerable hereafter. 

' Upon the whole, he recommended it strongly 
to their lordships, to fix an early day ior taking 
into their consideration the state of this country in 
all its relations and dependencies, forei^, provin- 
cial, and domestic; for we had been injured in 
them all. ' That consideration would, he hoped, 
lead their lordships to advise the crown not only 
how to correct past errors, but how to establish a 
system of goyemment more wise, more permanait, 
better suited to the genius of the people, and, s^t 
least, consistent with the spirit of the constitution.' 



^ The Duke of Grafton, who spoke next, did not 
^ oppose the motion; on the contrary, he engaged 
^ to second it, and to meet the noble lord upon the 



* Vide the same phrase, p. 101« 878, 306. 
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great question whenever the House should think 
proper. For the present, he meant only to excul- 
pate himself from some severe rieflections, which 
he thought were directed particularly and person- 
ally against himself. That he was ready to justify 
the measures alluded to by the noble lord, about 
every other part of his conduct ; and he did not 
doubt of being able to do s6 to the satisfaction of 
the House. That the resumption made by the 
Commissioners of the Treasury, of a supposed 
grant of the crown land, had been most unfairly 
represented. He wished the noble lord, instead of 
the word property ^ had only used possession ; and 
then he would have truly described the fact, and 
the object. That upon the application made to 
the board, by the person who had discovered the 
defect in the noble duke's title, he could not con- 
sistently with his duty, as an officer of the crown, 
have rejected the claim made by that person. 
That if the noble duke, instead of being an op- 
ponent, had been the warmest friend of an adminis- 
tration, the Treasury Board could not have acted 
otherwise than they did, without a flagrant viola- 
tion of justice; and as for that hurry and precipi- 
tation or which they were accused, he took upon 
him to contradict the noble lord in the most posi- 
tive manner, and offered to prove at the^ bar of 
that House,, that they had proceeded, not only with 
temper and deliberation, but with the utmost at- 

Y 
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tention to the ioterests of the noble duke, and 
every, possible mark of respect to his person ; and 
had protracted their decision to the very last mo- 
ment, allowed by the rules of the board. With 
respect to the debt upon the civil list, he neither 
had^ nor could have, any personal motives for 
wishing to conceal from Parliament the particulars 
of the extraordinary expenses, by which that debt 
had been incurred. That the persons to whose 
offices it belonged, had been constantly employed 
in drawing up a state of that account, and that they 
had received every possible light and information 
from the officers of the crown, in order to shorten 
and facilitate the business : but it was a work of 
infinite labour and extent ; and, notwithstanding 
the utmost diligence in the several public offices, 
could not yet be completed. 
. * That in regard to foreign affairs, he believed 
the conduct of the king's ministers would bear the 
strictest examination^ and would be found irre- 
proachable. That, for his ovm part, he had nevet 
thought, nor had he ever affirmed, that the con- 
ditions of the late peace were such as the people 
had a right to expect. He had maintained that 
opinion in former times, and no change of situa- 
tion should ever induce him to relinquish it. 
But that the peace being once made, and those 
advantages which we might have expected from a 
continuanoe of the war being now irrecoverable, 
he would never advise the king to engage in 
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* another war, as long as the dignity of the crown 
^ and the real interests of the nation could be 
' preserved without it. That what we had suffered 

* already by foreign connections, ought to warn us 
' against engaging lightly in quarrels, in which we 

* had no immediate concern, and to which we 
'* might probably sacrifice our own most essential 

* interests/ 



Earl of Chatham. — * My lords, I meant to 
have risen immediately to seccxid the motion 
made by the noble lord. The charge, which the 
noble duke seemed to think affected himself 
particularly, did undoubtedly demand an early 
answer; it was proper he should speak before 
me, and I am as ready as any man to applaud 
the decency and propriety with which he has ex- 
pressed himself. 

* I entirely agree with the noble lord, both in 
the necessity of your lordships concurring with the 
motion, and in the principles and arguments by 
which he has very judiciously supported it. I 
see clearly, that the complexion of our govern- 
ment has been materially altered ; and I can trace 
the origin of the alteration up to a period, which 
ought to have been an sera of happiness and pros- 
perity to this country. 

* My lords, I shall give you my reasons for con- 
* curring with the motion, — ^not methodically, but a3 
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they occur to my mind. I may wander, pfer- 
haps, from the exact parliamentary debate ; but 
I hope I shall say nothing but what may deserve 
your attention, and what, if not strictly prqper at 
present, would be fit to be said, when the state of 
the nation shall come to be considered. My un- 
certain state of health must plead my excuse. I 
am now in jsome pain, and very probably may not 
be able to attend my duty when I desire it mosl^ 
in tiiis house. I thank God, my lords, for having 
thus long preserved so inconsiderable a being as 
I am, to take a part upon this great occasion, 
and to contribute my ^endeavours, such as they 
are, to restore, to save, to confirm the con- 
stitution. 

* My lords, I need not look abroad for grie- 
vances. The grand capital mischief is fixed at 
home. It corrupts the very foundation of our 
political existence, and preys upon the vitals of 
the state. — The constitution has been grossly 
violated. — ^The constitution at this moment 
STANDS viOLAHED. Until that wound be healed, 
until the grievance be redressed, it is in vain to re- 
commend union to Parliament ; in vain to promote 
concord among the people. If we mean seriously 
to unite the nation vnthin itself, we must con- 
vince them that their complaints are regarded, 
that their inquiries shall be redressed. On that 
foundation I would take the lead in recommend- 
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' ing peace ami harmony to the people. On any 

* other, I would never wish to see them united 

* again. If the breach in the constitutum be ef- 
^ fectnally repaired^ 

[Junius. — " I would punish him in his off- 
" spring by repairing the breaches he has made*. 

" You seem determined to compensate 

" amply for your former negligence ; and to ba- 
" lance the non-execution of the laws with a breach 
" §^?Ae constitution.'''^] 

— ' the people will of themselves return to a state 

* of tranquillity. — If not — may discord prevail 

* FOR EVER. 

[Francis. — " Let the war take its course; or 
^^ as I heard Lord Chatham declarcin the House 
'^ of Lords with a monarch's voice, let discoii3> 
" prevail for ever J."J 

— ' I know to what point this doctrine and this 
' language will appear directed. But I feel the 
^principles of an Englishman, and I utter them 

* without apprehension or reserve. The crisis is 
^ indeed alarming ; so much the more does it re- 

, * quire a prudent relaxation on the part of govem- 
' ment. If the king's servants will not permit a 
' constitutional question to be decided on, accord^ 

• JutfiU!^ Aug. 21, 1771 J i. ^2(54. t April 94, 17C9p 

i« 132. X ^ Ptpor Currency. 
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* ing to the forms, and on the principles of the 

* constitution, it must then be decided m some 

* other manner ; and rather than it should be 

* given up, rather than the nation should surrender 

* their birth-right to a ^despotic minister, I hope, my 

* lords, old as I am, I shall see the question 

* brought to issue, and fairly tried between the 
^people and the government, 

[Junius, on the same topic, has the same ex- 
pression — " The time is come, when the body of 
" the English people must assert their own cause : 
" conscious of their strength, and animated by a 
" sense of their duty, they will not surrender their 
" birth-right to ministers, parliaments, or kings.* 

— ** Every measure of government opens 

** an ample field for a parliamentary inquisition. 
" If this resource should Jail us, our next and latest 
" appeal must be made to Heetoen f."] 

— * My lords, this is not the language * of fac- 

* tion ; let it be tried by that criterion, by which 
^ alone we can distinguish what is factidus^ from 

* what is not — by the principles of the English 
^constitution. I have been bred up in tiiese 

* principles ; and know, that when the Kberty 

* of the subject is invaded, and all redress de- 
' nied hitn, resistance is justified. If I had a 

• JuHiDs, March 19, 1770, H. 1 15. f Oct. 15, 1768, iii. Ifi6. 
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* doubt upon the matter, I should follow the ex- 
^ ample set us by the most reverend bench, with 

* whom, I l^elieve it is a maxim, when any doubt 

* in point of faith arises, or any question of con- 

* troversy is started, to appeal at once to the great- 

* est source and evidence of our religion — I mean 

* the Holy Bible : the constitution has its political 

* bible, by which, if it be fairly consulted, every 

* political question may, and ought to be deter- 
' mined. Magna Charta, the Petition of Rights, 

* and the Bill of Rights, form that code which I call 

* the Bible of the English constitution. 

[Junius speaks under this singular figure in 
the following passage. — " The civil constitution 
too, that legal liberty, that general creed, which 
every Englishman professes, may still be sup- 
ported, though Wilkes, and Horne, and Towns- 
" hend, and Sawbridge, should obstinately refuse 
" to communicate ; and even if the fathers of the 
" church, if Savile, Richmond, Camden, Rocking- 
" ham, and Chatham, should disagree in the cere- 
" monies of their political worship, and even in 
" the interpretation of twenty texts in Magna 
« Charta*r] 



u 



M 
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— ^ Had some of his majesty's unhappy predeces- 
^ sors blasted less to the comments of their minis- 



* JuKiDS, Oct. 5. 1771« ii* 346. 
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* ters, had tbey been better read in the tea^t itself, 
' the glorious revolution would have remained only 
' possible in theory, and would not now have ex- 

* isted upon record a formidable example to their 

* successors. 

[Junius calls the revolution a ^^ glorious act of 
" substantial justice *."] 



* My lords, I cannot agree with the noble 
duke, that nothing less than an immediate at- 
tack upon the honour or interest of this nation 
can authorise us to interpose in defence of weaker 
states, and in stopping the enterprizes of an am- 
bitious neighbour. Whenever that narrow, i^lf- 
ish policy has prevailed in our councils, we have 
constantly experienced the fatal effects of it. By 
suffering our natural enemies to oppress the 
powers less able than we are to make a resis- 
tance, we have permitted them to increase their 
strength, we have lost the most favourable oppor- 
tunities of opposing them with success, and found 
ourseilves at last obliged to run eoery hazard in 
making that cause our own, in which we were not 
wise enough to take part, while the expend and 
danger might have been supported by others. — 
With respect to Corsica^ I shall only say, that 
France has obtained a more useful and important 



• Junius^ April 22> 1771> u. 315. 
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^ acquisition in one pacific campaign, than in any 
^ of her beUigererU campaigns ; at least while I had 
^ the honour of administering the war against her. 

[Junius. — " If, instead of disowning Lord 
" Shelburne, the British Court had interposed with 
" dignity and firmness, you know, my lord, that 
" Corsica would never have been invaded. The 
" French saw the weakness of a distracted minis- 
try, and were justified in treating you vnth con- 
tempt. They would probably have yielded in 
" the first instance,, rather than hazard a rupture 
" with this country; but being once engaged, they 
^^ cannot retreat without dishonour. Common 
*^ sense foresees consequences which have escaped 
" your grace's penetration. Either we suffer the 
^' French to make an acquisition^ the importance of 
which you have probably no conception of; or 
we oppose them by an underhand management, 
" which only disgraces us in the eyes of Europe, 
" without answering any purpose of policy or 
" prudence. From secret, indirect assistance, a 
*^ transition to some more open decisive measures 
" becomes unavoidable ; till at last we find our- 
" selves principles in the war^ and are obliged to 
'' hazard every thing for an object which might 
" have originally been obtained without expense or 
". danger *." 

• Juai iim. May 30> 17^, i. 149. 
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In this instance^ the wcris^ sefdiments, and the 
very train of thought exactly accord, though 
Junius anticipated Lord Chatham by severaj 
months.] 



— The word may, perhaps, be thought singular : 
I mean only while I was the minister, chiefly en- 
trusted with the conduct of the war. I remem- 
ber, my lords, tiie time when Lorrain was united 
to the crown of France, that too was, in some 
measure, a pacific conquest ;' and there were peo- 
ple who talked of it, as the noble duke now speaks 
of Corsica.^ France was permitted to take and 
keep possession of a noble province ; and, accord- 
ing to his grace's ideas, we did right in not op- 
posing it. The eflfect of these acquisitions, is, I 
confess, not immediate ; but they unite with the 
main body by degrees, and, in time, make a part 
of the national strength. I fear, my lords, it is 
too much the temper of this countty, to be insen- 
sible of the approach of danger, until it comes 
with accumulated terror upon us. 

* My lords, the condition of his majesty's af- 
fairs in Ireland, and the state of that kingdom 
within itself, will undoubtedly make a very mate- 
rial part of your lordship's inquiry. I am not 
sufficiently informed to enter into the subject so 
ftiUy as I could wish ; but by what appears to 
the public, and finom my own observation, I con- 
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fess I cannot give the ministry much credit for 
the Spirit or prudence of their conduct. I see; 
that even where their measures are well chosen, 
they are incapable of carrying them through, 
^thout some unhappy mixture of weakness or 
imprudence. — They are incapable of doing en- 
tirely right. 
[Junius says to the Duke of Grafton. — 

* There is something in both [your character and 
' conduct] which distinguishes you not only from 

* all other ministers, but all other men. It is 
' not that you do wrong by design, but that you 
' should never do right by mistake*.'^ 



- My lords, I do, from my conscience, and from 
the best weighed principles of my understanding, 
applaud the augmentation of the army. As a 
military plan, I believe it has been judiciously ar^ 
ranged. In a political view,'! am convinced it 
was for the welfare, for the safety of the whole 

'^ empire. But, my lords, witli all these advan- 
tages, with all these recommendations, if I had 
the honour of advising his majesty, I would never 
have consented to his accepting the augmentation, 
with that absurd dishonourable condition, which 
the rtiinistry have submitted to annex to it 

^ My • lords, I ' relvere the just prerogtttive of the 



* Jvviva, May 30> l76d> L 140. 
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crawn^ and would contend for it as warmly as for 
the rights of the people. They arc linked tc^etherj 
and naturally support each other. I would no^ 
touch a feather of the prerogative. The expres- 
sion, perhaps, is too light ; but since I have made 
use of it, let me add, that the entire command 
and power of directing the local disposition of the 
army is the royal prerogative, as the master fea- 
ther in the eagle's wing ; and if I were f)ermitted 
to cany the allusion a little farther, I would say, 
they have disarmed the imperial birdy the Minis- 
trum Fulminis Alitem. The army is the thunder 
of the crown. — The ministry have tied up the 
hand which should direct the bolt. 
'[Junius.—" The ministry, it seems, are 
labouring to draw a line of distinction between 
the honour of the crown and the rights of the 
people. This new idea has yet been only started 
in discourse; for in efiect, both objects have 
been equally sacrificed. I neither understand 
' the distinction, nor what use the ministry pro- 

* pose to make of it. The king's honour is that of 

* the people. Their real honour and interest are the 
^ same. I am not contending for a vain punctilio. 

* A clear unblemished character comprehends not 
'only the integrity . tliat will not offer, but Ihe 
' spirit that will not submit to an mjury ; and 

* whether it belongs to an individual or to a com- 
' munity, it is the foundation of peace, of inde- 
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** pendence, and of safety. Private credit is 
*^ wealth ; — public honour is security. — The feather 
" that adorns the royal bird, supports its flight, 
^^ Strip him of his plumage, and you fix him to the 

"'^ earth* r 

This fine figure affords another proof of that 
union of mind which is visible throughout the 
speech and letters. — Account for it as we win, all 
is resolved into this at last, that Junius wrote 
these speeches of Lord Chatham.] 



' My lords, I remember that Minorca was lost 
for want of four battalions. They could not be 
spared from hence; and there was a delicacy 
about taking them fi^om Ireland. I was one of 
those who promoted an inquiry into that matter 
in the other house ; and I was convinced we had 
not regular troops sufficient for the necessary ser- 
vice of the nation. Since the moment the plan 
of augmentation was first talked of, I have con- 
stantly and warmly supported it among my friends : 
I have recommenced it to several members of the 
Irish House of Commons, and exhorted them to 
support it with their utmost interest in parlia- 
ment. I did not foresee, nor could I conceive it 
possible, the ministry would accept of it, with a 
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condition that makes tb^ plan itself ineffectual, 
and, as far as it operates, defeats every useful 
purpose of maintaining a standing military force. 
His majesty is now so confined by his promise, 
that he must Ipave twelve thousand men locked 
up in Ireland, let the situation of his affairs 
abroad, or the approach of danger to this country, 
be ever so alarming, unless there be an actual re- 
bellion, or invasion in Great Britain. Even in 
the two cases excepted by the king's promise, the 
mischief must have already begun to operate, 
must have already taken effect, before his majesty 
can be authorised to send fcH* the assistance of his 
Irish army. He has not left himself the power 
of taking any preventive measures, let his intel- 
ligence be ever so certain, let his apprehensions 
of invasion or rebellion be ever so well founded : 
unless the traitor be actually in arms, unless the 
enemy be in the heart of your country, he cannot 
move a single man from Ireland. 

* I feel myself compelled, my lords, to return 
to that subject which occupies and interests me 
most ; I mean the internal disorder of the consti- 
tution, and the remedy it demands. But first, I 
would observe, there is one point upon which I 
think the noble duke has not explained himself. 
I do not mean to catch at words ^ but if possible, to 
possess the seme of what I hear. 
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[See the parallel passages at p. 244.] 



-* I would treat every man with candour, and 
should expect the same candour in return. For 
the noble duke, in particular, I have every per- 
sonal respect and regard. I never desire to 
understand him, but as he wishes to be under- 
stood. His grace, I think, has laid much stress 
upon the diligence of the several public offices, 
and the assistance given them by the administra- 
tion, in preparing a state of the expenses of his 
majesty's civil government, for the information of 
parliament, and for the satisfaction, of the public. 
He has given us a number . of plausible reasons 
for their not having yet been able to finish tlie 
account ; but, as far as I am able to recollect, he 
has not yet given us the smallest reason to hope 
that it ever will be finished ; or that it ever will 
be laid before Parliament. 

' My lords, I am not unpractised in business, 
and if, with all that apparent diligence, and all 
that assistance, which the noble duke speaks of, 
the accounts in question have not yet been made 
up, I am convinced there must be a defect ill 
some of the public offices, which ought to be 
strictly inquired into, and severely punished. But, 
my lords, the waste of the public money is not of 
itself so important as the pernicious purpose to 
which we have reason to suspect that money, has 
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been applied. For some years past, there had 
been an influx of wealth into this country, which 
has been attended with many fatal consequences, 
because it has not been the regular, natural pro- 
duce of labour and industry. The riches of Asia 
have been poured in upon us, and have brought 
with them not only Asiatic luxury, but, I fear, 
Asiatic principles of government. Without con- 
nections, without any natural interest in tlie soil, 
the importers of foreign gold have forced their 
way into Parliament, by such a torrent of private 
corruption, as no private hereditary fortune could 
resist. My lords^ not saying but what is within 
the knowledge of us all, the corruption of the 
people is the great original cause of the discon- 
tents of the people themselves, of the enterprise 
of the crown, and the notorious decay of the in- 
ternal vigour of the constitution. For this great 
evil some immediate remedy must be provided ; 
and I confess, my lords, I did hope, that his 
majesty's servants would not have suffered so 
many years of peace to elapsQ, without paying 
some attention to an object, which ought to en- 
gage and interest us all. I flattered myself I 
should see some barriers thrown Up in defence of 
th€ constittUiony some impediment formed to stop 
the rapid progress of corruption. — 
[Junius. — " With regard to the articles taken 
" separately, I am concerned to see that the great 



4i 



JUNroS IDENTIFIED. 337 

** condition which ought to be the sine quA rwn 
of parliamentary qualification, which ought to be 
the basis, as it assuredly will be the only support, 
of every barrier raised in defence of the constitu- 
tion^ — I mean a declaration upon oath to shorten 
the duration of parliaments, is reduced to the 

" fourth ranknn the esteem of the society*."] 

— *-* I doubt not we all agree that something must 

* be done. I shall offer my thoughts, sueh as they 

* are, to the consideration of the House : and I 

* wish that every noble lord who hears me would 

* be as ready as I am to contribute his opinion to 

* this important service. I will not call my own 

* sentiments crude and indigested ; it would be 

* unfit for me to offer any thing to your lordships, 
^ which I had not well considered ; and this sub- 

^ * ject, I own, has long occupied my thoughts. I 

* will now give them to your lordships without 

* reserve. 

* Whoever understands the theory of the 

* English constitution^ and will compare it with the 
' facty must see at once how widely they differ. 

[Junius. — ^^ Certainly nothing can be less re- 
^* concileable to the theory^ than the ^x^sent practice 
^^ of the constitution f."] 

* Juxius, Sept 7, 1771, i. *284. f Sept. 7, 1771, i. *»S6. 
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— * We must reconcile them to each otiier, if we 
^ wish to save the liberties of this country ; we must 
^ reduce our political practice as nearly as poss&le 
' to our principles. The constitation intended that 

* there should -be a permanent relation between the 
^ constituent and representative body of the people* 
' Will any man affirm, that, as the House of Com- 
' mons is now formed, that relation is in any degree 
' preserved ? My lords, it is not preserved^ it is 

* destroyed. Let us be cautious^ however, how we 
^ haoe recourse to violent eapedients. 

[Junius. — " That the people are not equally 
'^ and fiiUy represented is unquestionable. — But kt 
^^ us take care what we attempt *.''] 



^ The boroughs of this country have properly 
enough been called the rotten parts of the consti- 
tution. I have lived in Cornwall, and without 
eaterii^ into any invidious particularity, have 
seen enough to justify the appellation. But in 
my judgment, jcny lords, these boroughs^ corrupt 
as they are, must be considered as the natural in- 
firmity of the constitution. Like the infirmities 
of the body, we must bear then) with patience, 
an^ submit to carry them about with us. The 
limb is mortyied, but the amputation m^ht be 
death. 



• Jinrzus, Sept 7> 177>, i.*286. 
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[Junius. — ** As to cuitif^ away the rotten 
bmroughSy I am as^ much offended as any man at 
seeing iso many of* them under, the direct influ- 
'^ ei^ce q£ tiie crown, or at the disposal of private 
^' persons ; yet, I own, I have both doubts and ap- 
" prehensions, in regard to the remedy you pro- 
*' poee. I shall be charged, perhaps, with an un- 
" usual want of political intrepidity, when I honestly 
^ confess to you, that I am startled at the idea of 
** so extensive an an^titetion/' 

" When all your instruments of im^^ 

'^ tatkm are prepared — ^when the unhappy patient 
^^ lies bound at your feet, without the possibility of 
'* resistance, by what inftillible rule will you direct 
" the operation ? When you propose to cut away 
" the rotten parts, can you tell us what parts are per- 
** fectly sound ? Are there any certain limits in feet 
" or theory, to inform you at what point you must 
" stop — at what point the mort^icatwn ends * ?"] 

* Let us try, my lords, whellier some gentler 

* remedies may not be discovered. Since we can- 
' not cure the disorder, let us endeavour to infuse 

* such a portion qfneay hedUh into the constitution^ 
' as may enable it to st^^port its most inoeterate £&- 
' eases. 

[Junius. — " Besides that I approve highly of 

* JvNius, Sept 1, 1771- i< n7> 280. 
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" Lord Chatham's idea of * iteming a portion of 
*^ new health into the constitutimy to enabk it to 
" bear its ir^rrmt'iesy (a brilliant expression, and full 
^' of intrinsic wisdom,) other reasons concur in per- 
" suading me to adopt it*."J 

' The representation of the counties is, I think, 

* still preserved pure aad uncomipted. That of 
^ the greatest cities is upon a footing equally respect- 
' able ; and there are many of the larger trading 
V towns, which still preserve their independence. 
^ The infusion of health which I now allude to, 

* would be to permit every county to elect one 
' member more, in addition to their present repre- 

* sentation. The hmghts of the shires approach 

* nearest to the constitutional representation of the 

* country, because they represent the soil. 

[Junius. — " Lord Chatham's project, Jbr in- 
" stance, of increasing the number of knig/Us of 
^^ shires, appeaj's to me admirable ; and the moment 
^^ we have obtained a triennial Parliament it ought 
" to be tried f."] 

^ It is not in the little dependent boroughs, it is 
^ in the great cities and counties that the strength 

* and vigour of the constitution resides, and by them 
' alone, if an unhappy question should ever rise; will 

• Junius, Sept, 7, 1771, i. • 290. t Sept. 7, 177 1» i. •««?. 
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the constitution be honestly and firmly defended. 
I would increase that strength, because I think it 
is the only security we have against the profli- 
gacy of the times, the corruption of the people, 
and the ambition of the crown. 

* I think I have weighed every possible objec- 
tion that can be raised against a plan of this 
nature ; and I confess I see but one, which, to 
me, carries any appearances of solidity. It may 
be said, perhaps, that when thfe act pa.ssed for 
uniting the two kingdoms, the number of persons 
who were to represent the whole nation in Parlia- 
ment was proportioned and fixed on for ever — ^That 
this limitation is a fundamental article, and can- 
not be altered without hazarding a dissolution qf 
the union. 

[Junius. — ^^ I am far from meaning to im- 
peach the articles of the union *."] 



* My lords, no man who hears me can have a 
greater reverence for that wise and important act, 
than I have. I revere the memory of that great 
prince who first formed the plan, and of those 
illustrious patriots who carried it into execution. 
As a contract, eoery article ^ it shmdd be irmo- 
table ; as the common basis of the strength and 
happiness of two nations, every .article of it should 
be sacred. I hope I cannot be suspected of con- 

• JuviUB, Dec. 1771, i. 40. 
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ceiving a thought so detestable, as to propose an 
advantage to one of the contracting parties at the 
Expense of the other. No, my lords, I mean 
that the benefit should be universal, and the con- 
sent to receive it unanimous. Nothing less than 
a most urgent and important occasion should 
persuade me to vary even from the letter of the 
act; but there is no occasion, however urgent, 
however important, that should ever induce me 
to depart from the spirit of it Xjet that sforit be 
religiously preserved. Let us follow the princi- 
ple upon which the representation of the two 
countries was proportioned at the union; and 
when we increase the number of representatives 
for the English counties, let the shiies of ScoUdnd 
be allowed an equal privilege. On these terms, 
and while the proportion limited by the union is 
preserved by the. two nations, I appreh^id that 
no man who is a friend to either, will object to 
an alteration, so necessary for the security of both. 
I do not speak of the authority of the l^islature 
to carry such a measure into effect, because I 
imagine no man will dispute it. But I would 
not wish the legislature to interpose by an exer*^ 
tion. of its power alone, without the cheerful con- 
currmce of all parties. My object is the . hap- 
piness and security of the two nations, and I 
would not wi^ to obtain it without their mutual 
consent. 
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* My lords, besides my warm approbation of 
the motion made by the noble lord, I have a na- 
tural and personal pleasure in rising up to second 
it, I consider my seconding his lordship^s mo- 
tion, and I would wish it to be considered by 
others, as a public demonstration of that cordial 
union, which, I am happy to affirm, subsists be- 
tween us — of my attachment to those principles 
which he, has so well defended, and of my respect 
for his person. There has been a time, my lords, 
when those who wished well to neither of us, who 
wished to see us separated for ever, found a suf- 
ficient gratification for their malignity against us 
both. But that time is happily at an end. The 
fHends of this country will, I doubt not> hear 
with pleasure, that the noble lord and his friends^ 
are now united with me and mine, upon a prin- 
ciple which, I trust, will make our union indis- 
soluble. It is not to possess, or divide the 
emoluments of government ; but, if possible, to 
save the state. Upon this ground we met — 
upon this ground we stand firm and inseparable. 
No ministerial artifices, no private offers, no 
secret seduction can divide us. United as we 
are, we can set the profoundest policy of the pre- 
sent ministry, their grand, their only arcanum of 
government, their divuk et iwperaj at defiance. 

' I hope an early day will be agreed to for con- 
' sideling the state of the nation. My infirmities 
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' must fall heavily upon me indeed, if I do Hot 
Vattend my. duty that day. When I consider my 

* age, and unhappy state of health, I feel how 

* little I am personally interested in the event of 

* any political question : but I look forward to 

* others, and am determined, as far as my poor 
' ability extends, to convey to those who come 

* after me, the blessings which I cannot long hope 

* to enjoy myself/ 

" The House agreed to fixing the t^venty-fourth 
day of January, for taking into consideration the 
state of the nation. But at that time there being 
noXord Chancellor, the motion was adjourned to 
the second of February. On the twenty-ninth of 
January, four days previous to the next debate^ the 
Duke of Grafton resigned *." 

* Almon*s Anecdotes of Lord Chatham, ii. p. )33« 
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CHAPTER XVII- 

Setting aside the connection of Sir Philip? 
Francis with the preceding speeches, let us now 
consider whether they contain sufficient data for 
our determining them to be the composition of 
Junius. To decide this question satisfactorily we 
must lay aside the feelings of an advocate, and 
view it with the strictest impartiality. 

That Junius took great interest in the debates 
at this period, is proved by his Letters to Wood- 
fall. Whatever might be his personal views, it is 
very certain that they depended upon a change of 
ministers, and at this time be had the greatest 
reason to hope that some alteration would be ef- 
fected. Nor was that expectation altogether dis- 
appointed, though his private views were frustrated. 
In consequence of the great exertions of Lord 
Chatham at the opening of Parliament, the mi- 
nistry were thrown into confusion. The secession 
of Lord Camden from the chancellorship attended 
his first speech, and the resignation of the Duke of 
Grafton followed his second. . As these were'im- 
portant events to Junius, so the means by which 
they were brought about must have been reg^ded 
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by him with particular interest. But he leaves no 
doubt of this, for on December 12, 1769, one 
month before the opening of Parliament, he tells 
Woodfall, ^^ I am now meditating a capital and I 
hope a final piecie ; — ^you shall hear of it shortly.'^ 
Then follows his famous Letter to the King, in 
which the dissolution of Parliament and a change 
of administration are urged with all the ability of 
which &e writer was. capable. He might justly 
dewi. it. a ^' capital " piece,^ and hope it would be a 
^^iinal" one, that is^ effective of the removal of 
ninkt^is, and of the elevation of- his own friends ; 
in contemplation of which, he prcunises Woodfall 
in his next Letter, dated December S6, 17^, *^ If 
thic^ take the turn I expect, yo« shall hum. me hf 
mff^ wmisJ^ In January came the speeches of Lord« 
Chatham, following up the blows of Junius with 
an effisct that mu^ iiave be^i* highly gratil^ng to 
him^ though die tai9i wbichhe desired did not take 
place. Lord North becapie mini^r in the place 
of the Dttke of Grafton, andtbe great seal was put 
in commission* Junius^ i^d Lord Chatham still> 
howeveiv Qontsnded under the same banner; and 
when the remonstrance^ oi the dty of London was 
presented, the formar supp<Hted it by a Lettar,wbicb 
he told Woodfall to ^ve notice of by&e extraor^ 
dinary^ methodi of ^Mispersing- a- few band-bills;" 
saeamestwas he in^bring^i^ cm that change be* 
fobe. spijcified : adding^ ^Pl»y do whatever you 
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think will answer this purpose best^ for now is the 
crisis.'' And on the following day/ ha/ving lieslid 
that Lord Chatham intended supporting the 
Westoiinster remonstrance, he writes in the flush 
of hopfe^, ** I have no doubt that we shall conquer 
them at la^.'' Identified thus in one object wHh^ 
Lord Chatham, we have, primiJ faciei every rea- 
son to think that Junius took such interest in the 
debates of the 9th and 22d of January, 1770, as 
would lead him (if ever) to be present on those 
evenings ; and if ever he took notes, we may pre- 
sume it would be on those occasions. Let us see 
then, as he was in the habit of doing both, whether 
the speeches in question, from internal evidence, 
might not fairly be concluded to have come from 
him. We need not go far ; the first parallel (p. 
263) shews that he was present, ttiid took tiotes at • 
that debate* The sentiments and expressions' of 
Junius, for the space of ten lines, were borrowed 
from what now appears to have been Jj^ord Chat- 
ham's speech, and this wifliout any acknowledg- 
ment, though the passage lii the Letter was written 
nearly two years after the speech was made. The 
words are not exactly the samie, btit they are as 
near as the notes from which we suppose them to 
be taken would render necessary ; liiey are as near 
as any man writing at two distant periods from the 
same notes would be likely to make titem ;-^they 
convey the same thm^htsi fa the sdme ordtr, with 



348 JUNIUS roENTIFIEf). 

the fidelity of a liferal translation. Now in what 
way is this to be accounted for? There was no 
report printed from which the passage could have 
been quoted, nor would the plagiary have passed 
without observation if there had. And what Lord 
Chatham was publicly known to have given as 
his opinion, the authority of Junius would not be 
wanted to make valid. 

Many other passages from the same speecli 
lead to the conclusion, that Junius had it in his 
memory when he wrote at a subsequent period : 
but let us proceed to the second debate, and see 
whether in that also the internal evidence is such as 
we have found it in the former. In the first place, 
Junius seems to have borrowed from this speiech 
those femarkable metaphors, the political Bible 
(p. 327), and the feather that adorns the royal 
birdy &c. (p. 332) ; and to have taken them he must 
hfive heard the debate, for they are not elsewhere 
in print. Secondly, in ^private Letter to Wilkes, 
he speaks of cutting csway the rotten boroughs^ in 
the figurative language of the speech, and with the 
same doubts as to the policy of the act. Thirdly, 
he not only alludes to the proposal of Lord 
Chatham to increase the knights of shires, but 
he quotes a passage from the speech before us, in 
so very nearly the same words, that we know not 
how to account for it, unless by the supposition 
that, he was himself the reporter. Under that idea 



jxnmrs ibsntified. SAf 

the coincidence explains itself; diough when it is 
c<Hisidered that mtes only were taken of the speech, 
it may appear surprising that the two passages, 
when fully expressed, should bear so close a re- 
semblance to each other. But it is probable that 
the speech, though not published till twenty yeafs 
after, was composed while the original was fresh io 
the memory, which has caused it to be so inter- 
mingled with the thoughts and expressions of Ju- 
nius. For, if viewed as the production of another 
mind, it is equally unaccountable how much the 
speech in return owes to the Letters. Lord 
Chatham borrows an illustration from the latter^ 
(p. S68) with the same freedom that Junius quotes 
his lordship : and there is an equal departure from 
literal precision in both cases, — a proof that the 
thoughts at first all emanated from the same mind, 
and were the property of one writer, whatever were 
the names he might assume. Lastly, the style 
throughout bears marks of the composition of Ju- 
wius. It is not Lord Chatham who says " the 
Uf^dom is in ajlame'' (p. 306), but Junius ; for he 
twice makes use of the same phrase himself, as 
early as the year 1768, and he puts it also in the 
mouth of Lord Mansfield and the Earl of Rock- 
in^am (p. 101). As little reason is there to thkifc 
that " the simplicity of common senscy' " a false 
faa/" " power mthout right,'' " silken barons,** 
" upm occasion g^** and many other peculiar phrases, 

A A 
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are the wwds of Lord Chatham and th6 Mar^it 
of Rockingbam, since they are all found in JuKiU8» 
according to pur previous extracts. 

To sudfi up the whole, — ^it appears that in 179 1 
tfaree speeches of Lord Chatham were published 
by an anonymous reporter, after a lapse of twenty 
y^ars from the time of their delivery. It is also 
shewn that Junius was accustomed at that time to 
attend .the lilouse of I^ords ; that he took notes of 
the debates ; and that he actuidly reported one <tf 
XiOrd Chatham's speeches about a year after, part 
. df which he embodied, without acknowledgment, io 
pne of his Miscellaneous^ Letters *♦ Moreover, the 
^)eeches in question were i)articularly interestixng 
tf^ Junius ; they were the first speeches of Lord 
Chatham, after he left the administration of the 
Duke of Grafton ; — ^that administration from which 
Junius laboured to detach not only his lordship 
and Lord Camden, but the Duke of Bedford and 
Lord Mansfield. They were the speeches which 
inade Junius' say in his Private Letters to Wilkes, 
" Chatham has gallantly thrown mvciy the scab- 
bardf and never flinched. From that moment I 
began to like him f." It fiirthpr, appears that these 
speeches are closely paralleled in some of the Let- 
ters of Junius : — the style of the speeches and 
Letters is the same ; and they agree in various un- 

•Seep. U4. ' f JwitJs, i.«3lil. 
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eofmnoii expresrions, dentimente, snd argaments^ 
for the space, at times, of a whole paragraph. These 
idstances of resemblance are alike visible in aU iht 
speeches, though they were delivered on two sepa- 
rate evenmgs ; a circumstance of itself sufficient 1A 
dwifonstrate who was tiie reporter. But that both 
productions h^ one common ori^ is evident from 
the fact, that sometimes these parallels fkst occut 
fta letters written prior to the delivery oi the 
Speeches, sometimes in letters written mbsequentfy 
tiifefeto. We may ccmclude, therefore, that Junius 
was th^ anonymous reporter of these three speeches. 
Now, as Sir Phili? FbakOis declares that he 
Ireard them delivered ; — as he was present in thi 
Bdtise of ImfiA oh both nightt \—^ it is certm 
(hat he wrot^ them, ahd sent them to the press ;«-^ 
and the saaie examples of style which betray them 
to be the composition of Junius, are also cojqh 
spicuous peculiarities in the writings of Sir Phiuf 
Feancis; — ^so is he by these speeches, and in- 
dependently of other proofs, identified with 

JuNltS *. 

* Might not Jdkius allude to these speeches in the following 
passage!^ (Letter to Home, August ld> 1771*) ** If he [Loid 
CaATSAM] judges of what is tsroly honourable for himself, with 
the same superior genius which animates and directs him to elofumce 
in debate, to wisdom in decision, even the pen (^Junius shaU tontnbute to 
reward him. Recorded honours shcdl gather round his monument ao^ 
thicken over him.** Thb promise has not been kept except in theu 
lecoided honours; and observe, they were not promised till his 
deatht thetefore thef must have been somewhat of this desciiptiozk 

AAfl 
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A comparison of the abovie speeches of Lewd 
Chatham with those reported by Boyd, leads to 
the sanie conclusion. Boyd, as the professed imi* 
tator of the style of Junius, and a voluntary can- 
didate for his fame, may be expected to write more 
in his style than my man except the rtad Jumu$. 
The two speeches of Lord Chatham which Boyd 
reported, may be seen in the Anecdotes of Lon} 
Chatham*, and in the Parliamentary History fof 
1775 and 1777: " and it has been affirmed by sere- 
ral persons who heard the noble lord on both days, 
that^tbey contain very strong and peculiar marks of 
accuracy:" so, at least, says Almon, who was a 
princi{)al supporter of Boyd's pretensions to be 
Junius. Here then is a plain and practical test| 
by which we may try whether Sir Philip Francis 
has a title, beyond any other man; to the authorship 
of the Letters. Now could any one produce from 
Boyd's Reports even half the instances of resem^ 
blance in style which have been pointed put in the 
Reports by Sir Philip Francis, I would allow 
that the great question is not yet decided. But in 
Boyd's Reports there is no more likeness to Junius 
than may be met with in the works of almost any 
modern author. It is astonishing that he should 
exhibit so little of the phraseology of Junius, 
when treating of subjects which more particularly 

• Vol. ii. pp. 256 aod 298. 
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demanded the characteristics of his style*— On the 
other hand, the language of Junius may be traced 
in every line of tlie Reports by Sir Philip Fran- 
cis : it is visible) to those acquainted with it, in num- 
berless instances not mentioned in the parallels. 
ITie result, therefore, is equally satisfactory with 
our former statement. Like other baffled suitors^ 
Mr. Boyd is found to be unequal to his task ; while 
Sir Philip, without any pretence or parade, no 
sooner " draws the mighty bow" than he reveals 
himself: — 

m 

'* The whizzing arrow vanished, from the niAng, 
Sung on direct^ and threaded every ring** 

Let us now consider what suppoH this conclu- 
sion may derive from other circumstances. 

L TTiere is a perfect conformity in the general 
character of JtJNius and Sir Philip as authors. 
Both of them disdain the ** slow methods of induC' 
tion, and lighten rather than reason"" on their sub- 
ject. The language of both " is figurative and ex- 
pressvoe in perfection" And for ^'harmony'' of 
style, it is impossible to say which of them is most 
highly commended. There is an extraordinary 
unity in the description which has been given, by 
different critics, of the style of these apparently 
diJOferent writers, (p. 851, &c.) 

n. Both Junius and Sir Philip Francis 
shew an equal partiality for certain phrases or 
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forms of expression scarcely to be met with else* 
vrbere in a single instance, and collectively, without 
parallel in any other writer : as, *' «; Jar forth^* 
*' tht laws of his side^^ " ray of understanding^ 
" cohur qf truths' " the voice of truth andrres»m^ 
^^ can any man in his senses affirm^' '' in the name (^ 
" God and common sensed "Abraham, what sayyou^ 
'* little 3 per centSy' " silken barons," ^^ power without 
" right;' ''false fact;' &c. Sec. 

III. Both employ similar metaphorical language 
of an unusual kind, — sometimes whole sentences ^xq 
given word for word the same, — ^and in an uncom- 
mon case of personification, (p. 247.) Sir Philip 
addresses a long paragraph to the House of Com- 
mons in the very strain of Junius's Letter to the 
King. 

IV. Both express the same opinions, cautiDnB, 
' maxims, and rules of conduct, in nearly the same 

words. Both adopt the same quotation froon Sir 
Bichard Steele. And Sir Philip twice intro^ucecj^ 
ki one of his speeches, a maxim which iusrivs )^ 
extracted and translated from the writii^s jp^ |)p 
Lolme. 

V. The leading poUticd views of Sir Philip 
Francis are shewn to be those of Junius, by -fl^p 
Essay on the Regency. Both were iiid$pea4e|itfQf 
every regular party *. They thought e^q.ctly i^S^ 

* Jvirius saidj that he was ** disowned as a dangerous auxili- 
vy hj every party in the kingdom*** Equally unfettered in hit opi- 
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oa the ffwt question of taxing America, differing 
from Lord Chatham, as well as from the ministers 
who pressed that measure. They were both the 
friends of parliamentary reform, — denouncing an- 
nual and proposing triennial returns ; but equally 
ttverse to the disfranchisement of rotten boroughs, 
tp granting large towns the privilege of being repre- 
sented, and to any other innovations on the es- 
tablished system. B(^ encouraged constitutional 
clubs; and the one instituted by Sir Philip 
I*iiANCis had its denomination antecedently in the 
Letters of Junius. 

VI. Without b^ing educated to the profes- 
sion, each had a considerable knowledge of the 
hm; each • entSFtained a hostile feeling towards 
those lawyers, whether Lord Chief, or Lord Chanh 
4:dlor, who suffered their minds to be swayed by 
the illiberal maxims and practices of their profes- 
ttion ; and each thought that few lavi^yers could be 
found who were above such influence. Both were 
profoundly intimate with the theory and practice of 
the constitution, and though scarcely any two per- 

aionsa Sir P.FRAVCif^ in 1784, having occasion to differ from Mx. 
Fox, observed, " 1 am not a party man in this or any other question : 
I have not the honoiir of living on any habits of acquaintance with 
idle right honourable gentleman, nor do I believe that I ever spoke 
1%. words to him above onoe in my life."— iS||p«ee^ Jtily 1, 1784^— 
And when Mr. Fox came into power, he certainly shewed by his 
neglect of Sir Philip, that no political ties existed between his 
par^ and the latter. 
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aOQS think alike oq this widely brandmig mAgectf 
jet those before us take the same view, from first 
{»iiiciplies to the remotest consequences. 

VII. Sir P. Francis was peculiarly quali- 
fied for writing the Lettere of Junius. He had 
access to the best sources for political instructicMi : 
aad he tells us how early he beg^ to turn everj 
tfabg that passed before him, or was recorded ia 
history, some way or othar to lus own accoi^ 
Like Junius, he acquired extensive classical know* 
ledg^ without attending any English university; 
and his having been bom and partly broi^ht up 
in Ireland, accords with the general suspicion that 
Junius was a native of that country. 

VIII. Both were of ardent and irritable dis* 
positions, subject to the extremes of zeal * and in^ 
diffi^rence, enthusiasm and despondency. In tbe 
border and embarrassment which Sir Philip 
evinced when he spoke in Parliament, m^y \m 
traced one cause «why the flow of his doquence did 
,not discover him to be Junius : mothet may be 
found in that habit of compression) .and selection 
which he cultivated in writing, which made com^^ 
position such a labour to Junius, and which imr 
fieded, it is said, the pen of Sir Philip, in drawing 
up his Indian minutes.'-^Xn external appearanoe 
Sir Philip resembles the Hall gentleman who was 
seen to convey a letter from Junius : his portrait 
is cliaracteristic of the author; and good cause is 
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assigned, fimn the ^iety and gallantry of Juni99| 
for coDcloding thsU; his years did not exceed tboae 
of Sir Philip. 

IX. That Junius had a personal regard for 
Wbadfall has been noticed by others ;. and it now 
appears that Sir Philip entertained for him a 
ittmilar regard, founded on an acquaintance formed 
when they were boys.. They were brought up to- 
gether at the same school ; and there was only the 
difference of one year between their ages. Whsa 
Woodfall declined printing what Junius had sail 
him, the latter then forwarded it to Almm for 
publication; and Almon was also assisted, in a 
aimiiar way, by the communications of Sir Philip 
Faancis. 

X. Though neither Junius nor Sir PhiliI? 
Francis were at that time members of parliament, 
yet they attended the debates in both houses ; both 
were in the House of Lords at the same time, on two 
particular occasions ; both were accustomed to take 
notes and report speeches, especially those of Lord 
Chatham ; and two of the latter by Sir Philip, 
wd one of Burke's by Junius, were sent in a 
perfect state to Almon for publication. Junius 
makes reference in his Private Letters to portions 
of »Lofd Chatham's speeches then unpublished^ 
though afterwards reported by Sir P. Francis; 
and the latter to this day sometimes quotes from 
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Oliier speeches of the same nobteman, dF wUdk 
there exists at present no printed record*. 

XI. Junius seems to have been personaBy 
known to Garricky who was also the intimate 
friend of Dr. Francis, the father of Sir Philip. 
Junius ^^ designed^ spared"" Lord Holland and 
his &mily, for some very cogent reasons ; and td 
diat nobleman Sir Philip and his father were 
under the strongest obligations. Under the ad*- 
ministration of Mr. Grermlley Sir Philip wife 
appointed to the War-ofiice ; with that statesman 
he moBt nearly concurred in all political opinions, 
and Mr. Grenville was above all men the declared 
iavourite of Junius. Sir Philip (tescribes Lewd 
Chatham as a ^^ great, iHustrious fauUy hunran 
being ;" and Junius speaks of him with the same 
quai^ied admiration. 

' * See p. a05. See also the Letter Missive to Lord HoUand, 
where the following pas»gie oecius : /' In the sonorous langa9ge of 
Lord Chatham. 

' Whose voice divine still vibrates on my ear,' 
io chmn Britmn, like Promethetu, to a rock, while a mikure, hf setiU' 
metU unthotU wings, gnawed her to the heart, and deeoured her vUalt" 

If Sir Philip is in possession of any reports of Lord Chatham's 
speeches not yet in print, it is to be hoped that he will not withh(^ 
ihem much longer horn the world. Perhaps he may be aUe to 
r^V»h the debates m the athj and ISik of f^hmxj, 1771^ In- 
specting Falkland Island^ which Jukius was so desirous to hfftt, 
(see p. 133,) and of which> Almon says^ it is not known thai any 
notes were taken. 
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XIL Junius avows^ bis acquaintance wi^ 
the Secretary of "Statels office, mentions a cirr 
cumstance which occurred when Lord Egr^saont 
was secretary ) and speaks of him as if he knew 
Kim thoroughly. Sir Philip was brought up in 
the same office, possessed the favour of the same no^ 
l^^nan, and held a place under him at. the time that 
circumstance happened. And generally his oppor^* 
(unities of acquiring informatuxi, from his connec*^ 
lion with the public offices, were such as fiilly tic* 
count for the extraordinary nature, ext^t, and 
wriety of the intelligence possessed by Junius*. 

XIII. Prom the minute military observatiom 
iiJtrbduced in the controversy with Sir WillMtia 
Draper, from the narrative of General Gansel!s 
m^cue in sight of the Horse Guards, from tbe 
notice of Colonel Burgoyne's appointment to the 



* A very sensible^ dispassionate Letter respecting Juirra<i, in- 
tn the Anti-Jacobin Revi^ for 1799» contsdns the sul»tance 
Ufa, conversation which passed between the writer and Wilkes, after 
csamining the Letters which the latter had received from Junius. 
Among other remarks, it is observed that *' the Letters, generally, 
if not always, were seiit in an envelope, (which was then l^ no 
ineans so general as it now is,) and in the fbldio^ up, and the direc- 
tion of the Letter, we thought we could see marks of the ujriter*s hatii 
^folding and c^ecHng official letten,^* They also determined " that 
k(<had lived with militarjr men, <&<Kn the prcfaiety of H^ hmguageM 
imBikuhf suLfeets" This last opinion agrees with that of Malbne^ 
who argues that Hamilton could not be the author, as '* he h^d ^ont 

^iim mm^jmi cmmm^i few^/«fe<f af jie<^ «4fi(w 
is4b9UyMiajoiQ«o£ibejnrlffiEpi«m^i^ / 
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go^rament of Fort St. George immediately after it 
took place, and from the premature announcement 
of that of Colonel Luttrell to be adjutant-general 
in Ireland, (Junius, ii. 156,) it has been long sus- 
pected that Junius was in some degree connected 
with the Horse Guards. But the Private and 
Miscellaneous Letters, lately published, place it 
beyond a doubt. The War-office is the scene of 
several dramatic representations ; and there is such 
precision in the secret intelligence from that quar- 
ter, conveyed to Woodfall or to the public, as oc- 
curs in no other department of the state, and could 
not be acquired from this, .except by one who had 
access to the fountain head for information. The 
fiuniliair manner in which Junius speaks of 
Chamier, Brad^aw, Wbateley, Lord Barringtooi 
aiid such others as the chief clerk in the War- 
office must have been well acquainted with, con- 
nects him still more closely with Sir P. Fbancis. 
XIV. From the commencement to the ter- 
mination of the Letters of Junius, Sir Philip 
Fbancis held a situation in the War-office, re- 
quiring almost constant attendance. When he 
quitted that office and went abroad in 1772> the 
Letters ceased ; and when he returned to England 
tt the beginning of 1779; a note, finally closii^ 
the correspondence^ was transmitted to Wobdfell ♦. 

* It U ptobable tiiat Juiliv« was oat of the kingdom all A» 
tamt, became ihe TeQuin-boand copy ^Akik he oideied» he telh 
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From that time till 1781, Sir Philip was eoga^ 
in tlie government of India. 

XV. Sir P. Feancis lost his situatioa at 
the War-ofEce in consequence of a quarrel witili 
Lord Barrington, against whom Junius at the 
same time expressed the most violent animosity. 
Chamier was the successful rival of Sir PhiliPi 
and he is every where treated by Junius with un- 
sparing severity. The transactions of the. War- 
office are detailed with the accuracy of an eye«* 
witness; but for greater security under the name 
of y eteran ; . and the printer is cautioned not to 
let it be known that these Letters came from 
Junius. • , 

Lastly. Junius is..brou^t.ia .dose contact 
with Sir P. Srancis by writing, as Veteran, most 
▼eh^nently in bis favour ; by mentioning his Dsxat 
in terms of unqualified approbation ; and by alto^ 
gather retiring from the public service when Sir 
PmLXP left the War-office. 

The aujthor of the Preliminary Essay, after 
apalysing the whole of the Letters with a view to 
ascertain the characteristics of Junius, comes to 
this conclusion, that he was ^^ an Englishman of 

Woodfall, on May 3, 177», he was **in no manner of hurry for,** nor 
does it appear that he had an opportunity of receiving it till March^ 
1773. 
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hi^ly cultirated education, deeply versed iti the 
language! the laws, the constitution, and history of 
bis native country ; that he was a man of easy, if 
not of ai9ueht circumstances, of unsullied honour 
Bhd generosity, who had it equally in his heart and 
in his power to contribute to the necessities* of 
0dier persons, and especially of those who west 
exposed to troubles of any kind on his own ac^ 
count : that he was in habits of confidential int^- 
eourse, if not ^th different membars of the cabinet 
with politicians who were most intimately familiar 
with the coiut, and entrusted with all its secrets : 
that he bad attained an ag^e which would allow him^ 
witliout vanity, to boast of an ample kndwlec^ 
ted experience of the world : that during the years 
1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, and part of 177«; 
he resided almost constanrtly in London or ks 
vicinity, devoting a very large portion of his time 
to political concerns, and publishing his politiciA 
lucubrations, under different signatui^s, in the 
Public Advertiser : that, in his natural temper, he 
was quick, irritable, and impetuous; subject to 
political prejudioes, and strong petBonal animodi^ 
ties, but possessed of a high independent spirit; 
honestly attached to the principles of the ^onstit^iM 
tion, and fearless and indefatigable in maintaining 
them ; that he was strict in his moral conducti and 
in his attention to public decorum; an avowed 
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^loember of the established church ; and though ac* 
quamfed with English judicature, not a lawyer by 
profession. 

" Wlmt other characteristics he may have pos- 
sessed we know not ; biit these are sufficient ; and 
the claimant who cannot produce them conjointly, 
is in vain brought forwards as the author of the 
Letters bf Junius *." 

The reader need scarcely be^ told, that this 
te&t, though it has proved fatal to every other cchq- 
jecture, tallies with our present case point for 
point. Nor does Sir Philip Francis possess 
§ply the g^eral air of resemblance here stated to 
h^ sufficient, he also answers in every finar linear 
tamt to the .cbaiiBcteir of Junius. — With the 
lability, and the opportumfy, he had the inducer 
faeht to write the Letters. Hei is proved ta havk 
possessed f he eonstituticA^ pdndples, pdiitical 
opinion^, and personal views of the author. His 
public attachments and animosities were the sameL 
He had the i^me private friends, acquaihtances, 
atid opponents. In the country of his birth, in the 
mode of hi^ eduoation, in his opportunities of po- 
lilical instruction, early initiation into state affiurs, 
and , inclination to profit by his advantages ;T-^iii 
hatddg access to the first sources of infortnation re^ 
$peeting the Iging, the court, the calbiaet, and every 



264 JUNIUS IPENTIFIKD. 

department under government, with which Junius 
seems familiar, the resemblance is most strikingly 
preserved. It is heightened by his having the 
same disposition, hopes and fears, habits, pursuits, 
and even personal appearance. In attending 
Parliament without being a member, — in the prac- 
tice of taking notes and reporting speeches, — in 
hearing the samie debates, and quoting the same 
speeches, even at the time they were unpublished, 
— ^in . writing anonymously, — and in employing, 
throughout all his works, similar phrases, meta- 
phors, sentiments, illustrations, maxims, quotatiiHis, 
and trains of thought, the identity is still further 
apparent. But in his connection with the War* 
office, in that excessive zeal, and evidently personal 
feeling with which his interests are maintGuned and 
his name is mentioned, — ^in the critical period of 
his retiring from the public service, — ^in the dura- 
tion of his absence from England, — and in the 
time of his return, with his consequent departure 
for India, we meet with proofs which inevital)ly 
shew that he is Junius. But if the facts, separately 
taken, are so decisive, what must be the effect of 
them collectively? The addition of every fredi 
circumstance of similitude increases, not numeri- 
cally, but in a geometrical ratio, the force of all that 
have preceded it. Or we may consider the matter 
in another sense, and the result will be the same: 
The character of Junius has been tried to be as- 



:i^l^iii(edl<ilfidi Aat of otbter' smters;ibli*<tlie-ifa»li-. - 
4;ai^ of -mein of the . ctiarftcten^tics laid;'iloivii m- 
~ihe l^eliniifmry Ess«y, dkhioishes in succession the 
'number of those writers ii^o'ivwe pwhriqusly not 
.exjckided^ SO- that at last we find not one, beside 
<SiriRHiLipiiFKANCis, wte) is able, to stand feat 
test: now if we still pursue tbi& same ptactice'in 
TQ^d '^ to hin^ /with ' each - additional pdt^lar 
ditelosed'in the Lettets, and'»;Aa% included iti 
;oar' summaiy,i yet after all find' itr impossible to 
i^piroduce >d)e< slightest ap|)eam * . 

^eaa him^ and Junius, we must be convinced 
-that the two 'characters are in fact the same. - 

'. I . • - ' ■ I O ' • . • ■* • ■ 1 • • ■ 

If'.' Junius cePtakJj^'htt iilte mark^ diou|^ p€9?haps 

:without:ititendingit, when he told Woodfifctt,"**'You 

HmjLLL KNOW iiE BY -MY woEKs." Itisby these 

«lkme that' he is now^reVealed: no ^secg^ecy'rhaa 

-been violatpd-Vno '.sanctuary invaded. The/iSi?^ 

jtcti membra ^^ OUT' dbcovcry lay scattered in 

i various plaiies^ but all in public view; and* the 

'^writer of this ^irbrk. has only collected tb^iii tCH 

gether/whic^any^ other person might have ddcie. 

He knows Sir Pbii^ip EiiANciJ^ solely as a pbblic 

■iiiasi{ and was' even unacquainted with his har^ 

writing till this work was in tfcejpress. -Since then 

he has seen it, and he can assure the reader that it 

resembles in every respect the hand-writing of ^ 

Junius. The characters have ^he same peculiar 

B 
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i^htj itt spiik of the di^giue. In dieftoosftucAkABL ^ 
tti^ ()rivflte notesr-iiJere is a.sk^ular.d^nM 0f wil- 
femi%*: tbey awarlly begin without the ceretnoiqr 
(Si^ ain adtfresS) though ^ttofed in <be first peif90% 
Mid cotidinde mtfaoiit signatare, as in tke notea % 
Woodfall ; hot wtere tiie signature is added. It 
p!A^&iMj cdnsist^ oif the initiaib P. F. ivith a Strong 
dksh of thi) pbn above ami bel6w, exadtly Itk^ tife 
^ttttdmC. in tbb fee Aiiitti^s of Junius. — Theie 
[ftulicti)iit% dre nrentroned) lest it ittibiild be though 
Ittltlt the hand-wrtting is dis^nilar; and that for tiiis 
reason a specimen is not given* Pcom ihe iiil- 
portance attached to evidence of that kind, it 
IJittiivot life siipposed tiSiat ' pa.7ns . ivere :not taken 
W obtaii^ it, but ilo piece of irritifigf of suffidtot 
inf^, and early epongh in point of timei oonld 
«aiily be met widi. This notice may pednifps 
-^w from sokre fnmdly quarter the proper doeik* 
^fefiehts. For these, hoivever, the writer is the leflts 
iuixibus, because he was not guided in his own 
-^uiry by any such assistance. He considered Ike 
Mbfect as a fssestmn of tmiorifi qff^iMng;afmr 
jkidf&r titer my wo&tigaiim; and if he has not 
imAe good his cause, by tke aid qf books ahnef he 
will be contented to lose it 
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ERRATA. 

Page 51, line fO,for 17t3, read 1772. 
103, 21, for May, read January. 

124, 24, (^er impress, insert it. 

255, ]aMt,for against, read upon. 

263, 22, /or Admitting this, read J£ we were inclined to adnut 

this as the explanation of a concurrence. 
309, 22, dele the ], and inseH it at the end cfthe next pan^roph, 

316, 6, for office^ read officers. 

329f 24, fer principles, read principals. 
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